Continued Meeting of California Borough Council, January 20, 2010, 6:30 pm
President Chambers called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm
PRESENT: Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Gardner, Mr. Mariscotti, Miss Roberts, Mayor Durdines, Mr. Kurilko
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

No public comment 

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mrs. Chambers stated we need to go into executive session to discuss personnel issues

Motion by Roberts/Gardner to go into executive session to discuss personnel issues duly carried with all members present stating aye.

Chris Haines asked what positions. Mrs. Chambers stated several; police, zoning, and streets.  Mr. Harris asked if after executive session you are coming back to the audience. Mrs. Chambers stated they are coming back out. 

Council went into executive session at 6:32 pm

Council reconvened at 7:50 pm, with the exception of Miss Roberts who did not come back into the meeting.
Mrs. Chambers stated that they dealt with; we had some discussions on personnel issues and a contract issue. She stated that she understands that several of you would like to come down to the microphone and give us your comments so if you will come up to the microphone one by one give us your name and let’s get started.

RON HOPTA
Mr. Hopta stated that he just has a brief statement. He stated the government is to be for the people and by the people. While the petitions were presented last week may or may not have a legal significance they do represent the will of the people. Council will do itself a significant disservice to take this will lightly. While the number of supporters in attendance may have diminished slightly this evening the support in the community continues to grow. Personal agendas have no place in public office. Mrs. Chambers thanked him.

ANGELA FOWKES

Mrs. Fowkes stated that she just has a few comments also. She stated that she would like the council to remember that you are here representing the Borough and its residents. Be mindful of those serving with you and consider the residents when making any changes that don’t reflect the will of the people. When you vote on an issue that affects a persons livelihood, family, and/or their reputation in the community. You need to remember that you are voting for the community and you not only have an ethical but a moral responsibility to represent the community and not vote out of revenge or without any sort of personal agenda.  Her wish for this council is that they all come together with some understanding of how to make the community a great and safe place to live, work, send our children to school, and play.  You will probably not be remembered for anything good you did while you were on council but you will always be reminded of this one tragic horrific deed you did within the first month of office. I would hope the community will remember that you don’t give second chances or that you don’t’ care for those affected by your decision, and not vote you in for another term. Just remember we will be watching you and making you accountable for your decisions. This is our town, not just council members, but all of us. Quit using California as your personal playground. Mrs. Chambers thanked her.

DARLENE BEATTY WALTERS
She stated that she just has a few comments on the past council meeting and she’s a little embarrassed for you all. Mrs Chambers you voted no when Tony requested on re-instating and given them the ninety days and yes the audience was humming and you told them to grow up and in the same statement you told them to grow up you said if you’re going to be that way then I’m voting no. So if they weren’t humming that would you not have voted no, or was it because the people did that. She stated she was embarrassed for them all and Mrs. Bridges you voted no without really knowing any kind of questions and you kept repeating over and over that you had questions that you needed answered but you still made a vote of no. She stated that she is confused. Miss Shelly Roberts, she told everybody here to if they had a problem to call the District Attorney. Well we have called the District Attorney and we have left messages for the District Attorney and they said that is not their jurisdiction and that if we had a complaint to go to our Borough policemen. So she’s wondering why did she tell everyone here to go to the District Attorney and we did. There has been numerous calls into the District Attorney and he’s quite upset because he said that’s not his jurisdiction. She stated there we go we’ve been given false information. Whether she didn’t know or not if she didn’t know she shouldn’t have said it, but the District Attorney, he wasn’t very happy, put it that way and again like Angie said you know it would be in all of your benefit to work together. It seems like you all are fighting against each other and you got the whole community here yet. I mean unless you all are going to work together how is anything going to work. You got people frustrated that don’t even want to come to a meeting now because they feel that it’s going to be a 4/3 vote all year long. So people now are just totally frustrated and disgusted. That’s her comment and she’s embarrassed and ashamed to say that I did vote for you all, I did and I’m embarrassed and ashamed that I did. Mrs. Chambers thanked her.
MR. JON BITTNER

Mr. Bittner stated that he was getting a coffee this evening and he ran into a gentlemen on the street that is a veteran of the armed forces of the United States and the gentlemen just asked me to pass along this evening, and I promised that I would and I feel an obligation to do, that two of the gentlemen that we dismissed or were dismissed, excuse me, he didn’t want to say we, that were dismissed were veterans that served one in the Vietnam war and one in the Gulf war and we dismissed both of those gentlemen. He was very upset by this and Mr. Bittner promised him that he would make a public statement for him this evening because he was not able to come in and speak this evening. Mrs. Chambers thanked him.
CATHY URBAN
She stated that she did call the District Attorney’s office also and they just couldn’t understand why someone would advise us out of maybe just being ignorant of what is happening. She added that they said there was nothing that the District Attorney’s office could do to help us answer any of the questions. Now was she talking about the attorney general I don’t know, but there again we were given the wrong advice and it kind of embarrassed me because the woman thought I was you know. They said they would have a detective call me and further instruct me as to that there is nothing that they can do. Mrs. Chambers thanked her.
LINDA DIFILIPPO

She stated that you all had the opportunity to make things right last week and you chose not to. Now these guys that were let go they all took pride in their work, they did a good job, and I know you’re not allowed to talk and we still don’t know what they did I don’t even know if this half of the table had the same information that you had when the vote took place. But regardless, what done is done. And if there were a code of ethics if something was broken and it’s investigated and these gentlemen file suit against this borough and we lose, can you all be held accountable, cause I don’t’ want my tax dollars to pay for your mistakes. 

ANGELA FOWKES

She stated that she doesn’t have a comment but she’d like to ask a question about procedure. She asked if she was permitted to ask another question. Mrs. Chambers stated go ahead. She stated that last week they were told they couldn’t comment more than once and is that something in the council’s rules because I think in the past there have been people who have approached the microphone for different comments on different items that had gone on maybe this time it was personnel then later on it was something to do with Christmas decorations or whatever, and the same person got up and made a comment. Is it policy that you only let a person speak once. Mrs. Chambers stated in that meeting there were so many that wanted to speak in the interest of time to let everyone speak they spoke once and it all had to do with the same issues. No-one brought up anything about the Christmas decorations or anything. Mrs. Fowkes stated that is just the example she used. Mrs. Fowkes stated ok she just wanted to know for reference. 
Mrs. Chambers at 7:55 pm stated alright no more comments then this meeting is adjourned. 
PAGE  
1

