Regular Meeting of California Borough Council, July 8, 2010 at 6:30 pm
CALL TO ORDER:

President Chambers called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm

ATTENDANCE: Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Gardner, Mr. Mariscotti, Mayor Durdines
ABSENT: Miss Roberts, Jr. Council member Kurilko

MOMENT OF SILENCE: Merrill Holman passes away
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

ADDITIONS OR CHANGES TO THE AGENDA: 
Mrs. Bridges added County Funded Traffic Signal LED program

Mr. .Mariscotti added Memorandum of Understanding for Mr. Tuday
Mrs. Chambers added when Mr. Brower talks about the Malden/Granville sewer extension she’d like an executive session to discuss real estate
MUNITES:
Motion by Bridges/Gardner to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of June 10, 2010 passed with all members present stating aye.
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Miss Vitchoff stated that she and Mr. Harris would like to comment on the Penn dot maintenance agreement.
SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT- MISS PFROGNER
Miss Pfrogner read the account balances and accounts payable as of June 30, 2010
Motion by Gardner/Alfano to accept the treasurer’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PRESIDENTS REPORT – MRS. CHAMBERS

Mrs. Chambers stated that they went into executive session July 1 and talked about K9 training and wanting reports on the training program, Dave Jones, light fixtures, and we briefly discussed meters.
PENNDOT MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

Mrs. Chambers stated under the Penn dot maintenance agreement traffic signal at Wood and Skyline she asked Elizabeth to bring her up to date and if this is the one that Bill Johnson is looking in to. Elizabeth stated well yes at this present time it is a maintenance agreement that Penn dot wants us to enter into because they are putting up a traffic signal on the hill at Wood and Skyline. At this time we had our solicitor Ernie DeHaas review it, but in the interim we need to enter into a maintenance agreement with a company that specializes in the maintenances of these lights. Traffic Control Devices is the company that we, well they’re not under contract, but we get them on a twenty-four hour basis emergency basis but they do all repair work on our existing light at the corner of Wood and Third. Right now we are actually waiting for a quote from them because Penn dot wants a written contract that we have to enter into to assure them that this light will be maintained for the duration. There is no cost in putting the light it’s a combination of federal and state monies but as the borough is required to maintain our existing light and we will be required to maintain that one as well. So right now we’re just kind of waiting until Mr. Johnson gets some further information from Traffic Control Devices. Mrs. Chambers stated so this is just purely informative and when we get their contract from Control Devices their maintenance agreement then we can bring that up for a vote, but we don’t have that right now and it did not include the deadline on it. Miss Pfrogner stated no it did not and she believes and doesn’t know if Mr. DeHaas has anything to add to that if not okay. Mrs. Chambers stated alright so that was strictly information for you all. 
CYPHER AND CYPHER

Mr. Cypher thanked council for the opportunity to speak tonight and stated that all of council should have received paperwork in the mail recently. He is passing out two things this evening, one is a letter which condenses the content of the audit to what he hopes is an understandable format. He explained that he is here to talk about the 2009 audit and will begin by turning to page 2 of the presentation. The audit this year covered the year ending December 31, 2009. Why the audit happens is a function of the Pennsylvania Borough code which requires an annual audit of the financial payments. He stated the critical thing for council to keep in mind is that everything from in the audit report is the responsibility of the department of the Borough Secretary. Their responsibilities is to the borough council since they work for council are obligated to use generally accepted audit standards to perform their audit and the conclusion of the audit tells whether the financial statements represent where the borough was as of Dec. 31st and how it got there. The financial statements contain two major types of financial statements. One is a balance sheet. The balance sheet is a snapshot at a point of time, 12-31-09. We can take a quick run down through that and currently the borough has Cash and investments of $1,705,000.00, Current Liabilities of $153,000.00. The total fund balance is the difference between what we have and what we owe. Capital project funds about $3,000.00, Liquid fuels, $41, 000 and Street tax is a small amount of about $2,200.00. Then the Unreserved fund balance in the general fund is about $1,500,000.00 and this does not include any fund balance that would be part of the sewer operations fund. To move onto page 4 and explained that what he likes to offer respectively, because sometimes it’s very hard to understand what a number means. So this page goes back to 1986 and you can see over a number of years the borough pretty much has held it’s own but never had very much in the way of resources. Here the end of 2009 the fund balance is the highest it has ever been since 1986 and what we’ll do is go to page 5 which explains why a fund balance is very important. Working capital and Betty will tell you about being in the first part of year before the tax revenue comes in it can be tough to operate the borough. The contingency fund is consider the past year and the bad weather we’ve had so I think it gives you a good idea of what a contingency fund means for you. No doubt you over spent your salt budget, no doubt you had extraordinary overtime and so forth. You need money there in case something goes wrong. The very last item a fund balance gives council the ability to do the most important job and that’s the plan for tomorrow. If we turn to page 6 the questions often comes up as to how much is a good fund balance. Typically, 5, 10, 15% of the new operating budget for 2010 is appropriate. But it depends upon each local government. We’re in a situation where we have a University in our hometown and we need a lot more resources available than perhaps Canonsburg. So why do we have a very good fund balance because it was probably recommended to some of you, but as the auditors we do not see a problem with that. Mr. Gardner asked how do you come up with the recommended fund balance. Mr. Cypher stated that last December council passed the 2010 budget somewhere around $1,100,000.00 or $1,200,000.00 so 10% of that would be the recommended amount. So now we go to page 7 how did we get to this point. General fund revenues are $1,701,000.00, expenditures were $1,223,000.00, Fund balance did go up this year, Actual revenues and the most important financial decision of the year is the budget. We brought in about $467,000.00 more than we thought we would and were specifically over in departmental earnings and real estate tax. With regard to the expenditure budget you have spent $60,000.00 under what you anticipated. Most of the categories were under budget but we were over under public safety than what we anticipated. The next page gives you the opportunity to look at the major categories of revenue and compare to the budget. The yellow represents actual revenues and the blue is the actual budget. As you can see in most cases and the two that they mentioned departmental is significantly over budget and real estate taxes the same way. The other item that he would like to point out is other local taxes is also over budget. What those represent are the wage taxes, property transfers and so forth. One would assume that because the economy is bad nationally that we might also be experiencing that here. But what we’ve noticed in everyone of our 15 local governments is that other local tax specifically wage tax is significantly more than they thought they were going to get. He stated this is their third meeting this week we were up to Evans city on Monday night; Butler County on Tuesday night at Hopewell Township and both of them experienced exactly the same thing. So he guesses what he can say is it is a nice position to be in. There is a similar chart for expenditures and again the yellow is actual and blue is the budgeted expenditures. You can see for the most part we’ve under spent the budget. The one area of pubic safety and we don’t know why that happened but it was about $50,000.00 more than it was budgeted for. Sewer Operations Funds the other major fund has revenues of $1,835,000.00, spent was $951,000.00, operating revenue of, which is basically a grant $88,000.00, Fund balance there is $972,000.00. Currently ending with $7,163,000.00 a part of that is money that we have set aside for a construction project and the other part is the what was already owned is part of that $7.1 million dollars. Moving on to page 11 the management letter is our opportunity to provide for concluding comments, items that you need to spend some time thinking about. Recommendations for improvement and so forth. We already talked about fund balance so we won’t spend a lot more time on that., but there is one comment we will make is that because you have a significant fund balance when you begin the process of deciding what to do with it he thinks it is very important that you make sure that what you spend your fund balance on is essentially non recurring expenses. Because every time you spend fund balance on regular items payroll and so on and so forth. Somewhere along the lines that money needs to be made up in the budget. As we tell people spending fund balances you must be really careful that it’s not going to make you hit the ground or leave you dangling in the air. The escrow accounts almost every local government. You have activities then you have escrow money. Money that comes in and you have to hold it for some period of time. With $152,000.00 is quite an amount and it’s a lot. What they are suggesting is consolidating all those escrows into one and using the accounting system to track who owns what of that escrow. It makes accounting very simple and you waste less time with management and employees tracking it that way. That is something to consider. The sewage billing system at this point in time you basically have one individual who has access to the three major pieces of the transactions. You have the billing that goes out, you have the collections, and then you have a recording of it. In an optimal situation you would have a separation of these. Right now we have oversight, but as your auditor we think you may need to consider what you might do to separate those duties between more than one person so that nobody has control over the entire transaction from beginning to end. Mrs. Chambers stated we do have someone double checking all the receipts coming into the sewer billing system are also double checked by another secretary, independently. Everything is handed to her and she runs her own totals and comes back and they have to agree. So we do have that oversight which you recommended a couple of years ago and we put that in. Mr. Ruppert suggested taking it a step further your system, and he’s just going from an experience that he had with another client in the past year to where they had that similar oversight but a manipulation still occurred. Basically, there was a manipulation of events to where you have the oversight but they might be taken to the bank and the deposit is empty. So what they are suggesting is... Mr. Gardner asked him to take the microphone please. Mr. Ruppert stated there are three components to it we bill it, we collect it, and we deposit it. The person billing it and recording it is okay. The incompatible component of it is corruption it’s the money that we’re receiving to where the accounts maybe manipulated along with cash and not being taken to the bank. So what we are suggesting is that the cash be removed from the equation. Billing can still occur, posting of the accounts, but the cash may be collected at another place, collected by another person, however the dynamics of it works out, but he thinks it is something that you might consider and take a look at is those kinds of problems. Mrs. Chambers stated if we had a system where you could pay your sewer bill online through your bank will that help with that oversight. Mr. Ruppert stated yes because the money is getting directly to the bank and the bank sends a summary saying yes Charlie Ruppert paid his $25.00 sewer bill. That is the ideal situation. Mr. Cypher stated that one municipality has decided that they will no longer accept cash. He thinks that is a thought. You have to look at your customers and say who are the customers and then they’ll pay barely 5% of the money that comes in and it may be very easy to say well we’re not taking cash payments anymore. Here it may be a larger percentage and that may be an inconvenience to residents if you make that rule. Again we do not have any concerns with what has happened here, but we think based on their experience as a firm they’ve helped to prosecute 40 frauds at least in the last ten years. Mrs. Chambers stated she appreciates that and wouldn’t want to be number 41. Mr. Gardner asked them how many audits they do a year. Mr. Ruppert stated he would estimate 15-20 local governments and 22 school districts. Mr. Gardner and how do the other municipal governments handle this. Mr. Cypher stated that one local government over in Westmoreland County does the billing and recording but the bank does the collecting. We’re not saying anyone of those methods is what we need to use it has to be the work of California Borough. Mrs. Chambers stated we have had requests form people wanting to pay their bill online because apparently a lot of people do that. Maybe we should sit down with someone from PNC or Niagara and see what is involved in setting that up. It can’t hurt to ask. Mr. Alfano stated he would think because part of our sewage account has to do with water volume we may even want to look at the possibility of the water company billing the sewage along with the water bill monthly, he doesn’t know. Mr. Cypher stated at Canonsburg borough we do that. Mrs. Chambers stated that she thinks it is a very good suggestion and we can look into it and see. She knows when she gets her other utilities there is no cash and that is a good tracking device for people to have when paying by check. The next item deals with sewer fund receivables. Last year they brought to councils’ attention the delinquent amount and significant progress has been made against collecting that balance this year. Currently we are at around $168,000.00. This is not unlike all of the other places that we audit there is usually a whole group of diehard non bill payers who doesn’t pay and until a property is sold we carry it. But part of our success is to encourage people not to become one of those diehards. If somebody does get behind we contact them and ask what can we do to help out and move forward and that is what was done in 2009. So you have made nice progress and we’ll be hopeful to see that number even lower in 2010. The last item here is the construction project and there is a governmental accounting analysis which may come into effect here. Whenever you have assets and there is an impairment of an asset they’re obligated to write it down. The current construction project we’ve haven’t done anything with that since we haven’t added to it since 2009 and the project is on hold for right now. But at some point in time council will make a decision on how to proceed with that, whether we’re not going to have a project at all or we’re going to have one and it’s going to look differently. Whatever decision is made that announcement will have to come to us on what to do so Betty will keep in touch with us and keep us posted until the appropriate time. Council is the most important based on the assets and spending properly and to be able to tell people what you do. Part of their audit involves asking council and you get a letter from us, saying is there anything they should consider as auditors. So basically we’ll do a couple of weeks a year all of you, this is your home, and you will see and hear things that might have an impact on us as the auditors, that they will never see. So most of you that returned those letters we appreciate the response. They weight very heavily in our planning the audit and of course we according to special standards we are required to do that. Two last notes he thanked Betty Pfrogner for her cooperation during the audit and he thanked council for the opportunity to be the auditors. He asked if there were any questions. Nobody asked questions and Mrs. Chambers thanked them for coming in.
PUBLIC ENTITY INSURANCE

Mrs. Chambers stated everyone has a copy of the public entity insurance it is $33, 235.06 and she needs a motion to pay this.

Motion by Bridges/Mariscotti to pay the public entity insurance duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

PROPERTY INSURANCE

Mrs. Chambers stated also in their packets was property insurance for $17, 707.00 and she needs a motion to pay it.

Motion by Bridges/Mariscotti to pay the property insurance for $17,707.00 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

WORKERS COMPENSATION INSURANCE

Mrs. Chambers stated that Miss Pfrogner has worked diligently at getting them workers comp insurance and if you see the fee is $62,227.00 and she needs a motion.

Motion by Bridges/Mariscotti to approve the workers comp insurance for $62,227.00 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

Mr. Alfano stated you might want to mention that that is a $5,000.00 savings over our previous policy. Miss Pfrogner stated well actually it is higher than last year but it’s much less than if we went with the State. 

Motion by Gardner/Bridges to approve Mrs. Chambers report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

FINANCE – MRS. BRIDGES

Mrs. Bridges stated after reviewing the bills she would like to make a motion to pay the bills.

Motion by Bridges/Gardner to pay the bills duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

She stated that the County has sent us an application for replacement of the lights at the traffic signal downtown with LED lights. They have a replacement program in effect and they would like us to submit an application if we would like to participate in the program. She believes their cost will be 80% we’ll have to assume 20% of the cost of replacing those. Mrs. Chambers asked if she had a number in mind. Mrs. Bridges stated no she does not. She’s saying within two years we should be able to reap the cost of our participation in it. It looks like right now it will cost us about $9,600.00 to do that. Mrs. Chambers stated to replace the regular lights with LED lights. Mrs. Bridges asked Mr. Brower if that is correct. Mr. Brower stated yes but it will probably be about $4,000.00. Mrs. Bridges stated well that’s better yet and she knows that everyone has not had a chance to review the application and information as yet and the deadline for the application is July 30th so she’d like to make a motion that
Under discussion Mayor Durdines asked if the count on lights includes the flashing light at the intersection of Highpoint Drive. Mr. Brower stated it is everything that you have. Mr. Gardner asked if Mr. Brower knows how these work and everything. Mr. Brower stated he knows LED and they pretty much last forever and the energy costs are considerably low. You don’t have to handle the program you just submit the application and after they put all the lights in they just send you a bill. 

Motion by Bridges/Gardner that council authorize submission of the county funded traffic signal LED program application contingent upon councils further review of the application, boroughs cost and obligation duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

ALLEGHENY POWER SUPPLY

Mrs. Bridges stated that she has a bit of information we approved going with Allegheny Power supply with our power and we’ve saved $950.00 thus far on our first power bill. 

Motion by Gardner/Alfano to approve Mrs. Bridges report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC HEALTH – MRS. CHAMBERS

Mrs. Chambers read the monthly sewer report as of July 1, 2010. 

Motion by Gardner/ Bridges to approve Mrs. Chambers report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

MR. BITTNER

Mr. Bittner stated even though we had a holiday this week County Hauling will be collecting the garbage tomorrow morning on their regular route. They had it posted in the Valley Independent and they also had notice out here on the board. So regular garbage collection tomorrow and that’s it.  Mrs. Chambers stated and they start about 3:00 am. Mr. Bittner stated he doesn’t know somewhere in there. They get Second St. done before 6:00 in the morning so they’re rolling. Mr. Gardner asked if Mr. Bittner noticed any garbage put out early. Mr. Bittner stated yes he rode around last week and Second St. basically there was quite a bit of garbage put out on Second St. Mrs. Chambers stated well these are student that put out early because after class on Thursday and are going home. Mr. Bittner stated this usually appears about Tuesday, Wednesday somewhere in that vicinity and it’s usually the same places almost all the time. Mrs. Chambers stated well if we get time jot down the addresses and give them to Dan and get letters out to these people. Mr. Bittner stated yea that would be nice and he thinks they maybe ought to increase his time too. Mr. Alfano stated hopefully. Mr. Bittner stated well that will be under Pats report, but that will help us out a little bit.
Motion by Gardner/Bridges to approve Mr. Bittner’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC HOUSING – PAT ALFANO
RECREATION AUTHORITY:

OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT
Mr. Alfano stated he will do the recreation report since Jeanine was unable to make it tonight. First of all and he’s sure that most of the public is not aware of this but the recreation authority is going to have an outdoor drive in theatre that is going to take place at the new high school stadium at no cost. Everyone in the school district as well as in the borough is invited to attend. That will take place on Friday, August 20, 2010. This company brings in an inflatable screen and they do business all over, every town in Pennsylvania so they must do a pretty good job. The feature film is going to be Hachiko a dogs tale starring Richard Gere. He stated you’ll see flyers around town and again there is no charge to the public and we hope everybody can come. There is a rain date that is scheduled as well in case it does rain. 
FAMILY FUN FAIR

This Saturday at Mechanic Street will be the family fair that was not able to take place when they dedicated the park to Bud Grebb and that will take place form 11:00 to 3:00 and there will be a lot of fun stuff for kids to do. There will be jumping games and that kind of stuff and food vendors. So if you have a change please come out to that. 

BUD GREBB MEMORIAL BASKETBALL LEAGUE

Don’t forget our Bud Grebb memorial basketball league has started and we have games every Tuesday and Thursday evening starting at 7:00 pm. There is real good competition. This year there are six teams from various high schools in the area. 

RESIGNATION OF JOSEPH AUGUSTINE

Mr. Alfano stated they had a board member resign, Joseph Augustine. 

Motion by Alfano/Bittner to accept his resignation and thank him for his service duly carried with all members present stating aye except Mr. Gardner who stated he is opposed because we lost a good person and he wishes that he would reconsider that. Mrs. Chambers stated perhaps we can get him back sometime. 

Mr. Alfano stated that he would like to ask council to advertise for applications for a replacement for Mr. Augustine on the Recreation Authority and we’re looking for workers and people that have some fresh ideas and want to come out and contribute to the recreation in the borough and he is making that in the form of a motion that was seconded by Mr. Bittner. Under discussion Mrs. Bridges asked who is paying for the advertisement. Mr. Alfano stated that the borough typically pays but if it’s not acceptable to council just send the bill to the recreation authority and we’ll reimburse you for it. He doesn’t think it’s any big deal either way. He added but it is councils responsibility to recommend appointments to the borough so he thinks it would be their responsibility to pay for the advertisement. Mayor Durdines stated he agrees. 


Motion by Alfano/Bittner to advertise for applications for a replacement for Mr. Augustine on the Recreation Authority Board duly carried on a roll call vote with Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Mr. Mariscotti, Mrs. Bridges voting yes and Mr. Gardner voting no.

ZONING/ CODE ENFORCEMENT
UNIVERSITY RENTAL INSPECTION FEES
Mr. Alfano stated he would like to give everyone an update on what has been going on with the University housing rental fees for their inspections and so forth and we’ve had negotiations between California University housing officials, Mr. Tresco of HMT, Associates and some of the members of council and he has a fee schedule to submit tonight for rental inspections for 2010. He stated keep in mind that they’ve been on a tight time frame. We didn’t get a good start with this and there was a lot of confusion and a lot of missing information from the past so we’re trying to get an equitable solution that is going to work for everyone involved. Under this agreement HMT, Associates have agreed to accept any certifications for system inspections that have already been performed by the University approved contractors and the California University officials will provide copies of those certifications for review. Any inspections that have not been performed HMT will be present for those inspections such as elevators, doors and that kind of stuff. Since there is a high volume of occupants at Vulcan Village at this time they’ve also agreed to spot check the units and not actually enter each unit since there are 770 of them up there. The inspection fees that we would like to present for approval and just to let you know in 2009 fees that the University paid for all the residents hall inspections was $26, 060.00 the 2010 fees just for the inspections will be $29, 138.00 that is a result of a 30% reduction in a per unit expense granted by HMT. There will also be a borough permit fee on top of that for 925 units that would be a total of $6, 938.00 and that is going to be a total of $36, 076.00 an increase of $10, 010.00 over last year. Keep in mind also that the university already set a budget before any of this was brought forth and we’re trying to work in everyone’s parameters and he would like to make a motion at this time that we approve this fee structure for this season only. We are going to start work immediately to try to come up with a new ordinance that is going to be all inclusive and do it all at one time and hopefully do it right this time. Motion by Alfano/Bittner to accept these fees for this inspection period only. 

Under discussion Mrs. Chambers asked Patsy if the certificates that the University will provide to HMT of their inspections that removes the liability from HMT because California University has inspected and are certifying that they have, correct. Mr. Alfano stated that may be a question for Ernie. Mr. DeHaas stated that it does pose that you do an inspection it poses liability or you’re doing it to try and ensure safe housing trying to ensure that any ordinances of the borough are followed especially with respect to the obligation to provide for public safety in connection with fire and such so he doesn’t think there is a liability there in such he thinks that as long as HMT is satisfied that these are responsible contractors performing these inspections they can rely on the inspections in lieu of doing their own. Mrs. Chambers stated she does like the idea of the spot checks up at Vulcan since it is a big volume and everything so she thinks they’ve worked very hard on this so all we have to do, again, is see how it works out. Mr. Alfano stated correct and he thinks that, as Ernie said, is at the best interest of the renters is our main goal. Whatever we are doing is going to be an improvement over what has been done in the past. 
Motion by Alfano/Bittner to accept these fees for this inspection period only duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

ORDINANCE #488

Mr. Alfano stated that he would like to ask our solicitor, Mr. DeHaas to review Ordinance #488 and in this ordinance generally when the Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code came out we opted in to adopt it. At this time the International Construction Code has replaced the UCC. He noticed obviously in paragraph 2 that you change the name from Uniform to International but he would rely on the solicitor to look throughout the rest of the ordinance to see what any other appropriate changes would be so he would like to make a motion by Alfano that we instruct the solicitor to go ahead and prepare an amendment to Ordinance #488. The motion was seconded by Mr. Bittner. 
Some one from the audience addressed President Chambers and asked if this was in regard to the fee the University’s going to pay. Mrs. Chambers stated that has already been passed yes. You should put a 1-800 or a hotline here for the people that are watching at home. He stated that his name is William Matsko so somebody can call in. Those fee scales are way out of line. They are underpaying this community. Mrs. Chambers asked Mr. Matsko if he could wait and discuss this at our general comment we are in the midst of a motion and a vote and we want to hear your comments and she asked if he would mind waiting until the end of the meeting. He apologized.  Mrs. Chambers called for a vote on the motion.
Motion by Alfano/Bittner that we instruct the solicitor to go ahead and prepare an amendment to Ordinance #488 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

BUSINESS IN ZONING OFFICE

Mr. Alfano stated they have generated about $15, 744.00 in income thus far this year from various permit fees, zoning permits, no subdivisions as of yet, but they are really now just getting into the heavy part of their applications. Our new code enforcement officer has been really busy and we have asked if he and HMT could free up a little more time for us and they think they could give us another ½ day so we may have him a full day on Tuesday a full day on Thursday because he is pretty much overwhelmed. He’s just been uncovering problems left and right in addition to all the complaints we’ve been getting and he’s been doing a good job at addressing them. We have a property that he’ll probably bring up to council that we’re going to look at condemnation with the solicitors input because it has just become a public nuisance. Mr. Alfano stated he wants to say that he has done a really great job. 
Motion by Alfano/Gardner to increase the code enforcement officer’s hours to two full days rather than one and half duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

Mr. Gardner asked if he was looking into that Ruscitto building over on the corner. Mr. Alfano stated he has a long list. He has a real long list. Mr. Gardner asked if he was looking into to McMonagles also and if there was any movement on that building. Mr. Alfano stated he believes that building may have been sold to someone who wants to repair it and open a business in it so that will be a good thing if that happens that will take off his plate as far as condemnation.  

Motion by Bittner/Bridges to approve the public housing report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC SAFETY – MR. GARDNER

MONTHLY POLICE STATISTICS

Mr. Gardner read the traffic stats for June 2010

Mayor Durdines stated before he moves on he would like to make a point on the police statistics so everybody knows that when you read the information on a per officer basis sometimes it can come out a little bit skewed because we do have some officers that only work one shift a month and then we have some that are working five shifts a week. So he wants everyone to know that everyone works hard when they do come to work but some people don’t work as often as the other ones. Mr. Gardner asked if the public would rather not hear this. He thought they wanted to hear the stats and the names. Mayor stated if they want to hear it that’s fine he was just trying to explain it a little better. Mr. Bittner asked Mr. Gardner as far as stats are concerned was anything done with his request from a week ago with having the police report put in the newspapers as requested by citizen. Mr. Gardner stated he couldn’t hear him. Mr. Bittner stated a week ago he requested that the police reports be posted into the local newspaper as it has been done before at the request of several citizens that has asked him. Mr. Gardner stated yes as a matter of fact if you look at the Valley Independent from yesterday it was in there. Mr. Bittner stated he hadn’t looked in the Valley but as long as it is operation he apologizes and appreciates that. 

METERS

Mr. Gardner stated as you know we have meters out there with no guts in them. Some are not working properly and we need to send these ones that were rejected, digital and mechanical out for repairs and he’d like council to approve that we do that. He stated he gave you a price the mechanical to repair them is $28.95 and the electronic is $38.95 but we have to get them out there before school starts. Mrs. Chambers asked if he knew how many of each. Mr. Gardner stated he test 62 digitals and 31 failed. Mechanical he tested 121 and 22 were rejected and that’s in the first batch. Then he tested 116 in the second batch and 44 were rejected. It will be over 100. Mrs. Chambers asked if he has a total of what this will cost us. Mr. Gardner stated no he does not it is $28.95 for the mechanical and $38.95 for repairs but you have to get them done. You’re not going to get them done for nothing. Mrs. Chambers she understands that she is just wondering a good number. How many digital are you sending out for a total for that? Mr. Gardner stated 31 and 6 mechanical. Mr. Alfano asked if want to keep repairing the mechanical. Mr. Gardner stated well that’s what council asked for last time. Mr. Alfano stated lets go ahead and get the electronic ones repaired and we may want to look at replacing the mechanical ones with electronic. Mr. Gardner stated that is what he wanted to do at the original proposals he had and council said what would the cost be to repair them. Mr. Alfano stated well we needed the numbers yes. Mrs. Chambers stated so if I round the digital up to $40.00 and we’re looking at 31 we’re looking at $1,230.00 to repair the digital and she likes the suggestion that we find out what it’s cost to replace some of the mechanicals and we can do it all at once. Maybe there is a savings the more you buy a volume savings, maybe not, but she thinks that the $1,240.00 to repair the digital she thinks we should do that and get those out there on the street. Mr. Bittner stated we did a price on the digital meters, what was it a $100.00 bucks a meter. Mr. Gardner stated yes to Jon. Mrs. Chambers stated and we don’t know how many we need. Mr. Gardner stated yes and if you recall there X amount of them that needed put out there and if you put that in mechanical you’re talking over a 100 meters that would be total digital. Mrs. Bridges asked at this time do all of those meters need repaired and put out there on the streets. Mayor Durdines stated absolutely, unless you do not want to have a metered zone anymore then that’s fine also we can take out all the meters. Mr. Bittner stated so there is a total of 97 meters that need repaired and we need all 97 out there on the streets. Mrs. Bridges stated we need all 97 at this time. Mayor Durdines stated like he said unless you want to reduce the metered area which for some areas we could probably do that and get away with it. He stated he doesn’t really think we need the meters here on Union Street but that is only 4 meters. Mr. Bittner stated if you take the 66 mechanical at $100.00 per meter that’s $6,600.00 Repairing them, rounding it off as Sheila did with the other one, you’re talking $2,000.00. You’re going to spend $4,000.00 more to get meters he doesn’t know is it worth it. Mr. Alfano stated it is probably for getting the electronics repaired but if we decide to buy the others we’ll have to get quotes we can’t just go ahead and order them. Mr. Bittner it is basically around $100.00 last time that’s where they were right around that area. Mr. Gardner stated he thinks it is $105.00. Mrs. Bridges stated can we get what we need repaired and look at the budget and maybe get some new meters. Mrs. Chambers stated yes she’d like to get the digitals repaired for $1,240.00. Mrs. Bridges stated yes we need those. Mrs. Chambers stated yes she’d like to see that happen. Then we can look and see, Jon said he though $6,000.00 or so for new ones then we can look and see where there is money in the various accounts and come back next month and look seriously about getting new ones. Mr. Alfano stated you can get those mechanical ones repaired and there is no guarantee that they’re not going to jamb up the first time they’re on the street again you know. Mr. Gardner stated if you look at the digital there were 62 tested and 31 of them failed. Mayor Durdines asked which ones because we have two different digital meters out on the street so that is something we need to look at too. Mrs. Chambers asked if he wanted to make a motion to repair the digital ones. Mrs. Bridges stated so the digital ones don’t seem to be anymore reliable than the other ones. Mr. Alfano stated yea but how long since they have been calibrated about seven years. You can’t go that long. We need to do them every year. Mayor Durdines stated some are older than others and like he said before there are two different companies we have meters from FP Hoffman and we have meters from POM. Mr. Gardner stated and McKay. Mayor stated is there some from McKay too. Mr. Gardner stated McKay is the one that said they would repair them for that price which was the cheapest price. Mayor asked which meters are faulty the POM the FP Hoffmans or the McKays. Mr. Gardner stated that’s right on the report he can’t answer that. This report he has is off of Joyce that has those other reports with past inspection. Mayor stated what he is getting at is that FP Hoffman is no longer in business but if POM is the lowest quoted price but all 31 of the faulty meters were theirs do we want to order POM meters because he is in favor of getting rid of all the mechanical ones and replacing them with digitals. Mr. Gardner stated most of those meters from what he told him they were either running slow or running fast. He would like council to consider at least sending out the 31 digitals at this time. Then he’ll get prices and will follow up on the rest. Mayor Durdines stated he is in agreement with that he just wants to buy some more is what he’s saying but he does not want to buy junk meters. Mr. Mariscotti stated we don’t want to have FP Hoffman meters repaired if they are out of business. Mr. Gardner stated we’re not they are gone that company is no longer existing. Mr. Mariscotti stated he understands that but are some of those meters that are being sent out for repair FP Hoffman, of the 31 how many of those are FP Hoffman ones that are out of business. Mr. Gardner stated according to McKay, he didn’t say where they came from he said he could repair them. Mayor Durdines stated that is not the answer. Mr. Mariscotti stated they are out of business for a reason and chances are it is because they made a bad meter so they’re going to keep breaking so why would we put money into repairing a meter that obviously fails. Mrs. Chambers stated alright then what does council want to do. Someone from the audience asked how long have the mechanical meters been here. Mr. Gardner responded they’ve been here a long time and he couldn’t guess how long. He knows when he was a policeman they were here. It’s been a while. Mrs. Chambers stated there is a motion so what do you want to do, do you want to table it, we need to do something with the meters, do we want to table it and come back with a very concise report that we can do something or do you want to send out the digitals right now and get them done. Mayor Durdines stated send out the digital ones and he would like Mr. Gardner to come back to them with a quote on replacing all the mechanical meters with digital ones and if you could also find out which company had more faulty meters, he’d like to know that too. 
Motion by Gardner/ Mariscotti to send out the 31 digitals, Mr. Alfano added at a cost of $38.95 each duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 
Mr. Alfano stated before we move off the meters maybe we need to look at how many meters we have left to replace and get into a program where we can budget to buy X number for the next two or three years and just get them all out of there. Mr. Bittner stated he thinks there is a lease program out there for meters too and one other thing a lot of major areas are going to now where they put a box on each corner you put your money in and you get a little ticket that you lay on your dashboard. It’s a little more work yes but that’s how Ocean City takes care of all they’re parking lots and everything. You go to the corner you put your money in you get a little ticket and if it’s for two hours it has the time stamped on there of when you’re expired and it’s no harder to check that than it is a parking meter. Maybe we can look into something like that and throw that in there also. Mrs. Bridges stated she has seen more and more of those. Mr. Bittner stated yes and then you don’t have all that maintenance on the meters and all of those kind of things. Mr. Alfano stated and the consumers can use a credit card to pay for their meter tickets or a debit card and that is less money for us to count. 
FOOD PANTRY

Mr. Gardner stated the food pantry is July 14, 2010 especially the people in high rises, please come down and it is 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm.

ZACHARY HORMELL BENEFIT

Mr. Gardner stated this is the last thing he has and a very important thing he has is the Zachary Hormell benefit we’re having at the California Young Mens club which he wants to thank for letting us do that. It is on July 14th from 11:00 to 7:00. It says on there gyros but there is going to be other stuff there. Zachary has two brothers, Stephen and Scott; he has a grandmother, Pamela Zeke and Anna May Hormell of California. He was diagnosed with liver cancer and he needs a transplant. He spoke to his mother two or three times already he’s had two chemo treatments and if you follow the Valley Independent he’s been in there two or three times. If you could come up and donate to that fund it will all go straight to that family? Gyro George is good enough to do it at just at the cost that it costs him for the stuff. So hopefully we see people from the Mon Valley and not just California. 
Motion by Alfano/Mariscotti to approve Mr. Gardner’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC WORKS – MR. MARISCOTTI

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANING

Mr. Mariscotti stated a few months ago you were a given a memorandum of understanding this laid out the ground rules and parameters of Mr. Tuday’s employment.
Motion by Mariscotti/Gardner to accept the memorandum of understanding duly carried with all members present stating aye.
GRASSCUTTERS WAGE

Mr. Mariscotti stated last month we incorrectly stated in a motion to raise the grass cutters rate of pay from $8.50 to $9.50 and it was inappropriately recorded and it should have been $8.25 to $9.25. 

Motion by Mariscotti/Alfano to correct his rate of pay to $9.25 duly carried on a roll vote with all members present voting yes.

STREET PAVING PROJECT

Mr. Mariscotti stated Jeff Tuday has talked to Stephanie Whitlatch from Pen dot, we’ve gotten prices to both pave and tar & chip Fourth St. from Ash to Liberty, which is the circle and Fifth St. from Ash to Wood. The tar & chip price comes in at, this also includes the paving of Ventura Drive in Daisytown, and Just to give you a background if we tar & chip we do not have to replace or rebuild the ADA curbs and ramps on the corners. Tar & Chip comes in at estimated at $23, 482.50. Paving those same streets come in at $45,000.00 and again that is estimated, plus $10,000.00 to remove and replace the ADA curbs which has to be done if we pave. It does not have to be done if we Tar & Chip. The good part about that is Jeff has assured him that the borough crew can handle the tear out and replacement of the ADA curbs, but it is still going to cost us about $10,000.00 to do that. Mrs. Chambers asked how long Tar & Chip lasts. Mr. Alfano stated it never goes away you’re just adding the surface that is already there. You’re building a similar surface. Mrs. Chambers stated so for $23,482.50 you’re doing fourth and fifth from the circle to the beginning of the street and then you’re also going to do Ventura. Mr. Mariscotti stated yes and he asked Jeff if Ventura gets a base layer of pavement. Mr. Tuday stated no tar & chip. Mr. Tuday stated that Mr. Mariscotti is correct. Mrs. Chambers stated that Ventura Lane needs done desperately. We also talked about one point, Jeff and her had discussed, possibly Water Street from the Library to Union is that on anybody’s radar. First Street from where the library is to Union and that is in horrible shape. Mr. Alfano stated that has always been put on the back burner because of the impending sewage up there. Mr. Bittner stated are we doing anything down there at the pump station right, are we going to do any line work in that street at all down there. Mr. Brower stated no just in the intersection down there at the railroad trestle. Mr. Bittner stated so we will be digging up the intersection there. Mr. Brower stated yes the intersection itself. Mrs. Chambers stated she knows she talked to someone about it perhaps coming from the library and going down to Union and then stopping but that street really needs done. Can we sometime get a good estimate of what it would cost to do it well? She doesn’t think it has been done since she was a child and she won’t tell you how long ago that has been. Mr. Mariscotti asked Jeff to work on that this week and get some kind of estimates for milling. Mr. Tuday he thinks the water company did half of it when they worked down there so do they want to just do half of it or do the whole thing. Mrs. Chambers asked him to get with Mr. Brower and get council some figure there so they can look for money for it. Mrs. Bridges asked if this has to be placed on bid. Mrs. Chambers stated absolutely but for right now Mariscotti do you want to make a motion to which one you want to go for on the Fourth, Fifth, and Ventura. He stated he’d say we tar and chip. Mrs. Chambers stated so you’re making a motion for $23, 482.50. He stated yes, but then stated that those are estimated prices so. Mrs. Chambers apologized and stated she thought that he went out for bid. Mr. Mariscotti & Mr. Tuday stated those are estimated but we will make a motion to put it out for bid. 
Motion by Mariscotti/Bridges to put it out for bid duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

STREET DEPARTMENT INTERVIEWS

Mr. Mariscotti stated we have received applications for the street department worker and he would like to set a date and proceed with those interviews. Mrs. Chambers asked alright do you have any dates in mind. Mr. Mariscotti stated there are nine. Mrs. Chambers stated okay do you have a date in mind to do these interviews. Mr. Mariscotti stated no not particularly he was going to wait and let everybody decide tonight. He stated next week the only night he has free is Monday that he knows of. Mrs. Chambers asked if next Monday suits everybody. Mr. Alfano stated at 6:00 pm. Mrs. Chambers stated if that is agreeable with everybody, let’s mark it down and get it going. She’s sure Jeff needs some help out there. 
STREET DEPARMTNET OPERATIONS

Street department is patching potholes. They are concentrating their efforts on Third, Wood, and Mechanic Streets and the rural areas. The ongoing vehicle maintenance to the police cars and the dump the 550 dumps, they are systematically cleaning the storm inlets and maintaining those and painting whatever needs to be done. 

REMOVAL OF TREE

As far as tree removal Mr. Mariscotti stated they removed the dead tree on Wood Street in front of PNC Bank. We also need to get estimates for the trimming of the trees this fall, the Bradford pear trees and whatever those trees are on Wood Street need to be trimmed in the fall so we will seek estimates to have those done. A couple local arbors that have done it in the past have been contacted and as soon as we get those we’ll have to make a motion to accept that. Mrs. Chambers asked if it was possible to take some leaves from some of those trees that are dying to a tree removal person and find out what’s going on. Do they need removed, do they need sprayed, because they are spreading little by little through the town. Mr. Bitter stated he would check with the University to see if they have anyone staffed that might come down and look at them because they check all those trees on campus. Mrs. Chambers stated they have someone from Penn State extension so let’s see if we can find someone to come down and look at that just to see what is going on. It’s sporadic it’s not hit or miss and she doesn’t know if it was the bad weather or not. 

PAINT SPRAYER

Mr. Mariscotti stated the street department has taken delivery of the paint sprayer and they are painting curbs. As far as supplies we still have on hand approximately 70 ton of rock salt, about 20 tons of anti skid, and about 40 tons of 2A and 2B. There are about 8 tons of cold patch and diesel is being delivered weekly and there is about 250 gallons on hand. Mrs. Chambers asked if we ever got our Pocono dust. Mr. Mariscotti stated yes it has been received used and paid for. The little bit that is left needs to put in one pile, covered up so it is good for the fall until fallball starts. 

CABLE FRANCHISE COMMITTEE

Mr. Mariscotti stated we have taken some names and some people have contacted him about the cable franchise committee. He was hoping to meet with them on Monday at 6:00 pm but that date quickly got taken up earlier in the meeting so if we can how about we set a new date the following week looks good, so how about Monday the 19th the cable franchise for those people that have contacted him will meet here at 6:00 pm. He stated that JR is on the list according to Norm and the people that have contacted him are Rose Capanna, Eric Worton, Norm , JR, and Shelly. Of course anyone else that wants to sit in on the negotiations and throw out some ideas for us so that when we do enter into a contract with Armstrong we know what we’re doing. 

Motion by Gardner/Alfano to accept Mr. Mariscotti’s report duly carried with all members stating aye. 

PERSONNEL – MRS. BRIDGES & MR. GARDNER
Nothing to report at this time

JUNIOR COUNCIL PERSON – MR. KURILKO
Nothing at this time

ENGINEER’S REPORT – MR. BROWER
Mrs. Chambers stated she would like to go into executive session Mr. Brower to discuss a real estate concern. She’d like to do that now and then come back and report on it.

Council went into executive session at 7:55 pm

Council reconvened at 8:07 pm

Mrs. Chambers stated the discussion concerned the triangle on Third Street and the property we need at the Harris farm to build the Malden pump station.

Mrs. Chambers stated she would like to have a motion please to authorize Miss Pfrogner to make three phone calls to get three estimates of appraising those two pieces of land and authorize her to accept the lowest if it doesn’t go over $1,000.00 because we need these appraisals asap. She asked if someone would be kind enough to make that into a motion. Mr. Mariscotti made the motion and someone from the audience asked a question. Mrs. Chambers asked if she has a motion on that Mr. Mariscotti made the motion and Mr. Gardner made the second. Mrs. Chambers asked for discussion by council first. Mrs. Chambers called for a roll call vote. That member of the audience asked to speak and Mrs. Chambers stated alright, fine. The audience member asked if she has called for a vote yet. Mrs. Chambers stated she is going to in just a moment. Miss Vitchoff came up and stated that the information that she wants to provide in no way is objecting to as a matter of fact this is very much for the University to own the triangle, however it is background information on an issue that may impact your decision making relative to making an appraisal and value of that property and the property that you propose to swap with earlier. So she is going to read a statement for your information. There was a study completed by Penn dot but Penn dot refused to give the borough a copy of the actual study. They gave only a summary about the needs for a traffic control light. Now this related to the triangle, so bear with her please. She stated that council should have a copy of the summary although the actual traffic study was requested by council President and the solicitor the request for the actual study was not granted. Additionally there was no resolution and has never been a resolution voted on by council to pay for a traffic light at that intersection. The only motion was that Penn dot do a study and come back with a recommendation. The long standing University’s interest in the triangle, owned by the borough was discussed by the borough that would deed the triangle to the University for a sum of $100,000.00 to help pay for any traffic light that might be needed. The minutes in the borough correspondence clearly reflect that Penn dot was demanding the borough to pay for the light and maintenance thereafter. If those requirements have changed of course, and we heard they have, perhaps a new proposed negotiation, you know the public should become aware of, which as you have let us do that. Also because you may be maintaining a traffic light that serves three Penn dot roads and one borough road are you getting a fair deal? Near the intersection of Malden Road and Wood you have Highland Rd. and Ellsworth intersection are they a part of the plan and in any event should Penn dot pay for or share the costs. Any agreement regarding the light perhaps should be made with the knowledge that there are more streets and roads that belong to Penn dot than belong to the borough, therefore shouldn’t Penn dot shouldn’t Penn dot have a higher responsibility for maintenance than the borough. Now this is how it relates here. The pump station and the triangle, the University has been seeking acquisition of the triangle for many years. When the traffic light at that intersection, that’s why she needed to reiterate that information, of Malden Road and Wood, Digons Way, Route 88 was discussed and the University was willing to pay somewhere between $150,000.00 and $185,000.00. Keep in mind that you always want to keep a positive and cooperative relationship with the university. Of course, however we must not violate borough code or even allow the appearance of violating the code in that effort to be good neighbors. The value of the triangle land based on the University’s desire to own it established a figure within that range $100,000.00 to $185,000.00 which can be confirmed verbally in discussions that were held related to the traffic light as previously mentioned. She suspects that the University and its affiliates would still be willing to pay us a substantial sum of money without having to swap land with SAI. It was discussed at a regular meeting of council the need to obtain approximately 2 acres for the pump station. The maximum amount of money for those two acres would be in the range of $20,000.00 and that figure was established because of the amount of money that was paid by SAI for that property and that is a high estimate because the cost of the house wasn’t in there. Why would we swap a piece of property that the University was willing to pay over $100,000.00 for a piece of property valued at $20,000.00? Did anyone ask or request SAI to donate this two acres for the pump station. Mrs. Chambers asked Miss Vitchoff to please sit down we’re going to have a vote now. Miss Vitchoff kept reading and stated how could you swap that with... Mrs. Chambers interrupted Miss Vitchoff and stated we are going to have a vote on the appraisal. Miss Vitchoff continued reading. Mrs. Chambers stated Miss Vitchoff you are out of line and you’re out of order, please sit down. Miss Vitchoff continued reading.  Mrs. Chambers used the gavel and stated there is a motion on the floor and she is calling for a vote. Mrs. Chambers asked Miss Pfrogner to do a roll call vote. Miss Vitchoff kept reading and Mrs.Chambers asked Miss Pfrogner if we need to get a policeman in here. Miss Pfrogner conducted a roll call vote.
Motion by Mariscotti/Gardner to authorize Miss Pfrogner to make three phone calls to get three estimates of appraising those two pieces of land and authorize her to accept the lowest if it doesn’t go over $1,000.00 because we need these appraisals asap duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 
Mayor Durdines stated being that that item was not on the agenda, under Roberts Rules, he believes Miss Vitchoff was correct in calling point of order and she should be entitled to speak. Mrs. Chambers stated that she stated they went into executive session to deal with real estate and she has asked for an appraisal. We are not giving anything away, we haven’t bought anything, and we haven’t leased anything. All we want to know is what the triangle is worth and what the 0.4 acres that we will need from the Harris farm. That is all she wants to know right now. When we get that information then we can make that decision. Mr. Bittner stated he had a similar situation like that with Mr. Maddiex one evening it was not on the agenda prior to public comment and Mr. Maddiex brought it up to me and he answered Mr. Maddiex incorrectly and he had to apologize to him for that that evening, but he thinks the Mayor is correct because he was told that he had to let Mr. Maddiex speak at that point in time since it wasn’t on the agenda per say. Mrs. Chambers stated under additions and changes to agenda she said she put down that she wanted an executive session on real estate concerning Malden Granville sewage extension. There was some confusion and Mr. Bittner stated he remembers her saying that yes. But he doesn’t know how far she went with it. Mr. DeHaas will probably have to declare on that. Mrs. Mariscotti stated it would seem to her that perhaps Miss Roberts               maybe this would help her since this has already been researched for her. It should be a real help to her in what you are asking Miss Roberts to do. Mrs. Chambers stated Miss Roberts is not here. Why are we asking Miss Roberts to do anything? Mrs. Mariscotti stated wait a minute aren’t you asking for a motion from council to have her get some appraisals. Mrs. Chambers stated she is asking Miss Pfrogner, the secretary. Mrs. Mariscotti apologized but here again it would be a great help to Miss Pfrogner. Mr. Bittner stated right now that his understanding of his vote on his motion was just to get appraisals done on this property; we have not made any decisions what we are going to do with these two parcels of property yet. Mrs. Chambers stated that is correct we don’t know what they’re worth so we can do nothing until we get an idea of what they’re worth. Mr. Bittner stated then we enter into negotiations with the University then on what we want to do with these properties once we have the value of these properties ascertained, is that not correct. That was the reason for his vote also to get a value on these properties if we got a starting point to enter into negotiations with the university on these two parcels. Mr. Alfano stated everyone is going to surprised when they see what that land is worth. 
TAX EXEMPT CERTIFICATE

Mrs. Chambers stated Mr. Brower you talk about a tax exempt certificate, what is that sir. Mr. Brower stated when contractors generally do work for municipalities they don’t have to pay taxes on the materials. The municipality usually gives them a tax exempt certificate for that project so they do not pay taxes on that type of materials. Most municipalities are willing to do that. Mr. Alfano asked Miss Pfrogner if we finished the vote. Miss Pfrogner stated yes we had 6 yeses. Mr. Alfano apologized. Mr. Brower stated he believes the contractor that did the emergency sewer repair down there wanted it. Mrs. Chambers asked what do we have to do. Mr. Brower stated just type a certificate. Miss Pfrogner said she understands but wanted verification from him.

Motion by Gardner/Bridges to accept the engineers report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

MAYOR DURDINES
HOLLYWOOD THEATRE

Mayor Durdines stated first up is the update on the Hollywood theatre that was the engineering company that is handling the creation of the bid specifications for the demolition of the Hollywood theatre. They’re looking at approximately October as to when it should be demolished that of course could change but that is the target date they are setting. Also there has been some discussions from the borough that we wish them to save the entire marquee. From an engineering stand point he’s being told that’s probably not entirely possible. They’re afraid of damaging the marquee when they try to disconnect it from the building and also there is the question what do we do with it after we take if off of there. Someone stated they will donate the space for storage if you want to take it down. Mayor stated okay that is new information he will talk to the engineering company to see if that is something they think can be done. What he did ask them in the meantime assuming that they can’t preserve the entire marquee, he did ask them if they could just unbolt the panels on the vertical section of the marquee that says Hollywood because it looks like there are just some rivets or screws holding them in and they said yes they would add that to the bid specifications. But if it is council’s desire again to save the entire marquee again he will relay that message and he will also relay that Mr. Vitchoff is offering to donate some property. 

NIMS CERTIFICATIONS

Mayor stated he knows Donna said she is making arrangements and he talk to Tony and he thinks Donna said she is coming down here to do it and that may be a good opportunity for Mr. Gardner and Mrs. Chambers and Miss Roberts can go through the class together it may help. But again he will need a copy of those certifications as soon as you can. Mrs. Bridges stated she will coordinate that. Mayor stated that works. 

CHIEF OF POLICE INTERVIEWS

Mayor Durdines stated we also talked about the Chief of Police interviews. We have what 12 applications Mr. Gardner. Mr. Gardner stated 13. Mayor stated okay 13 applications. He thinks we owe it to these people to conduct an interview since we advertised for it or we need to notify them of our intentions regarding that position. So at the committee meeting Mr. Gardner and Mayor discussed trying to set up a date to do the interviews, if that is still councils’ desire we can proceed with that and notify council once we set up something. Mr. Gardner stated that is fine with him and since Mayor is off on Thursdays that would be a good day. Mr. Bittner stated that’s fine with him too. Mayor asked if everyone else was okay with that and they stated sure. Mayor stated we will work together on that and will notify you when we’ve set a date and times for the interviews and all of that. 

CLEANING UP ALONG PIKE RUN STREAM

Mayor stated we also talked about cleaning up along the Pike Run stream between where it meets the Monongahela River and up to Rotary Park. Jennifer Griffin had approached him about making that a community effort. We did not set a date yet and he asked Jennifer if she had any preferences to that. Mayor asked her if she just wanted to pick something and we can post it on some signs around town. She stated sure. Mayor stated there are some larger objects and we are going to need some help and he thinks a member of council even suggest that we have the borough truck come down and assist with hauling away some of the debris. Mr. Gardner stated if he could interject for a minute. There is two gentlemen sitting out there from the college, one is going to coordinate the effort that we have to clean up the whole town. So let him know and he will contact them and they can get a group together. Mayor stated if they already have a date in mind when they want to do it, the whole town clean up, and maybe we could just do it all in the same day. 

TAYLOR’S SQUARE
Mayor stated also discussed improvements at Taylor Square otherwise known as the Liberty Circle. We need some sidewalk replacement and also some additional landscaping and Mr. Bittner suggested maybe some accent lighting. Mayor stated that he is going to be working with Fayette Engineering on that to try and develop a plan and hopefully he can have that by the next meeting. .

PAVING A LOT THAT THE BORUGH OWNS

Also there have been some discussions before about paving a lot that the borough owns on Second St. to use for reserve parking. Rather than doing that he would like to keep some information at the police window regarding the parking lot that sits directly behind Todd’s that is privately owned and being privately rented on a monthly basis. That way it will save us the cost of paving a lot and also encourage some private business here in the borough. So if no-one objects to that he will collect the information from the Todd’s and we can keep that available at the window. 

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER

Mayor stated the school resource officer for 2010 -2011 school year, there is a copy of the proposed agreement in your packets and it should be the last page. The agreement is pretty standard compared to last year and the previous couple of years. For 2010-2011 school year, he proposes to use Badge #1, Officer Encapera, as the School Resource Officer so at this time he is asking for a motion from council that we approve this agreement. Mr. Alfano made the motion and Mr. Bittner seconded the motion. Under discussion Mr. Alfano stated he would like to submit to the motion that it would be signed with the Solicitors approval after his review if that’s okay. Mayor stated that’s fine. Mrs. Chambers asked if it has been submitted to the Solicitor. Mayor stated he doesn’t know if it has or not but. Mrs. Bridges stated so should we vote on it now or wait until we hear from Ernie. Mr. Alfano stated no he thinks we can just do it. Mayor stated no we’ve done other things contingent upon stuff so he doesn’t see a problem with that. Mrs. Bridges stated she hasn’t really had a chance to look at this can we talk about this in executive session. Is it appropriate? Mayor stated you can if you’d like to. It’s pretty straight forward the school district would reimburse the borough for the wages and overtime associated with having the officer up there and also for a portion of the benefits related to the officer being up there. And this of course would be contingent on approval from the School board also. Mr. Alfano asked if there are any substantial changes or disagreements from the one we’ve had the past 5 or 6 years. The Mayor stated the only substantial change is the addition of them paying a portion of the medical benefits; otherwise it is entirely the same except the Officer’s badge number has changed and with that it changes the rate of pay. Mrs. Chambers stated so if something happens and badge #1 can not do this; what happens then. Mayor stated that is also covered in the agreement. The borough would then make arrangements to put someone else up there to staff the School Resource officer’s position. Mrs. Bridges stated they will pay the benefits for any substitute that needs to go up there. Mayor stated assuming it will be a full time officer. Mayor stated like he said this would be subject to approval also by the School Board, so they may very well vote no, he doesn’t really see that happening, but it is possible. Mrs. Bridges asked so in other words the school district is going to pay for this officer in total? Mayor stated assuming they pass the agreement. Jennifer Griffin stated that agreement was passed last month. Mayor stated okay then there you go. Mrs. Chambers stated the agreement was passed before we saw it. Mr. Mariscotti stated it was passed by the School board last month. Mrs. Chambers asked if there is any further discussion on this. Mrs. Bridges stated she doesn’t have a problem with it if they are paying the whole bill. But we are going to have to replace a police officer here because that takes one of our police officers off the street. Mayor stated well we did it for a couple of months at the end of  the last school year here and it didn’t seem to be a problem and we hired two additional part time people both of which are able to go off on their own and work unsupervised. Mrs. Bridges stated she knows the school district is concerned about the safety of their students. So are we and she doesn’t think anybody up there is not concerned about the safety of our students but we’re also concerned about the safety of our citizens and the University students that come into our borough every year also. Mayor Durdines stated he agrees 100% Miss Bridges, but typically during the day we staff a little bit lighter to save some money because most of the activity is in the evening. However, on certain occasions there has been some extenuating circumstances where one officer can’t handle the call volume. In that instance having that extra officer stationed up at the school that we are not paying for that comes in handy and on several occasions they’ve come down and assisted with the daylight officer on different incidents. So and there is no change in the pay the school district kept paying the officer even if spends an hour handling something elsewhere in the borough. So you’re basically getting another free officer during the day. Mrs. Chambers stated there was an incident where the officer would not leave the school and the Chief needed him down here to serve a warrant and he refused to go. Can we address that that there needs to be something in here that if borough’s needs come first that if the borough needs someone and needs that school resource officer to assist they must come down and we can reimburse the school or adjust whatever it is on an hourly basis. Mayor stated that has always been the circumstances whoever is on daylight if they call for assistance the other officer generally comes down. Now if daylight officer and he doesn’t know the circumstance that she’s referring to, still has the primary responsibility of handling the calls. The daylight officer is not to pass the calls off to the school resource officer just because they’re doing something else. Mrs. Chambers stated well there are time though that you need two officers you wouldn’t send an officer alone into a dangerous situation and you would need that second officer, would you not. Mayor stated he agrees. Mrs. Chambers stated well we may need to address that and make that clear. Mr. Mariscotti stated well isn’t that anytime in the day and most times the other 16 hours a day we only have one officer on except on the weekends where we have somebody working a split shift. So it is a mute point. Mayor Durdines thanked Mr. Mariscotti. Mrs. Chambers stated you think. Mr. Mariscotti stated yes. Mrs. Chambers stated well she doesn’t but that is okay. Mayor stated if you give him more money he will put a whole bunch of people out there and we won’t need to have this conversation. Mrs. Chambers stated a lot of it comes down to we can not extend man power. Mrs. Chambers asked if there was any further discussion. Mr. Gardner stated he thought Mayor was looking into part time officers to send up there. Mayor stated we do not have a part time officer that is interested in working there so this seems to be the only option. The officer that got selected is dare trained, the district is already familiar with him, the student are already familiar with him. Mr. Gardner stated if Officer Encapera goes on vacation for 4-5 weeks, and he’s not saying all at one time, who is going to fill that slot. Mayor stated typically we try to rotate some part time people in there that is usually what happens. Mr. Gardner stated so are we saying that a part time don’t want to go up and take that job. Mayor stated no but they will be assigned there during his vacation period. 
Motion by Alfano/Bittner to approve the  2010-2011 school year agreement to use Badge #1, Officer Encapera, as the School Resource with the contingency of Solicitor DeHaas review and approval duly carried with Mr. Bittner, Mr. Mariscotti, Mrs. Bridges, Mr. Alfano voting yes and Mrs. Chambers and  Mr. Gardner voting no. 

Mr. Gardner stated he is voting no and wants the people to know that unless there is more done with this agreement he won’t agree it to. Once they do some more to the agreement his vote will be yes, but right now it’s no. Mayor stated he would like to thank borough council for approving that agreement and he knows that the school district and all the parents really appreciate that and it is a good program and he’s happy to see it continue for another school year. 
Mayor stated he did want to mention something that is associated with something that was under Mr. Alfano’s report and that was the family day down at the park. Mayor stated just so the public is aware Mechanic Street is going to be closed from Third Street just down to Second St. to accommodate that. So that will take place in the morning on Saturday and will end Saturday afternoon. Mr. Alfano thanked Mayor for bringing that up. 
Motion by Mariscotti/Alfano to approve the Mayors report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Nothing to report at this time.

OLD BUSINESS

Nothing at this tmie

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Gardner stated he has one thing it was mentioned about the acoustics in this building and he happened to get a hold of the architect Kenny Kulak and he said when this building was built, and Irene and Artie would probably know more than him, he said when it was built and especially this part it was not suited for speakers. Back at that time we also were not televised. So he’s saying, in his opinion, acoustics panel need put up in that ceiling. He said it is a 4 x 8 sheet. What he is doing now is looking into it and seeing if we can put it up there and try it before we get into buying anything. He said give it a try and see if it will work. In his opinion he thinks it will work. Mr. Gardner stated he mentioned to him about putting speakers this way and he said that will not do the job, regardless of where you go with the speakers it is not going to work, you got to have those panels up there because that is where the sound bounces off of. He’s waiting for him to get back to him if it’s alright with council we could try it and there is no cost to it and see if it works. Mrs. Chambers thanked him. 

RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS

Mrs. Chambers thanked Mr. Brower and Mr. DeHaas for being at the meeting. Mr. Bittner asked if Mr. DeHaas could stay. He stated that a lot of times questions come up here and then we don’t have answers for people. Mrs. Chambers stated that she was told that Mr. DeHaas that he does not represent the people, he represents the council so there may be a conflict of interest. Mr. Bittner stated well sometimes there are questions asked and we may need him to give us an answer. Mr. Mariscotti stated and he can give it to us. Mr. Bittner stated yes. Mrs. Chambers stated well if it is going to cost us we’ll have to take a vote if you want Mr. DeHaas to stay. 
Motion by Mariscotti/Gardner to have Mr. DeHaas stay until the meeting is adjourned. Under discussion Mayor asked if this was on a permanent basis or is this just for tonight. Mrs. Chambers stated she thinks it is only for tonight. Mr. Mariscotti stated he would like it for a permanent basis this is coming up every month. Mrs. Chambers stated then it needs further discussion so we can do it tonight if so vote it in.

Motion by Mariscotti/Gardner to have Mr. DeHaas stay until the meeting is adjourned duly carried on a roll call vote Mr. Gardner, Mr. Mariscotti, Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner voting yes and Mrs. Bridges and Mrs. Chambers voting no.
JENNIFER GRIFFIN
Miss Griffin stated she would like to go on the record as stating that she is a parent with a child in the school district and would like to thank the borough for supporting the SRO program. 

ROSE URICK

Mrs. Urick stated she has a few questions. The first question she has is the sell of the grocery store has this been finalized. Mrs. Chambers stated not to her knowledge but she is not 100% in the loop either. Mrs. Urick asked who is handling this deal. Mrs. Chambers stated not council. Mr. Alfano stated the investors, he believes, that are considering the project it is their deal. Mrs. Urick stated she has heard there is a plan to put a mini Vulcan Village up there is this true. Mrs. Chambers stated she was told apartment buildings, two of them. Mrs. Urick stated okay. 

Mrs. Urick stated on June 17th there was a meeting between council and the new zoning people and she was wondering why the zoning officials on the hearing board, her, Mr. Maddiex, and Mr.Gutosky were not invited . Mr. Alfano stated it was open to the public. Mrs. Urick stated they were not made aware of that and did not know. Mr. Alfano apologized and stated he’s sure we advertised that, didn’t we. Miss Pfrogner stated most definately it was an advertised meeting. Mrs. Urick stated that they would like to be kept up on all issues that have to do with the Zoning. Mr. Alfano stated he doesn’t think there was anything actually changed was there. Not as far as zoning ordinances or anything. Mrs. Chambers stated we didn’t change anything. Mrs. Urick stated from Mr. Large over to the HMT group. Mrs. Chambers stated they have been very thorough at explaining that at each meeting she thought. Mr. Alfano stated he’ll keep that in mind if we have something that is going to be broad based for zoning we will be sure to invite you guys the next time. Mr. Bittner stated in the past, we have always, anytime the zoning ordinance was ever changed we had input from the zoning hearing board and the planning commission when they were still in effect. Mrs. Chambers stated we weren’t changing anything. Mr. Bittner stated yes he knows but he was just saying, we’ve never kept the zoning hearing board out, we’ve always got the planning commission and comments form the zoning hearing board and the planning commission anytime the zoning ordinance was changed. Basically all we discussed last time was the type of inspections we were going to do that is all and how they were going to handle it. Mrs. Urick stated what she meant by changes is no-one on the zoning hearing board has met anyone from the new group, HMT. If we have any type of hearings come up we would like to meet these people before hand and that is what she is actually saying. 

Mrs. Urick asked she’d like to know what are the qualifications of operating the decibel meter if this needs to be done by someone on council for research and get back to me at a later date she would appreciate it. Mr. Gardner asked if that was for noise. Mrs. Urick stated yes. Mr. Alfano stated he didn’t know and in the borough code there is nothing he knows of. Mr. Gardner stated there is nothing in there. Mr. Alfano stated he thinks any police officer can do it. Mr. Gardner stated if you’re talking about noise you have to hit so high of a decibel before you can cite anybody. Mrs. Chambers stated we had on loan a decibel reader because we didn’t buy one because we couldn’t find anybody to calibrate it. They say you can’t use it if it is not calibrated. Mayor stated he thinks we did buy one. Mrs. Chambers stated we can look through the minutes but we talked about this and we could not find, well let her say this Mr. Large could not find anybody to calibrate the decibel meter that was on loan to the borough. We can ask Mr. Cottrell if he knows anything about decibel meters. Mr. Alfano stated sure. Mrs. Uric stated why she is asking is if they have to have special training, license, certified, whatever she would like to know. Mrs. Chambers stated she’ll find out for her. 
ARTHUR HARRIS

Mr. Harris stated he has one brief thing to add while Mr. DeHaas is here. He stated you went into executive session on real estate. It’s no litigation there is nothing and you came back and you wanted to get three quotes. That was an illegal executive session, correct. Mr. DeHaas stated he will not answer questions from the public unless council wants to ask Mr. Harris stated he thought that is why council wanted him to stay here in case the public wants to ask a question. Mrs. Chambers stated as it was explained to her before it is a conflict and she is under the impression that discussing real estate and the value of it was a legitimate reason for calling an executive session. Mr. DeHaas stated if council wants some reassurance on that subject you are absolutely right. Mr. Harris stated if you are doing negotiations. Mrs. Chambers stated Mr. Harris he is giving you and he is giving it through me a legal opinion in that we were correct in what we did. Now you can disagree with that that is your certain right. Mr. Harris stated that is fine if that is his answer but he feels he is correct. Mr. Mariscotti stated we didn’t enter into any negotiations we didn’t discuss any negotiation. Mr. Harris stated that is what he is saying. Mr. Mariscotti stated we just simply met to get an appraisal. Mrs. Chambers stated we wanted to know which direction we wanted to go in. Mr. Harris stated that could have been done right out here in the open. Mr. Harris stated all you talked about was getting three bids. If you go back to what Lorraine was trying to tell you. He is very familiar with that triangle and he’s the one that negotiated most of that stuff, okay. The red light was $187,000.00 whenever we talked about this phase III or phase IV was born out of a pilot grant or pilot program at the University. We approached the university and the people that were on council at that time can verify if they want to and if not that is fine too he told them to give us a $185,000.00 for the triangle and we’ll pay the $2,000.00 and put a red light up at the thing because it is still going to benefit you people down there. That is a fact at what we were looking at. Now to get appraisals for the triangle Mr. Alfano is a realtor and there is no way we’re going to get an appraisal that close, so what he would have done if he was on council was go back to the University to see if they were willing to pay. Mr. Alfano stated they did and it was nowhere near $100,000.00 or $185,000.00. Mr. Harris stated then he would have kept the triangle. Mrs. Chambers stated did we get rid of the triangle, did she miss a vote here. We’re just talking about this that is all we need to know what it is worth. Mr. Harris stated fine. 
Mr. Harris asked if the borough does meter collection in zones anymore. He hears them talking about digital meters, mechanical meters. When we did it up to 2005 we can tell you in each zone how much money we was bringing in. When the meters went bad that’s’ the place we bought the meters for to replace them first where we was making money to recoup the cost of the meters and stuff. He stated that is what we should be doing now and he doesn’t know if they’re still doing it.  Maybe that is something you should get back into. That is constructive criticism it can help you out where you’re not wasting your money on a new meter, and he doesn’t know what they are now he’ll just use a figure from when he was here, $110.00 you’re not going to let it sit down here on the end of Third Street where it could be up on Sixth St. okay. 

He stated one other thing the Loop road. Now those meters aren’t going back in correct. Mayor stated he would like to comment on the meters if he may. Mayor stated what we do is there are certain areas of the borough where the meters are priced a little differently like in the high traffic areas. So what our parking enforcement officer generally does is if we have to take a substantial amount of meters from one area and into a high traffic area we will move meters from a low traffic area into a high traffic area. He stated he didn’t go out and do it himself but that is typically how that occurs. Mr. Harris stated what we did on top of that started actually when Tex was the meter man. What we did we started and we zoned  to see the income and leave the meters where the bad ones we always made sure that they was operating and take them out in high income areas you know. Mrs. Bridges asked Mr. Harris if the negotiation that he pursued with California University is that in print? Mr. Harris stated is it in print. Mrs. Bridges stated is it in writing? Mr. Harris stated no it is not in writing, but it was held with employees of Cal U which he called some yesterday just to verify. There is two out of three. There were three entities between California University, the Fire Dept. and the Council of the borough in discussions. In fact when the fire whistles went off that first truck pulled out of the fire department everything was remote, every truck had a remote and every red light up at that intersection turned red and they had the complete right of way so there would be no accidents and that was all laid out and checked with the State, the Engineer, and Willie, he was from Brownsville, he worked on that project. Mr. Bittner stated the last engineers that we talked to there is suppose to preemption in these lights the last time which is  us controlling the light. Mrs. Brides thanked Mr. Harris
LORRAINE VITCHOFF

Miss Vitchoff stated first she would like to thank those who gave her the respect that she deserves as a citizen, a taxpayer, and a citizens of the United States of America for allowing her freedom of speech and trying to follow  Roberts Rules of Order. Now she will finish what she was saying because she was not here to be an obstructionist, she was not trying to give information that would halt anything, or in anyway specifically respectfully to Mr. Alfano that would interfere with all the work that you have done. She just wanted to give some information that would perhaps be useful to them that they would be able to rely upon because some people weren’t here when these things happened. So she will finish her statement and it was also a little bit of information that just in case some of things happened it would protect actually all of you so she will finish. She stated she will begin where she had started to be gaveled down and there was confusion. She stated it was discussed at the regular meeting of council that the need to obtain approximately two acres for the pump station. The maximum amount of money for those two acres would be in the range of $20,000.00. The question is why would swap a piece of property that the University was willing to pay at one time over $100,000.00 for a piece of property worth around $20,000.00. She asks and this is just a suggestion that perhaps someone would want to ask if SAI would like to donate that two acres and how could we swap that land that has two substantially unequal values especially when after you place the pump station on that land it will substantially increase the value of the remaining acreage for SAI. That land will have a tremendous potential having acquired sewage. Unlikely, but worse case scenario would be if SAI was totally uncooperative such as not to donate, pricing then this property could be condemned for a lot less money and taken by eminent domain. She doesn’t think that is going to happen and she is not insinuating that she is just stating the scenario for the tax payers as well. The borough code requires in all instances of transfers of ownership of real or personal property the borough must receive a fair and just compensation and only under close scrutiny can the borough with other municipalities and the commonwealth of Pennsylvania transfer real and personal property without the same being of equal value. If you swap these two properties, one being valued at one time over $100,000.00 and the other around $20,000.00 wouldn’t that open up to being surcharged. If the University or SAI is going to make a substantial contribution to the light or to the borough or perhaps maybe you should negotiate with them. She would think that then and only then you would want to deed over the triangle. SAI is a non profit corporation therefore fair and just compensation would have to be received by the borough. A negotiation such as this would give the borough funds that could be used for special projects and that is all she wanted to say and she is not asking for legal opinion and she thanked them for having Mr. DeHaas stay and because we do pay his salary it is good for him to understand what their concerns are so he can in fact guide all of you. Mrs. Bridges asked Dr. Vitchoff if she has a copy of that what she just read. Mrs. Bridges stated she apologizes because she couldn’t hear all of that. Miss Vitchoff stated she passed a copies around and she apologized for any typographical errors she does type those quickly sometimes. Miss Vitchoff stated if she needs another copy she still has some. 
JANET BATEMAN

Mrs. Bateman stated that she would like to thank Galvie because when she talked about the acoustics and the people at home trying to hear the meetings. After the meeting people even ask her on the street they say you’re right we can’t hear it at home and that they are difficulty and they would like to know what is gong on and so she thinks it really does need to be looked into as they are the taxpayers also in this town. 

Second of all she would like to address, several years ago, say maybe seven or eight years ago, part of Pennsylvania Avenue going towards the Italian Club all of that was tar and chipped. There was a lot of complaints from the residents in those areas that they couldn’t even sit on their porches. So maybe that needs to be addressed before anything she knows council decided to do that and it might be the cheaper route but is it the right. It might be something you take into consideration talking to some of those residents up there because she remembers there was a lot of controversy about that and on hot day the tar would stick to their cars and there was a lot of controversy over it and she thinks that to save you guys aggravation and problems it is a possibility that you check into that and maybe go the more expensive route even though days and times like these it’s not always the best but then again it may be the best. Mrs. Chambers stated we will look into that absolutely. Mrs. Bateman she knows there were difficulties very much so.
Third, when we are talking about the triangle and she has been attending these meetings for years probably 25 – 30 years ago even this was brought up the University wished to purchase the triangle council she thinks needs to check the minutes. You need to maybe check with Virginia Pipik and Audrey Knight because there may be more to this than you realize, she doesn’t know she is just saying that borough council voted no several times to this. Why she does not no, but there again she is saying that we need to keep good relations with the college but there might be something you need to check into on this triangle because of so many different times it has been brought up and so many times it has been voted down. That is all she needs to say.
JIM MADDIEX

He stated he’ll be brief since the meter is running. The triangle when you go to vote on it is not just a piece of land it is also location. Second is when the Mayor talked about Taylor Square you can use the Community Development Block Grant  to decide what and that would tie into the community beautification. The third thing is with Sheehans closing he believes we need a grocery store in the borough somewhere. There is not a lot as council that you can do, but there is one thing you can suggest is that when the Hollywood theatre comes down you can have a council resolution that a grocery store be put in there. Now that doesn’t carry any wait as such but if there would be one it would be factor in getting one there. And the fourth thing is 17th of June at the 1:00 pm meeting you did have a work session. He believes he was the only public there and Herald Standard was there and it was duly advertised in the newspaper which is how he found out about it and not too much zoning was talked about, but you did talk about the rates of inspection fees. 

MR. SEARS

Mr. Sears stated he encouraged about the direction council is taking about the intersection of Skyline and Wood Street with regards to traffic signals going in there. It is a very dangerous situation and he thinks it is even more dangerous now with the 4-way stop because you do have a number of people coming up Malden Drive and just right into that intersection not paying attention to that stop sign. So that’s a start, but his question now is what about further down towards 43 at the Third St. extension and Malden Drive. He stated he knows there has been numerous accidents there to include at least one fatality that he is aware of and so that is the direction that council needs to go. And as well to try and speed up anything to get traffic signals at that location which then goes back to something that he has asked for previously with regards to some type of strategic plan. We talked about the parking meters and the repairs and the replacements so thereof also street maintenance and street repair and with that stop light issue it seems to him if we program a lot of this and it is budgeted out over time then we wouldn’t find ourselves in a situation where we are trying to do too much at one time and maybe not have the money for the resources to do that. If we could program it out over time we’ll probably see that a lot more could be accomplished and more accomplished with the limited resources that we do have. If we get the parking meters squared away we might find ourselves in a better situation.  Mayor Durdines stated that Mr. Sears brought up a good point about Third Street extension and Malden since the state put the stop signs in by the fire department he thinks there has only been one accident that he is aware of and that has happened just recently. Down at that intersection at Third and Malden we’ve seen an increase in the accidents there so that is something that definitely needs addressed. And also he mentioned about the traffic coming up Malden and he has requested one of the electronic signs from Penn dot, the message board that would say stop sign ahead just to draw a little more attention to it and he was shot down on that. Mr. Mariscotti stated you were shot down by Penn dot not council. Mayor stated correct by Penn dot and not by the borough. Mr. Mariscotti stated people seem to be speeding through that and not stopping when they come off of 43. If we could ask the Chief to pick up patrols on that area and have the police monitor speed through there that would significantly slow everyone down. Mayor stated when he did talked to Penn dot about the electronic message boards that was last year we can always approach that and request again. Mr. Mariscotti stated who is paying for the one at the fire hall. Mayor Durdines stated we could rent that one and assist us in placing it. Mr. Bittner stated it is like $1,500.00 a month..
Mrs. Chambers asked if there were any more comments and since there were none she adjourned the meeting at 9:02 pm
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