Regular Meeting of California Borough Council, May 13, 2010 at 6:30 pm
CALL TO ORDER:

President Chambers called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm

ATTENDANCE:

Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Gardner, Mr. Mariscotti, Miss Roberts, Mayor Durdines

ABSENT: 

Junior Council member Kurilko

MOMENT OF SILENCE: 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

ADDITIONS OR CHANGES TO THE AGENDA

Mayor Durdines added- California University events

MUNITES:
Motion by Roberts/Gardner to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of

April 8, 2010 duly carried with all members present stating aye.

Motion by Roberts/Bridges to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting of 

April 22, 2010 duly carried with all members present stating aye.

Motion by Roberts/Bridges to approve the minutes of the special Meeting of 

May 3, 2010 duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

There was no public comment at this time

SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT- MISS PFROGNER

Miss Pfrogner read the account payables and account balances as of April 20, 2010.

Motion by Gardner/Alfano to approve the Secretary/Treasurer’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – MRS. CHAMBERS

RESOLUTION 10-001- OVERRIDE MAYOR’S VETO
Mrs. Chambers stated that last month she asked them all to approve a resolution that would change our ordinance that the penalty for a late payment on the sewer bill would go from $5.00 to 10% of the unpaid balance. The Mayor vetoed that resolution and she would like a motion to override the Mayor’s veto. Miss Roberts made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Bridges. Under discussion Miss Roberts stated she doesn’t quite understand and I’m going to need an explanation because she didn’t understand the reason. Because 10% of $42.00 is $4.20, as posed to $5.00 so it is actually, a later fee would be less for those of us that pay it; it’s less so she didn’t understand where his increase was. Mayor Durdines stated that his concern was for those who may not be able to pay their full bill for multiple payment periods. Mrs. Chambers stated that she researched with Ms. Evans and most of those were landlords and unfortunately, some of them and it’s borne out on our new report here, wait until they get a shut off notice. Because they can owe three or four thousand dollars but the late fee is only maybe $60.00 so they are not compelled in anyway to pay that until there is a shut off notice out. Last month we had over $26,000.00 in delinquent sewage bills, the shut off notices went out and it has now dropped to $17,000.00. We don’t go out in the winter; the water company will not allow that with good reason, so a lot of these backed up.  We have done the research with Ms. Evans it is not the $42.00 people they are here the day they get their bill. If the mail is delivered in the morning they’re down here paying their $42.00. But there are those that consistently wait until they get the shut off notice, and she would really like to go after them, and so that is the reason she asked for the 10% penalty. Mayor Durdines stated that’s fine, we disagreed on it and that is perfectly okay. Mr. Gardner asked why is this a problem year after year after year after year, it seems like there is never a zero. It’s either this number didn’t pay or that number didn’t pay but it’s never everybody paid. Most of us pay then there are others that just don’t pay. Mrs. Chambers stated she noticed also from talking with other people, these are the same people that have the mind set that they don’t pay their taxes until they get the sheriff’s notice. You and I pay our taxes promptly, most people do but there are those that like the use of other people’s money and that’s just when they get the notice that it’s going to sheriff sale they are at the courthouse paying their bill, and that is just the mind set of some people. Anyway any more discussion. Miss Roberts stated that she thinks another problem is which we should work on it and I don’t know how many of them are. I know that some landlords have their individual units bundled. She knows of a landlord that has 40 units, 40 separate units, and he gets one bill and if he’s late it’s $5.00 and it’s not fair, and this landlord is collecting over $300,000.00 a year in rentals. So meanwhile we little peons that you know, our late fee would go down to $4.20 and his goes to $4.20 so we have to un-bundle those. Mayor Durdines stated so you’ll save .80 per month if you don’t pay your bill. Miss Roberts stated but it is not an increase for you know. Mayor Durdines stated he disagreed with the majority of council that voted to pass it so he vetoed it which he is well within his right to do under the borough code. We have not reached any sort of impasse here, you know we simply had a disagreement and we can move forward from here and work on other issues together and hold hands and sing songs and it will be wonderful. Miss Roberts stated that she is not questioning his right to do that she just didn’t understand his math is all. Mayor Durdines stated he uses fuzzy math, like George Bush. 
Motion by Roberts/Bridges to override the Mayor’s veto on Resolution 10-001 duly carried with Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Miss Roberts, Mr. Gardner, and Mrs. Bridges voting yes and Mr. Mariscotti voting no.

Mrs. Chambers thanked council and stated that she would have Ms. Evans put a notice on there that we will begin this 10% penalty in thirty days. This gives people a chance to come in get caught up and we will bend over backwards to be fair. Mayor Durdines thanked council man Mariscotti.

ELECTRICAL SUPPLIER 

Mrs. Chambers asked Mr. Brower to explain to everyone the saving we can incur from this electrical supplier. Mr. Brower stated electric will be deregulated in a month like gas and Allegheny power he guesses Allegheny Energy Supply, in this case are going to brokering power and taking contracts and giving an estimate on the street lighting power and they’ve given us a better rate to save approximately $10,000.00 a year. So there are other boroughs and municipalities going in on this and it seems to be a good idea. Mrs. Chambers stated so you have sent them copies of our bills for the street lighting, this $10,000.00 bill for the street lighting which runs about $60,000.00 to $70,000.00 a year correct and they’re saying if we sign a contract with them they can save us $10,000.00 on average a year for the street lights. Mr. Brower stated yes based on past consumption and new rate we’ll save an estimate of about $10,000.00 a year. Mr. Gardner asked if that is every year. Mr. Brower stated well this is a one year contract so no promises next year, I think you’ll probably save the first couple of years and then things will go back to where they were. Mrs. Chambers stated that she would like a motion and asked Mr. Brower what the name of the company is. Mr. Brower stated Allegheny Energy Supply it will be brokered by a company called PTEX, they’re just carrying out the process but your contract will be with Allegheny Energy. Mrs. Chambers stated and it cost us nothing. Mr. Brower stated no other than the use of the electricity. Mrs. Chambers stated so we enter into a contract for them to broker the electric into us and save us $10,000.000. Mr. Brower agreed. 
Motion by Gardner/Roberts to enter into this contract with Allegheny Energy Supply to save $10,000.00 approximately, duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

Mr. Bittner asked Art that he saw that he said in another municipality we might be able to get on board with our sewage plant and stuff later on is this a possibility. Mr. Brower stated his understanding is if when they see what the demand is from this and if there is capacity left and then they’ll discuss that. Mrs. Chambers stated that is good we’ll just keep moving forward on that and she thanked Mr. Bitter.
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Mrs. Chambers stated that the public library’s flood insurance is up for renewal and it is with FEMA and it is $717.00 for the year which insures the building for $50,000.00 and the contents for $10,000.00. 
Motion by Roberts/Alfano to pay the library’s flood insurance bill duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

Mr. Bittner stated with the limit that she set on that maybe we should check into that. That sounds like that’s not a lot of money for the insured on that building. Mrs. Chamber’s stated to re-evaluate it. She stated that he is probably right have you been down there lately. They switched the rooms you know when you walk in on the right use to be the children’s section and it is beautiful and there has been a lot of work; new electric, new lighting, new painting, new roof. You are right we need to re-evaluate the coverage. 

Motion by Gardner/Roberts to approve President Chamber’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

FINANCE – MRS. BRIDGES

Mrs. Bridges stated she has three items tonight.

PAYMENT OF BILLS

After reviewing the bills she would like to make a motion.

Motion by Bridges/Mariscotti to pay the bills duly carried with all members present voting yes.

COIN MACHINE
Mrs. Bridges stated the coin machine for the meter collections we are in need of a coin counter so she would like to make a motion that .council authorize the purchase of a commercial coin counter in an amount not to exceed $1,000.00

Mr. Gardner stated he thinks somebody should explain why we need to do this. Mrs. Chambers stated yes give us a reason for this please. Mrs. Bridges stated we take our meter coins to First Niagara Bank. The coin counter at First Niagara Bank broke and they are not replacing it. So we are negotiating with them to have our meter money taken out by Brinks and they were supposed to waive the fee for that. Well they kind of changed their tune and gave us a price list for the coins which would have amounted to, she asked Ms. Pfrogner to correct if she is wrong, $70.00 per month plus $7.00 per bag. In order for us to get the fee waived at the bank we would have to maintain $770,000.00 in the bank so that is why we are going in the direction of purchasing our own coin machine and wrapping the money here. Mrs. Bridges stated that they haven’t charged us anything yet so we are waiting until we purchase the machine. Mrs. Chambers stated so in one year’s time we can spend over $900.00, but now if you tell them that we, if we approve this, that we are going to buy our own machine maybe they’ll waive the fees, and if so that would be your starting point. Mrs. Bridges stated that’s why we haven’t bought the machine, we are waiting to see. They’re supposed to get back to us, right Elizabeth. We’ve called them a couple of times. 
Motion by Bridges/Roberts that council authorizes the purchase of a commercial coin counter in an amount not to exceed $1,000.00 duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

BOROUGH/UNIVERSITY AGREEMENT FOR METERS ON SIXTH STREET

Mrs. Bridges stated about a month or two ago the partnership group was approached by Mr. Hasbrouck about leasing the meters on Sixth Street. There are 11 meters up there. So for the purpose of discussion she will put this motion on the floor. 
Motion by Bridges/Alfano that the Borough enter into a five year agreement with California University of Pennsylvania for 11 parking meters located on Sixth Street adjacent to the south boundary of the University parking lot. The University will pay the borough $5,940.00 per year payable on July 1 of each year. This is the same formula that was used for the 20 meters that were leased on Second & Beazel Streets and the formula was; Number of meters X $.45 per hour X 80 hours per week X 5 days per week X 30 weeks, which equal the academic year duly carried with all members present voting yes.
Mrs. Chambers thanked Mrs. Bridges for all her work on this. 

Motion by Roberts/Alfano to approve Mrs. Bridges report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

PUBLIC HEALTH – MRS. CHAMBERS

Mrs. Chambers read the monthly sewage report

Motion by Gardner/Roberts to approve Mrs. Chambers report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC HEALTH – MR. BITTNER

Mr. Bittner stated that the sewage department needs a monitor and a DVD recorder for the sewage for when they camera the sewage so at this time he would like to make a motion that we purchase from Wal-Mart a 22” TV for the amount of $209.88 and we can get a DVD recorder from radio shack for $179.99. Motion was seconded by Roberts.  Under discussion Mrs. Bridges asked if this was a necessity. Mr. Bittner stated yes they’ve been going out on the road and Fayette Engineering got them a couple of jobs up in Greene County, and they’ve been doing a lot of cambering for other boroughs which we do. Mrs. Chambers stated and we charge for it. Mr. Bittner stated yes. Mrs. Bridges stated they are still putting it on tapes so we need to come up to the 21st century and we’re going to use DVDs. Mrs. Chambers stated and those are stored so they can go back at and look at them for research and everything.
Motion by Bittner/Roberts that we purchase from Wal-Mart a 22” TV for the amount of $209.88 and we can get a DVD recorder from radio shack for $179.99 duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

BIDS OPENED – GRANVILLE/MALDEN AREA

Mr. Bittner stated this morning we opened bids for the Granville/Malden area sewer project. There were quite a few bidders. He asked Mr. Brower if he would like to add anything to that. Mr. Brower stated the numbers were within budget and over the next week or so we’ll checking them for any discrepancies and making sure that their bonds are secured and he should be coming back to council shortly asking maybe for a special meeting before your next work session to award these contracts. The numbers indicate a good competition we kind of like those kind of results. Miss Roberts asked did they come in under, over, or about the same as what he had estimated them. Mr. Brower stated basically they came in a little under.
 Motion by Gardner/Bridges to approve Mr. Bittner’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC HOUSING – MR. ALFANO

CALIFORNIA BOROUGH RECREATION AUTHORITY
Mr. Alfano stated that he just got word late afternoon that Jeannine would not be able to attend so he read her report in her absence. He stated that the Recreation Authority meets the third Saturday of every month at 9:00 am at their office on Wood St. so next Saturday we will be having a meeting and it is open to the public and not this Saturday but a week from this Saturday, the 22nd he believes, they will be having the dedication of Mechanic Street park. There is a new kiddy playground there with all new equipment, made some electrical upgrades, there are lights on the basketball court. They had scheduled to have the basketball court surface redone and give it a better surface and protect it, but it has not gotten done because of the weather of course, but that will get completed. From 11:00 until 2:00 that day we will have a memorial service for Bud Grebb who we’re going to dedicate the park in his memory. Then from 12:00 to 4:00 we’ll have a family fair that is co-sponsored by the Crossroads Community Church. The first 75 kids that come down are going to get a goodie bag from the Recreation Authority. We’ll have free refreshments and there will also be food sales there for folks who would like something more substantial to eat. Acting Chief Vitale will be on hand with Argo the “wonder dog” and they will do a demonstration of their skill sets. That will be pretty interesting. We are going to sell pins as well as a fundraiser for Argo to add some money in that account. Miss Roberts asked what kind. Mr. Alfano stated they are nice little lapel pins that have a likeness of the dog on them. They are very nice. We would really like to see a good turn out for that Mr. Grebb was always very active in recreation and he dealt with youth in our community. We figured this small part is the least we can do to honor him. 
MUCKO – FIRE INSURANCE ESCROW 

Mr. Alfano stated next he believes we have had the final inspection on the fire insurance escrow for the construction of the new two story frame structure at 684 Pike Run Road. He believe that Dan, the Code Enforcement guy, was out there this afternoon doing the final inspection and he would like to make a motion at this time that we release the fire escrow fund to Donna DiPiazza who is the owner of the property since her father, Donald Mucko, is deceased. Mr. Roberts seconded the motion. Mr. Alfano stated those funds would be in the amount of $46,455. 57. Under discussion Mrs. Chambers asked Mr. Alfano if he has a letter from Mr. Johnson from Fayette Engineering. Mr. Alfano stated we do a have a letter from Fayette Engineering. Mrs. Chambers stated so all the paperwork is in order. Mr. Alfano stated yes we have a copy of a recorded deed that shows that Miss DiPiazza is the rightful owner and heir of the property.  
Motion by Alfano/Roberts to release the fire escrow funds to Donna DiPiazza in the amount of $46,455.57 duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

GRILLO SUBDIVISION

Mr. Alfano stated that he also has had a discussion this week with Bill Johnson from Fayette Engineering who has given his graces for the Grillo subdivision. He spoke with Tom Wright from the Washington County Sewage Council who has just been finishing up the final paperwork that we’ll receive and Mr. Alfano stated that the would like to make a motion at this time.

Motion by Alfano/Mariscotti that we approve the Grillo subdivision contingent upon receiving the final paperwork from the Washington County Sewage Council duly carried with all members present voting yes.
LIFT STATION FOR MALDEN SEWAGE EXPANSION

Mr. Alfano stated he would like to have some discussions about the lift station for Malden Sewage expansion especially in light of the bid opening today. Art Brower brought it to his attention last week that they in their engineering survey have discerned a perfect site for the lift station which would be the lowest point in that area, so they can collect whatever comes down Highland through gravity, Knob Road and pump out the rest of the way out East Malden. That site is located in the recently conveyed property that was formerly the Harris farm and is now owned by Student Association/California University. It is a pretty good piece of property that will be needed because we’ll need an easement for a roadway to get into it plus a small site for the lift station. So he met with Mr. Hasbrouck who could steer him in the right direction as far as to who we need to speak with or whatever and after some discussion and some research he came up with what Mr.Alfano thinks might be a perfect solution. They are ready to move on their East end road project which is part of the Loop road and the key piece of property that they need to obtain is that Triangle that they’ve been maintaining for the last 30 years or so. Coincidentally both parcels, the lift station site and the triangle, are very close in square foot measurements. So he proposed an even swap. For whatever terms our legal counsel thinks may be the best way to proceed whether it be a trade of real estate or a perpetual easement each way, whatever may be the simplest and the best way. So he is asking council to think about quickly moving because we are going to secure the site for the lift station as well as they need to have that site to do their project. Mr. Alfano stated he’s not sure procedurally how he should go at this point whether we should have legal counsel look at it first and give us a recommendation or if he would be in order to make a motion and make it contingent on legal review. Mr. Gardner asked where that is at. Mr. Alfano stated if you are familiar with East Malden Road as your coming up from Malden crossroads, just before you cross under the overpass for Route 43, there is a low lying area where a little stream runs through which is just above the stream where that low lying area is. So it is going to unobtrusive to whatever development the University would do there. He’s sure it will be landscaped and fenced. Mr. Gardner asked Art Brower is that where he thinks it should go. Mr. Brower stated that is about the only place it can go. 
Miss Roberts stated she would like to talk to our attorney about it a little more. She stated Mr. Alfano gave a good explanation but she would like to talk to the attorney more. Mr. Alfano stated this is maybe something you want to address at a special meeting as well as award the bids, but he wanted to make all of council aware of it and he would be glad to ride them all up and show them where the site is. Mr. Mariscotti asked if it was across from Novaks. Mr. Alfano stated the gravel driveway that goes back to the gas well it is across from that. Mariscotti stated that it is on the highway side of the creek. Mr. Alfano stated yes. Mrs. Chambers stated that she appreciates him bringing this up and it is a good discussion. Mr. Martin you probably will need to speak with Mr. DeHaas on Monday, he would be very familiar with what we are trying to do and unfortunately, Ernie is away until Monday and we can get on with him and see and like he said somebody might want to walk the site. She always likes to see it. We can talk about it and see what we would want to do. Mr. Alfano and stated that when you think about it we’ve been kicking this thing around, the triangle, for years and years and we’ve never come to any kind of resolution. This might be a perfect solution that would benefit both parties. Mrs. Chambers asked Art what he thought; you walk it and give us your expert opinion on this. Mr. Brower stated sure, it seems like a pretty expeditious way to handle this. Mrs. Chambers thanked Mr. Alfano for bring this up.
Motion by Gardner/Roberts to approve Mr. Alfanos report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

SUBDIVISIONS

Mr. Brower stated he has a few subdivisions concerning the Capanna and Alfano properties. We got approval from Washington county, if you so choose you can act on those, approve those, sign and turn them over to the solicitor to process. Mrs. Chambers stated these are the subdivision plans. Mr. Brower stated yes they’ve been around for a while and they’re ready to go now. Mrs. Chambers asked council if they all want to look at them or approve them based on Fayette Engineering’s recommendation.  Mayor Durdines stated sounds fine to him, he thinks everyone knows where the property is. 

ALFANO SUBDIVSION
Motion by Gardner/Mariscotti to approve the subdivision of the Alfano property at Union and First Street for our central pump station duly carried with all members present voting yes, except Mr. Alfano who abstained. 
CAPANNA SUBDIVISION

Mrs. Chambers stated she needs a motion for the Capanna subdivision. Mr. Brower stated that is just a swap of property. Mrs. Chambers stated at the end of town and that’s been hanging for a long time so we can clean that up also.

Motion by Bittner/Bridges to approve the Capanna subdivision duly carried with all members present voting yes.

HAMBACHER PROPERTY

Mr. Brower stated the Hambacher property needs an easement done to basically swap properties. He had a drawing that he passed around for everyone to look at and basically let the solicitor how you want to proceed on it. Mrs. Chambers stated so we’ll look at that and pass it around and we’ll put that on the agenda for the next month.

PUBLIC SAFETY- MR. GARDNER

POLICE STAT REPORTS

Mr. Gardner read the stats for the month of April from the Police Department

PARKING ENFORCEMENT 

Mr. Gardner stated council got a copy of what he and Donna put together on the parking enforcement, and so the public knows we are doing very little as far as ticketing people. It is way down as far as the money we are receiving from the meters as a matter of fact there are times we don’t even collect. This collection here was three months in the making. The union approached him and requested some kind of proposal to say we can work, take the parking enforcement out of the labor agreement in exchange for this they will want full time officers. So anything we do here tonight is contingent on the union approval. So we want to hire two people twenty hours each the reason we can’t hire one person at thirty-two hours is because we get into potential liability. That would be at $10.00 an hour with no benefits. So he emailed everybody, gave everybody a copy so he would like to make a motion to approve that but that is contingent upon the labor agreement being changed and approval of the union. Mrs. Bridges stated and the borough, Mr. Gardner stated and the borough. Mayor Durdines stated just for clarification this is to add one additional full time patrol officer and two part-time, what would be civilian meter enforcement positions and remove the parking enforcement officer from the collective bargaining agreement. Mr. Gardner stated that is the proposal from the union that they want a full time policeman. Mrs. Bridges stated just be aware if we do get parking attendants that it’s probably going to be more or less a wash in the budget. Just be aware though that if you hire another police officer next years budget that is going to have to go in next years budget, so we have to be cautious as to what we do there considering next years budget.  Mrs. Chambers stated let me understand, council is going to give approval or not to talk to the business agent at the Teamsters, saying this is what we propose, we write up something, obviously get a legal opinion and that sort of thing, then you come back to us. But this give you position to go and say we’re considering this. Mr. Gardner stated he thinks in the agreement you have to satisfy the union on what they would like to have is you say before the end of 2010 we will hire full time police man. Just so the public knows last year when we had a meter person working 3 hours or 4 hours a day sometimes three days, sometimes two, sometimes four. The revenue was $30,000.00 for the whole year. So if you have these two people working and doing it for the whole year everyday, hypothetically depending on a lot of things it could be $60,000.00. Would that help pay for the policeman; yes. But then again it’s all up to the union. He thinks it is a good agreement. Mrs. Bridges asked if you have to open the union contract to negotiate that. Mr. Gardner stated according to Roy Marshall we could open that one section and that is it, it’s just a proposal. Mrs. Chambers stated so it is just a proposal and we’re not committed to anything is what your saying right now is you go to him you talk to him, things come back to us in writing so that we can look at it and then decide if indeed we’re going to hire part timers for not police officers right, to be meter people and then versus a full time police officer. Mr. Gardner stated it will be like what we use to have when we had Jimmy out there, meter people. This gentleman or these two people whoever they are will be in charge of the tickets, boots, repair of the meters, and so on. Mayor Durdines stated just so the public is aware, the borough right now does not have a full time meter enforcement officer so no one would be removed from a position. Mr. Alfano stated he doesn’t think the police department will ever make their fair share of contribution back into the budget until we have a full time force. Mr. Gardner stated yes. Mr. Alfano stated the part timers are just inconsistent and they miss a lot of hearings and it is probably better for us to bite the bullet and try to get a full time force. Mayor Durdines stated lets be careful what we say about some of our part time police because we do have a lot of great officers here and they have pulled us out of a number of tight spots. Mrs. Chambers stated that she has often thought too that to get a policeman or a policewoman there is a lot of training involved. There are uniforms involved there is equipment, cars and that sort of thing and quite frankly she’s always thought it was kind of a waste to a good policeman’s time to be out there writing tickets although that is a very necessary thing to bring in the revenue. That is why she’d like to see perhaps a retired person who would like to work 20 hours a week or something like that, but she would like him to as he said put the motion out there to enter into discussions. Mr. Gardener stated yes and one more thing. The college has set their parking rates for next year if we don’t come in line and adjust the parking meter rates he can tell you that you will never find a place to park down here. Because those rates are set up the college and then the students are going to take advantage of the downtown area because it’s a lot cheaper and the people that live here will never park, because they will jump on them spots because it’s a lot cheaper than paying at the college. He thinks that is something that we need to discuss in the future. Mayor Durdines stated he thinks is the first time he has stated this publicly but he thinks councilman Gardner’s idea has some merit and he agrees with it and he definitely thinks it is worth us pursuing. Mrs. Chambers stated this is a first is it. Mr. Gardner stated it might be the second. 

Motion by Gardner/Roberts to enter into discussion and get written approval from the union to hire two people twenty hours each to do meter collections at a rate of $10.00 an hour with no benefits and hire one full time police officer in exchange for removing the parking enforcement officer from the bargaining unit duly carried with all members present voting yes
Motion by Roberts/Bridges to approve Mr. Gardner’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC SAFETY- MISS ROBERTS

DRUG & ALCOHOL TESTING

Miss Roberts stated she needs to table the drug and alcohol testing until next month she had a question for Mr. DeHaas concerning the CDL licensed operators so she doesn’t have all the information back yet and she wanted to make sure she has the proper information so she would like to table that until she can get the proper information.

POLICE DEPARTMENT POLICY

Miss Roberts stated she thinks she gave everybody a copy of the Standards of Conduct. She would like to make a motion at this time to adopt the policy entitled Standards of Conduct effective immediately. Mrs. Chambers asked if she has had the opportunity to have Mr. DeHaas review this. Miss Roberts stated we need a second to discuss this. Mrs. Chambers stated do we have a second. Mrs. Bridges seconded it for discussion. Miss Roberts stated she gave him a copy of it but he has not gotten back to her. Mrs. Chambers stated he has not returned. Mrs. Chambers stated she is wondering again if maybe this is something once we get his report back, we can table and once we have Ernie’s report back saying aye or nay. Mrs. Chambers asked council what they thought. Miss Roberts stated she doesn’t have a problem with it. 

Motion by Bittner/Gardner to table until we get the report back from the solicitor duly carried with all members present stating aye.
Motion by Gardner/Alfano to approve Miss Roberts report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC WORKS – MR. MARISCOTTI

SHREDDER

Mr. Marriscotti stated the first item he has is the purchase of a shredder vac for the clean up of the streets. We have two bids. The lowest one is from Brownsville Hardware for $259.99 and he’d like to put that in a form of a motion. Seconded by Gardner.

Motion by Mariscotti/Gardner to purchase a shredder vac from Brownsville Hardware for $259.99 duly carried with all members present voting yes.

PAINT MACHINE

Mr. Mariscotti stated that we only have one bid at this point and because it exceeds $4,000.00 I think we need to get two more bids. At this time he’d like to make a motion to purchase a paint gun with the acceptance of two more quotes not to exceed $5,585.00.Seconded by Roberts. Under discussion Mrs. Bridges asked where are we going to pay for it from; what account would we be paying for that from. Mr. Mariscotti stated the street department fund. Mrs. Bridges stated the reason she is saying that is because the street department has x amount of dollars in it. But she was told that a lot of that money is going to be dedicated to repairing the roof on the maintenance building. Mrs. Chambers stated the garage, the old garage. Are we going to do anything with that roof because we’re going to build something out on 43? Mr. Brower stated that is what we are discussing before putting more money into that old one. Mrs. Bridges stated of course we have the highway aid fund if that is a possibility. Could that not be purchased out of that fund? Mayor Durdines stated it can be. Mrs. Bridges stated you need the quotes. Mrs. Chambers stated so what you’re asking is that you go out to quote right now and then bring them back. Mr. Mariscotti stated we have one quote and need to get two more, but in the process he doesn’t want to lose or wait until the next meeting. The quotes can be received within the next week. Mrs. Chambers stated so you’re saying not to exceed $6,000.00. He stated the quote we have is for $5,585.00 if we can two more quotes and one of those quotes is less then we’ll go with the lowest of the three quotes. The one quote that we have right now is $5,580.00. Mrs. Chambers stated and you’re thinking that we should put the garage roof on hold because we budgeted $10,000.00. Mrs. Chambers asked Mr. Tuday if he has anything to add. Mr. Tuday stated no but he will get those quotes in this week. Mr. Alfano stated that is a high production piece of equipment and they can get that job done in a lot less time, they can paint curbs and paint lines. Mr. Tuday stated it will take a while but it will do a better job and it is thicker paint. Mrs. Chambers stated it will come with warranties and all that obviously. Mr. Tuday stated plus you can paint buildings with the machine, it has more than one use. Mr. Alfano asked Mr. Tuday if he saw this piece of equipment operate. Mr. Tuday responded he did operate this piece of equipment and you can paint the curbs both the face and the top at the same time while walking down the street. Mrs. Chambers stated she must say there is an alley over here that has been cleaned up and the whole wall was painted, nice pressed white and it looks so nice and so clean. It’s quite possible perhaps we could be doing some of that for some of our properties. Mrs. Chambers stated we have a motion on the floor and called for a roll call vote.
Motion by Mariscotti/Roberts to purchase a paint gun with the acceptance of two more quotes not to exceed $5,585.00 duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

STENCILS

Mr. Mariscotti stated that one thing that is not on the agenda tonight and we just got it in the last day or so we have to number the parking stalls down at the library parking lot and these are the stencils for that and once we get the paint machine we can have the stencils already to go. The stencils are $82.50. Mrs. Chambers if that was in the budget. Mr. Mariscotti stated he thinks so. Mrs. Chambers stated she would think it is a line item. 

Motion by Mariscotti/Roberts to purchase stencils for $82.50 duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

STREET COMMISSIONER’S MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Mr. Mariscotti asked if we have received a final on that with the updated pay. Miss Pfrogner stated she did not. Mr. Mariscotti stated we need to throw that back to the solicitor to that we can get the memorandum of understanding to the Street Commissioner. Mrs. Chambers stated she has her copy and if you’ll take that and change it, didn’t we vote on this already. Mr. Mariscotti stated it’s been hanging out there and he’s not sure what we’ve done. Miss Pfrogner stated it was tabled at the last meeting because Miss Roberts stated she wanted to further review it and of course the change in pay rate. Mrs. Chambers stated we’ll have to time and can do that next month when we have the final copy and everybody can read it. Mr. Mariscotti stated he’s still in his probationary period so he thinks we’re fine. Mrs. Chambers directed the solicitor’s representative to take it and update it. Mr. Mariscotti stated he just doesn’t have a final copy; he did receive the first one that he gave us. 
CABLE FRANCHISE RENEWAL COMMITTEE
Mr. Mariscotti stated so far he’s gotten the couple people who have contacted him or he’s contacted them to be on the cable franchise committee and if there is anyone else that is interested please let him know. As it stands right now it is himself, Rose Capanna, Eric Worton, Norm Hasbrouck, and JR Wheeler. Mr. Mariscotti stated we will call a meeting here at some point and let everyone know and get together and start the process rolling. Mrs. Chambers thanked him and asked if he had anything else. Mr. Mariscotti stated that concludes his report.

Motion by Roberts/Alfano to approve Mr. Mariscotti’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PERSONNEL- MRS. BRIDGES & MR. GARDNER

Mrs. Bridges stated she is in the process of preparing a call off procedure. Probably next week she’ll be giving everyone a copy to review and to make any comments.
Mr. Gardner had nothing on personnel at this time.

MR. KURILKO – JR. COUNCIL MEMBER

Mr. Kurilko is absent from tonight’s meeting

ENGINEER – MR. BROWER

Mr. Brower stated the Route 88 construction on the replacement line will be starting on May 24th. Well have our geotech testing back by then. That will be given to the contractor and they’ll want to take a final look at that report.  

Mr. Brower stated the Main Pump Station permit application has been sent, 20 pages to the DEP and next up is the main sewage treatment plant. 
Motion by Gardner/Bridges to approve Mr. Brower’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.
Mrs. Chambers stated let the record show that Miss Roberts is leaving the meeting because she is not feeling well

MAYORS REPORT – CASEY DURDINES
SALE OF BOROUGH EQUIPMENT

Mayor Durdines stated he has brought this up before about the Code Enforcement officer’s vehicle. It still sits where it’s been sitting. He would like to sell that and then while we’re at it he wants to sell the van. The sewer department van that is sitting with junk piled on top of it next to the drying beds. Mr. Alfano made a motion to advertise for the sale of those vehicles. Miss Pfrogner asked to ask a question. Mrs. Chambers stated there is a motion on the floor to advertise for the Code Enforcement Car and the Sewer Dept. van is there a second. Mr. Gardner seconded the motion. Miss Pfrogner asked as far as the value on the Code Enforcement vehicle do you have any idea what if I could do that under $1,000.00. Mayor Durdines stated he doesn’t really know but he wouldn’t buy it for $1,000.00. Mrs. Chambers asked where are we with this gentleman. Mr. Bittner stated he thinks the van would definitely fall under that. Miss Pfrogner stated she knows that. Mrs. Chambers asked and the Code car put it out for best bidder or how do you want to do that. Mayor responded yes best bid if that’s how you want to do that. Mrs. Chambers stated best bid it is then, is that good. Miss Pfrogner asked if it is being sold as is. Mayor Durdines stated that includes the equipment that is on it also. Mrs. Bridges asked if they wanted to put a minimum bid on that car. Mayor Durdines stated no he just wants to get rid of it. He doesn’t care as long as its out of there we can give it away it makes no difference to him.  He’ll pay someone to take it. Mrs. Chambers stated there is a motion on the floor to advertise the sale of the Code car and the van that the sewer department uses, give us a roll call Elizabeth.
Motion by Alfano/Gardner to advertise for sale the Code Enforcement car and the Sewer Department van duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

DCED GRANT
Mayor Durdines stated in your packet last week there is a copy of a letter he received from the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development regarding a grant that he applied for in 2008 for the purchase of a new police vehicle. He read the first paragraph; The DCED has received a single application for the assistance submitted for your organization. We are pleased to inform you that the application preliminary recommended for funding in the amount of $25,000.00. He stopped reading and stated so what that means is exactly what it says its preliminary recommended they have to review some other things before we’re granted the $25,000.00 but so far it looks pretty good. The total cost of a police vehicle assuming we purchase a crown victoria runs about $28,000.00 and Miss Pfrogner informed him that we set aside $5,000.00 so assuming we get the grant we’ll have enough to purchase a vehicle and then assuming that we sell one of the police vehicles we’ll gain some more money there. 

STALEY COMMUNICATIONS QUOTE

Mayor Durdines stated in your packet now should be a quote from Staley Communications. He stated the quote that was in your packet last week; he had mistakenly given Betty the wrong quote. The updated one is in your packet. The quote is for two mobile radios and two portable radios and the installation and programming of the same. The total cost is $2,381.02. The reasoning for this purchase is to act on some of the recommendations of him and some members of council and the emergency management coordinator recognize after reviewing our emergency response to the snow storm in February. Just for the public’s knowledge once the cell phone towers stopped working we could not get in touch with our plow drivers at all. That is not safe for them, we had no idea where they were, if they were okay, if they were over a hill, unless we drove out to find them and with two feet of snow on the ground it’s a little hard to be running around looking. The borough already has a radio frequency that is reserved solely for the borough. The street department could communicate on that just as a part of their normal daily routine. We’ll also have the radio’s programmed for the Washington County police dispatch and fire dispatch channels and Mr. Maddiex at the committee meeting recommended we have the programmed for the University radio frequencies as well so all of us can communicate with one another. So he’s asking council to approve this purchase for $2,381.02. Mr. Alfano made the motion and Mr. Gardner seconded it. Under discussion Mrs. Bridges stated her question again is budget. Mrs. Chambers stated that is true is there anything in there for that do we have any chance to get some FEMA money, anything in the emergency field that we could get some money to do this. Mayor Durdines stated we could he is however applying for a similar grant which would buy the same thing. Well we could use the grant for this but he wants to use the grant to purchase a generator for the building instead so he’d rather just pay the $2,000.00 out of the general fund and then hopefully get a grant to pay for a generator for the building. He doesn’t believe he can include both in the same application. Mrs. Bridges stated her question is because we have on there the safe and that’s going to cost some money too a substantial amount of money and the electric door locks. Can we not hold off for a couple of months and see where we are with the budget. Where we’re going to get the money from before we purchase. Mayor Durdines stated we can certainly hold off on just about anything but his concern would be is we’re going to forget that we had intended to do that which he thinks has happened on several occasions here and that’s not anybodies fault it happens. But while everything is fresh in our memories and he thinks the borough is financially stable enough that we can afford these expenses even if they do not come from general fund dollars but come from reserve money that the borough may have. Mrs. Chambers stated that she would like to make a suggestion and she thinks everything he is asking for is legitimate. Mrs. Bridges stated she is not questioning the need at all. Mrs. Chambers stated she knows that but what she is wondering is if the other two items can we just kind of get together and you have a real good head for figures and all our accounts and we sit down and we can do it out here in the public, once we get the numbers in front of us and say we need to take it from here and we need to take it from there, because we do and these are totaling up to be substantial. She stated she was amazed at what the locks were going to cost. So if you would consider perhaps doing the two way radios now and the others if you would wait until we sit and go through the accounts and figure out where we can get the money. Mrs. Bridges stated her concern is right now it looks like in the police department other expense we have like $2,000.00 or something like that and those safes and electronic door systems are going to cost what about $4,000.00. Mayor stated that sounds about right. Mrs. Bridges stated yes and that’s a quite a bit of money to pull from another category, until we look and see where we can get it form. Mrs. Chambers asked what everyone else thinks about this. Mr. Gardner stated he needs to ask the Mayor about the door looks and he wants to do three doors; correct. Mr. Gardner asked what is his purpose of doing those three doors and why it’s not good where it is at right now. He stated he’s not opposing what Mayor is asking for he’s just asking why. Mayor Duridnes stated we’re on the radios right now and he doesn’t think anyone is concerned about it right now because it is 80 degrees and we’re not having snow. So that is why he is saying he wants to do this now while we’re thinking about it and everyone still has it fresh in their memory. Now if we want to go down to the door locks. The reason he wants to do the door lock; it is his intention to change the interior police department door lock which is the one right out here in the hallway and the exterior door lock and the evidence room door lock to an electronic lock which either uses a card strike system or a punch code that also has an audit control feature on it, which means he can plug something into there and then say Sheila Chambers went through the door at 7:05 on Tuesday, in case something happens then we know who to point fingers at. And also should someone quit or be suspended or fired it is just a matter of taking them out of the system. Mrs. Chambers stated so then it doesn’t matter if they’ve given you back the card or what. Mayor stated that is correct. Mrs. Bridges stated the radios would they be coming out of the street department budget or part out of the sewer department budget. Mayor Durdines stated the radios would come out of street and sewer fund budgets and he forgot to explain that one point. He stated the two mobile radios would be in the F550 dump trucks and one portable radio would stay, and that is something you carry on your belt, with the street department and Tuday would carry it or whoever would have it and the other portable radio would go the sewer plant. That way the sewer plant could talk to the street department and vise versa. Mrs. Chambers stated so you are saying this quote could really be cut in half and split between street and sewer or is there a piece that goes to the police department. Mayor Durdines stated nothing goes to the police department just the only thing that is police department related is the radios will be programmed the same that way the police can talk to the street department. Mrs. Chambers stated well that makes a difference with the budget if this would be half and half. Mrs. Bridges stated yes with the radios. Mr. Alfano stated he thinks they need to keep in mind that even though it was a snow storm that prompted this we could have severe thunder storms that can knock out communications as well and we just can’t take a chance at putting our men at risk. It was very scary during that time when we couldn’t talk to anybody. Mrs. Chambers stated yes it was we couldn’t even talk to each other; no land line phones and the cells weren’t working. She stated that there is a motion on the floor and it has been seconded and we’ve had discussion do you want to move on to the vote. Mayor stated yes. Mrs. Chambers stated lets do it.
Motion by Alfano/Gardner to purchase two mobile radios and two portable radios and the installation and programming of the same from Staley communications for a total cost  of $2,381.02 duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

SAFE – POLICE DEPARTMENT

Mayor Durdines stated he would like to purchase a safe for inside the evidence room to bolt to the floor and the intention of that is to use it to keep cash and other valuable a little more secure. He has two quotes; one is for what appears to be a used safe that is $500.00 and that is from Ed & Mark’s Locksmith and the other one is from Armory Locksmith and that is $641.00. He recommends purchasing the safe from Ed & Mark’s. Mrs. Chambers stated if it is used what sort of guarantee are anything like that with it. Mayor stated he doesn’t have that on this quote. Mrs. Chambers stated what about delivery set up all that kind of stuff. Mayor stated the price does include delivery and installation. 

Motion by Gardner/Alfano  to purchase the safe at $500.00 from Ed & Mark’s Locksmith for use in the evidence room duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

DOOR LOCKS

Mayor stated from Armory Locksmith we have a quote of $4,344.00 for a key faub system from Chips Locksmith for a push button system and there quote is $3,216.00. Mr. Mariscotti asked if that one has the audit system on it. Mayor Durdines stated it does not say. The key faub one does. Mr. Mariscotti stated for $3,200.00 he bets it doesn’t keep track of whose coming and going. Mrs. Bridges asked if she saw something on there about a three door and a two door on those systems. Mayor Durdines stated these both appear to be three doors, then he has one from B & P Locksmith there’s a card reader and also appears to have an audit trail and their number is $7,768.36. Mrs. Chambers stated that’s quite a discrepancy between them is there something wrong there. Mr. Mariscotti stated that is because one is a card reader and one is a key faub. Mrs. Chambers stated so you’re not comparing apples to apples. Mayor Durdines stated yes these are not the same system. Mrs. Chambers asked do we need more investigation on this so we can get people bidding on the same thing. Mayor Durdines stated he did not realize that these were all different locking systems so he will withdraw that from the agenda at this time and we can standardize what we’re looking for and he can have Acting Chief Vitale give these individuals a call again and try and get it so they are bidding on the same thing. Mr. Alfano stated he’s surprised Ed & Mark’s didn’t bid on it and asked if they were contacted. He stated that he knows they’ve installed them in other places. Mayor Durdines stated that the Chief indicated to him that she thought that they were contracting with Armory for some of the work but he’s not real sure, but this is what she handed to me so this is what I have. 

ROETHLISBURGER GRANT

Mayor stated that on the Roethlisburger grant all the paperwork has been completed with that. The foundation for California University of Pennsylvania is the one that is gong to be handling the administration of the grant because it has to go to a non profit and it can’t come directly to the borough. They need to be provided with the receipts of our expenses and then they’ll reimburse it from there. He thanked the foundation for their help and working with the borough on that grant. 

UNIVERSITY EVENTS

Mayor stated had this on my desk here and he’s assuming it is from Norm and he knows Mr. Bittner is going to be real excited about this one.
Smithsonian Exhibit

 The Smithsonian exhibit at the Manderino library gallery. It runs from May 6th through August 24th and that is Beyond Baseball – the Life of Roberto Clemente. 

California University Softball
California University softball is in the playoffs and they have a game tomorrow actually, at home versus Fairmont and it appears to be double elimination. They’re playing all the way through Sunday and everything is here in California. He encourages everybody to go out and cheer on our hometown team. 

COUNTY HAULING

Mayor stated he want to thank County Hauling. They came out on Wednesday and picked up some of the large piles of debris that were left over from some individuals that moved out of the borough recently. We won’t say who moved out and left a mess but he’s sure everyone knows. Mrs. Chambers stated they were back in again this morning, because her neighbor thought they came early and she explained that this was an extra pick up and the town looks great. Mayor Durdines stated that he talked to them today and they said they had people running out with their garbage. County Hauling will be back Friday for the normal garbage pick up so if you didn’t catch them on Wednesday they will pick up tomorrow as usual. He stated that is all he wants to talk about.

Mrs. Chambers asked if she has a motion to approve the Mayor’s report. Mr. Gardner asked about the parking stall. Mayor stated yes he’ll bring that up. Mrs. Chambers stated that she already crossed it off. Mayor stated hey there was no vote; he’s still ready to go he’s got the floor here and he’s saying all kind s of stuff. 

PARKING STALL

Mayor stated that Subway is requesting a reserved stall one block or less away from Subway. His understanding is they want an arrangement similar to what the dentist office has here on the corner. His recommendation is no and if you remember he was against the dentist office getting that parking stall, so council do with it what you may. Mr. Alfano asked if it was for customers use or employee use does it specify. Mayor stated it does not specify. Mr. Gardner stated he thinks there were other ones that wanted something on Third Street also and they were turned down also. Mrs. Chambers stated right in the down town business district. Mrs. Bridges stated right in the down town that is the business district but down where the dentist office is down here toward the end of town. Mrs. Chambers asked for a motion. She asked again for a motion. She stated it died for a lack of a motion.
BOROUGH MANAGER POSITION

Mayor Durdines stated that he brought up at the committee meeting that we had not received a lot of applications regarding the borough manager’s position. He personally felt it was related to the ad and what was in it and how far out the ad was distributed. He doesn’t know what council wants to do with that. His opinion is to re-advertise and place it in the borough news and some other media outlets. Mrs. Chambers stated lets look at that ad and what it’s going to cost to put in the Borough News. Mrs. Chambers stated they, him and her, can work on that. Mayor stated that sounds fantastic.

Motion by Gardner/Alfano to approve the Mayor’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

Mayor thanked council for purchase of those two items and stated they will help out tremendously.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT 

Nothing to report at this time

OLD BUSINESS

VITCHOFF PAY

Mr. Mariscotti stated Pat Vitchoff’s sick days or his termination pay and any unused sick days and any vacation days unused. We’ve not acted on whether we are going to pay him, not pay him, or how we’re going to do it. Mrs. Chambers asked if he’d like to make a motion.

Motion by Mariscotti/Alfano that we pay Mr. Vitchoff for his unused vacation and 120 sick days and based on the union contract that is $35.00 a day which would amount to $4,200.00 according to his calculations and then it appears as though he has 20 unused vacation days including 5 that he carried over and based on $18.00 that would amount to $2,880.00 for a total of $7,080.00 duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

Mrs. Chambers stated that she will ask the attorney to prepare a letter to accompany the check and she will give him this copy so they have it and then we can get that off to Mr. Vitchoff. 

NEW BUSINESS
BOROUGH CREW – PAINTED METER POLES

Mr. Gardner stated he would like to thank the borough crew. He mentioned to them about painting the poles on the parking meters and two days later they were done. He also got a complaint about a tree down on Malden and they went up and took up and took care of that tree which that gentleman was very happy with.
FOOD PANTRY

Mr. Gardner stated that we had the food bank yesterday and we had fraternities down there and he wanted to point out to the public that the fraternities have been assisting us ever since we started that food bank and they’ve been a great help. What they want to do now, Acacia , Theta Xi and some of the other ones is they want to do community projects. If you know any seniors that need some work done if we could come up with as far as the borough with certain things that they’d like to do. These are good people, I mean they work hard. If we can clean up the whole downtown area by using them, just let him know your wishes, give me a call, email him or whatever. Mrs. Chambers asked if he would have Shirley put that on the Borough’s website so people can see it. Mrs. Bridges asked if they do gardening. Mrs. Chambers stated we could use some clean up at the public library, here, and that would save our street crew from doing some of that stuff, if we could get some volunteers to do that. Mr. Gardner stated he does have some names here. 

Mrs. Chamber thanked and said goodbye to Mr. Martin and Mr. Brower

Mr. Bittner stated that he and Elizabeth were talking the other day and since we’re starting to take on some very young employees in our police department and street department we should look at retirement plan. It is a non contributory right now and we could be in trouble real fast if got some people retiring. So he thinks we might need a study done on that because he thinks they may have to start contributing to that plan. Mrs. Chambers stated that doesn’t cost us anything. Mr. Bittner stated he just brought it up since he thought about it this evening. Miss Pfrogner asked if she was supposed to call Pennsylvania Municipal. Mrs. Chambers stated yes and that can creep up on you before you know it. She thanked Mr. Bittner for bring that up. 

RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS

LORRAINE VITCHOFF

Miss Vitchoff stated she wanted to revisit the topic of sewage fees of our residents. A commitment was made a while ago, several years ago as she mentioned at the last meeting, that perhaps the fees could be lowered and um she has some figures here relative to what is being paid um and coming into the borough via from the debt service fee. Monthly it is a $42.00 bill, $20.00 for debt service, $20.00 for usage, and $2.00 for the line fee. Mrs. Chambers stated capital reserve. Miss Vitchoff stated that $38, 260.00 a month is being collected for debt service which comes up to about $459,120.0o per year. Mrs. Chambers stated correct. Miss Vitchoff stated at least $40,000.00 per month for the usage fee. So once you pay your debt service of $273,000.00 there is $666,000.00. Mrs. Chambers asked where she got that number the debt service $699,000.00. Miss Pfrogner stated it is approximately $35,000.00 per month for the Pennvest loan and then the bond is she believes close to $140,000.00 two times a year.  Miss Vitchoff stated okay so that is approximately $100,000.00 okay and the 6 million you have in the sewage account isn’t there anyway you could lower just lower that bill a little bit for the taxpayers. The commitment was made that it would be lowered and it seems that there is some extra amount of money that they are contributing. Mrs. Chambers stated yes they are and as you heard today, we opened bids today and right now they total 1.3 million to do the two pump stations, Malden & Granville. Now we’re going out for bid within the month for the central pump station which we figure will be 5 to 6 million and then we’re going out to bid for our operations building. Now once we get all those bids in and we award them putting in a 10% contingency for disaster, because when you dig a whole you don’t know what may be in there, we can then look very seriously about that because we will know how much we have to spend and then we’ll see what we can do. Miss Vitchoff asked if she could give her a time frame on that. Mrs. Chambers stated she cannot since she doesn’t know when the bids are going to come in. We are still dealing with getting permits from the DEP, but when we get that we can look at it. Miss Vitchoff stated okay well they’ve been waiting years for this. Mrs. Chambers stated yes she understands that. Miss Vitchoff stated she need clarification; and at the last meeting she had figures here that showed we paid 1.25 million dollars for a plan from Chester Engineering and you said it was $800,000.00 and you said that you would come back and give us a figure, and she did find out that it was 1.25 million dollars. She asked if we have that plan yet and where is the plan. Mrs. Chambers stated Chester took it with them. Miss Vitchoff stated no she’s talking about the one from Fayette. Mrs. Chambers has submitted the plan for approval and hopefully to go out for bid in a month’s time for the central pump station. Miss Vitchoff stated so the borough has this plan we paid 1.25 million dollars for. Mrs. Chambers stated Fayette Engineering has it. It is in their position on their computers and they can burn disks for us anytime we want. Miss Vitchoff stated when will the tax payers know that it is here in the borough. Mrs. Chambers stated she will find out from Art when he would like to do an open house or a public meeting and show everybody what we’re doing. Miss Vitchoff stated okay, with all of the figures that you just told us about and with the 7.25 million dollars that we’ve paid out for nothing and have nothing and if we haven’t paid it out already then we’re being sued for it, Donna where do you expect to get this money. Mrs. Bridges stated she is assuming there is money from the bond issues. Miss Vitchoff stated you’re assuming that. Could you let the tax payers know that next month. We probably shouldn’t go on assumption. Mrs. Bridges stated I know we shouldn’t go on assumptions.  Mrs. Chambers stated that she should explain where she got her figures for 7.25 million. Miss Vitchoff stated she got that from the minutes of the borough council meetings. Mrs. Chambers said fine give me your copy so she can verify it because she doesn’t know where she’s getting 7.25 million she just doesn’t know. Miss Vitchoff stated that you might want to read the minutes from your meetings because that is where she got all of her figures. Mrs. Bridges stated that part of the money that was expended was for part of the job that was completed, is she not correct. Mrs. Chambers stated she is not sure where all those figures came from so she can’t answer that.  Miss Vitchoff stated that is a scary thought and thanked them. 
JIM MADDIEX

Mr. Maddiex stated he has four things so he’ll try and be quick. Under the sewer dept budget one thing he recognizes it’s a matter of information what it is and it is New Pig, Corp. for $241.55. Miss Pfrogner stated that it is vehicle wipers and it’s under vehicle maintenance. Mr. Maddiex stated it looks strange. His second thing is about the sound with people watching on TV. He stated that has been on ongoing problem and you were there when he was on council and still people would come up and say we can’t exactly hear everything that is going on. The different things that we tried to fix are the speakers back here; CUTV said the microphones are out. There has to be a fix to that. Mr. Gardner stated we have to correct that problem. Mr. Maddiex stated the acoustics up here at the table are herotous. The third things is a little more serious, when you talk about a parking officer one thing that does it puts an officer in the parking area in the down town so you have an law enforcement on the beat and that is probably about as close to the public is going to get for policeman on foot and not in a car. So when you make your decision on that try and consider maybe not taking that out. The fourth thing is Tuesday, the 18th of this month he urges everyone to vote for the candidates of your choice. Democrats and Republicans remember if you’re an Independent there is a special election as a result of Murtha’s seat and if you’re independent and third party and on that you can get out and you can vote.
ROSE URICK

Mrs. Urick stated on April the 8th, the day of the last regular council meeting as she prepared to leave the meeting got as far as the lobby area and she was approached from the back by a member of the non-cabal group. She was told by this person that she needs to keep her opinions to herself or stay away from further meetings. She asked this person what opinions. She said you know Bruce Lay, this person also stressed her point that she wishes not to be associated with the non-cabal group. Mrs. Urick stated she really doesn’t know Bruce Lay and emphasized my point to her. However, they were not interested in the answers she tried to verify. Her feelings on the subject she discussed that night relating to Bruce Large and his lack of qualifications really struck a nerve for several non-cabal group members. She has no reason to lie to anyone, no matter who or what group you belong to. The information she presented that night are true facts directly from the Department of Labor & Industry Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s website. Her intentions are not meant to be harassing, intimidating, insulting, discourteous, or vengeful. She is trying to prove to you the methods some of these folks are using are a dangerous way to. Trust her! She stated she did question the motive behind the non-cable group. This person is insisting on taking away my constitutional right, may right to free speech given to me over two hundred years ago by our forefathers. She stated that she has every right to be at this meeting and say what is on her mind as she believes that is why these council meetings are held. She has non-cabal members tell her that she talks about only her problems. Well, yes she stated she’s not the type of person that talks about other folks. She stated that for over 10 years she has dealt with a very serious situation in her neighborhood and to be laughed at by the former council and the solicitor made her very angry and she will continue to come to these meetings and the non-cabal members if you don’t like it, get over it. She stated with that said don’t ever threaten her, harass her or bully her to keep her opinions to herself or stay away from these meetings again. She stated let me tell you in this closing, there is a side of me you don’t really want to see come out. From here on out, do not call my house, Please don’t speak to me on the street and you are to have no contact with any of her family, if you don’t understand this you do have a problem.  She added that there was mention made about people not being patriotic. She asked Mr. Hasbrouck if he remembers why she worked at the University and she showed a picture with her and people that were on the program, Jeff Zopetti and Mr. Art Bakewell. She showed a copy of the accommodation that she received from the University. She didn’t remember the year because it has been a while back. She stated that she doesn’t go around town bragging about what she does, she just does it and then forgets it. She stated if anyone wants these she can have them and she is not going through this again. Mrs. Chambers thanked her for speaking
LORRAINE VITCHOFF

She stated that she just wanted to let council know that that figure was July 2008 your board minutes or your council minutes and you might want to check the letter from Fayette Engineering. Mrs. Chambers thanked her.

NICOLE ROBERTS

She stated that she understand that everyone has a right to freedom of speech and everything but if Rose was threatened did you receive you a formal complaint or did she speak with any of the officers. 

She asked council when was the last time the parking meters were inspected in town. Mr. Gardner stated he’ll say, but don’t hold him to it but he’ll give her a real good guess; about six years and they are suppose to be calibrated every three years, but he thinks there are meters out there at this time the new ones that are still in calibration. He stated that he’s been trying for two weeks to get a hold of the gentleman that calibrates them and last week he was away at school so hopefully that’s going to happen soon. He stated that was a good question. Mayor Durdines stated as far as he knows the majority of what is deployed on the street now is certified because they have been purchased in the past two or three years. The ones that are in the basement that we use for temporary replacement meters the old mechanical meters he couldn’t tell you the last time those were calibrated. Mr. Gardner stated to go into this just a little bit further and he won’t hold anybody up; that is the reason he wants parking enforcement changed, so we can stay on top of that and everything is legal. Mrs. Chambers thanked Mrs. Roberts.

JANET MCGINITY

Mrs. McGinity stated that she thinks we all have to agree that this is a town that belongs to the community, it belongs to the people. Okay, but she thinks sometimes that things are carried a little too far. There is a way of expressing yourself and a way of getting your point across but there is also a professional way of doing it. She thinks that whether it be members of council or whenever it be members of the community. There is a proper way of doing it. Granted we’re all different, we all have different opinions, but there is a way of expressing those and possibly coming to some common ground. There are things that have been said there is things that have been done. She’s been to many many numerous council meetings probably more than most of you here. She stated she’s seen things come and go and she’s seen council members come and go and some of the council member stay. But there is also a way of conducting everything that you do and there is a professional way of doing so. Downing each other is not going to help, getting at the person is not going to help and it has always been her thoughts and beliefs that getting even is not the right way. If you work together and if you put those negative forces together and put it into a positive this town could be something. But as long as the negativity continues and people keep downing people and people going over things it’s not going to happen. Concerned Citizens of California she applauds their efforts. Everybody should be concerned and she applauds council’s efforts for maintaining professionalism within it. But this is not right; this is not something that we need to tear this town apart. It’s not going to solve anything and it’s not going to help this town, and it’s not going to help the members of it. You have elderly people in this town that are pretty confused about all this stuff. They don’t know what’s going on; they don’t know what to believe, what’s right or what’s wrong. They get things in the mail as she could sort of think that can be very confusing to them and make them wonder what is going on. This is our town, this is the community’s town and the people that are responsible for tearing it down should think twice. She’s not saying who is right or who is wrong, that’s not for her to say but it’s for her to realize she has been a member of this community for a number of years so has her family and so have most of you and most of your families. She’s seen people come and go some of you have lost your families and she can’t see what this community is doing to the community and to each other. We can be something in this town. We have a great place here if we work together. Sure there can be disagreements, always, always but then again she’s always known that if you take two negativities it can turn out to be a positive sometimes. She thinks each one of you or you wouldn’t be here have an interest in this town, whether you serve on council or you serve in the audience, it doesn’t matter. She would like to see this town unite again. She’d like to see this town bury the hatchet. She’d like to see this town move forward, not backward. She’d like to see and hopes that we don’t go back to prehistoric time where you just club somebody in the head with a club. Okay. She’d like to see unity in this town and peace because let’s face it how long do we know we have... we don’t.  Let’s try and work together and try to form this community into a community that she knows it can be, whether it be right or wrong. Let’s take those wrongs and make them right and let’s take whatever is the problem and work on it. 
DARLENE BETTY WALTERS

Mrs. Walters stated that she just has a couple of questions and a couple little statements. She asked Mayor Durdines what exactly is his duty. Mayor Durdines replied that his duty is to supervise the police department and there are more specifics described in the borough code. She stated right she’s sure. Mrs. Walters stated so in everything that’s happened or is happening in the past year or what not, where she’s always worked they started from the top down. Because whether you’re in there or not the top person is the one who gets blamed and it seems like a lot of the blame is going down below where, she’s not quite sure how to put it, that he should be accountable for some of the things that happened. She’s not saying the negative part to you, but maybe stand up and say some stuff for the police department. She stated that we have a great police department she thinks. Mayor Durdines stated that he is going to assume that she didn’t see him on TV along with our Acting Chief defending the actions of our police department, defending the officers that work here. Mrs. Walters stated no she did not. Mayor Durdines stated not even an hour ago he stood up for our part time police being criticized what he believe was unfair. He stated that he is also the kind of person that is not tried to argue when it is not really necessary to argue. He would rather the meeting run smoothly. Mrs. Walters stated that’s right and she has to commend everyone here this is the smoothest meeting that she has ever seen. Mayor stated well it’s not over yet. Mrs. Walters stated that is what she wanted to know she wasn’t sure if he had; she thought the mayor had more... Mayor stated a borough Mayor is not a city Mayor, nor is a borough council person a city council person. We get paid $75.00 per month before taxes to do everything that we do and often times it really is a thankless job and when someone does come up and say thank you it really is a rarity and it really makes you feel good.  Mrs. Walters stated that Mrs. Sheila Chambers said to her it is nice when people say, when good things happen, it would be nice for people to come up and give some positive comments instead of always being so negative and jumping on everybody. She stated that she agrees with the person that just said before that we have to work together. It is nice to hear that you did a good job or hey thanks a lot that was nice instead of always downing somebody for what they didn’t do or suppose to do. Mayor stated that we are all here and he’s not sure where some of these people are coming from but they’re doing what they think is right. Mrs. Walters stated that she is kind of disappointed in the outcome and she hasn’t been to the last several meetings due to some health problems, but it just seems to her that some of the people were scared to come because there has been some outrage and there has been some shouting and screaming and I’m not mentioning any names. It is nice to come to a meeting and have everybody talks nicely and not be screamed or yelling at somebody and she thinks most of the people that come here only want answers. That is all we wanted from way back. She stated that she thinks if that is the most she’s seen here and get together and it was nice so she’s telling you all that it was nice with everybody. Instead of everybody disagreeing and thinking it was going to be a 4/3 vote on year long so people just figure why even bother coming. You kind of showed tonight that you’re trying to work together and it must bring more people back. Even with me it seems like you’re beating your head against the wall because we kind of asked questions and we never get answers. She’s stated that she’s not directing that to him but to everybody here and she just feels that everybody did good tonight and talked in a nice manner and it was nice to come to instead of being so stressed and not sure if somebody’s going to scream or somebody’s going to tell somebody off. It comes from the crowd to not just the council members. They don’t know if they‘re going to be told off or not going to be told off and she’s sure that is stressful too. She grew up in this town too and it just feels like it is falling apart. If everybody could work together and try to make it nicer and she thinks that is an awesome thing they are doing for Buddy Grebb with the memorial thing for him down at the basketball court and maybe some more events were taking place to get the town together. They have those gold rush days and she stated that she has been to them and it’s a great turn out in the last couple of years. Whoever did that I commend them. We missed that; when she was growing up there use to be carnivals downtown and everybody got to go to the carnival and got to talk to each other. For a while there it stopped and nobody got to see anybody and in that time period it seems like everybody was just ready to jump on somebody else. Lets accuse this one and let’s accuse that person but like Mrs. Sheila Chambers said once before unless you have concrete evidence it’s really not fair to judge anybody or say anything. She stated she has a lot of things in her head that she would like to say but she has not concrete evidence. So she stated that she will never accuse anybody without having something in writing or proven. She just wanted to say that she hopes everyone gets along and tries to work things out and it was nicer tonight instead of being on edge, your hands sweating not being sure  if you’re going to be yelled at. She thinks a lot of people just went away because it was too much pressure. Mrs.Chambers thanked. Mrs. Walters. Mayor stated he feels like yelling at somebody now. 

ADJOURN

Mrs. Chamber asked for any more comments and adjourned the meeting at 8:25 pm
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