Regular Meeting of California Borough Council, June 10, 2010 at 6:30 pm
CALL TO ORDER:

President Chambers called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm

ATTENDANCE: Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Gardner, Miss Roberts, 
ABSENT: Mr. Mariscotti, Mayor Durdines, Junior councilman Kurilko
MOMENT OF SILENCE: 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

ADDITIONS OR CHANGES TO THE AGENDA: 
No additions or changes 

MUNITES:
Motion to approve the minutes of the special meting of May 6, 2010 passed with all members present stating aye.
Motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of May 13, 2010 passed with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

No public comment at this time.

SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT- MISS PFROGNER
Miss Pfrogner read the account balances and accounts payable.

Mr. Bittner asked Miss Pfrogner if the gaming revenue she read was only half of our money. Miss Pfrogner stated that’s our portion we have since received an additional $77,000.00 this year. Mr. Bittner asked if the K9 fund do we approve payment out of there at a council meeting or is that just money spent out of there at the discretion of chair of that office how does that work. Miss Pfrogner stated that the bills are presented to the chairperson at the meeting and then. Mr. Bittner stated then no one approved any of the purchases out of that before. Miss Pfrogner stated no, not by, well. Mr.Bittner stated in other words those purchases are not brought before council for approval before anything is purchased out of that fund, is that correct. Miss Pfrogner stated no they’re put on the bills and a copy of the bills is presented to council. Mr. Bittner thanked Miss Pfrogner. Miss Roberts asked if the Maglev money, when do they replenish it, do they wait to do that. Miss Pfrogner stated they should replenish it now with getting their and Mr. McLaughlin has been informed as to it is low and they should be replenishing it. Miss Roberts stated she didn’t know if it was a certain amount. Miss Pfrogner stated she believes it is $2500.00 and I just have to make them aware of that. Actually they’ve been made aware of that for two months now.
Motion by Mariscotti/Roberts to approve the Treasurer’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PRESIDENTS REPORT – MRS. CHAMBERS

Mr. Mariscotti joined the meeting. 

BIDS – 1986 FORD VAN & 2001 FORD CROWN VICTORIA
Mrs. Chambers asked Miss Pfrogner to talk about the bid for the 1986 ford van. Miss Pfrogner stated we have received no bids for the 1986 ford van and we received one sealed bid for the 2001 Ford Crown Victoria and that is Fully Motors for $660.00 and she has the certified check in the amount of $66.00 and they understand that this was a used vehicle being sold as is as the ad indicated and the bids deposited and that is fully noted 321 Eight Street, Ambridge, PA 15003. Mrs. Chambers asked council what they want to do about that. Mr. Bittner asked if anyone had any idea of what that was worth, did anyone check out the worth of that vehicle. Miss Pfrogner stated well we did not set a minimum bid and that was definitely discussed at the meeting, the Mayor just wanted it sold. Mr. Gardner asked if we could deny that bid. Miss Pfrogner stated we can absolutely, as stated. Mr. Bittner stated we advertised for it. Miss Pfrogner stated we did advertise. Mr. Bittner asked if we could put more money in to advertisement. Miss Pfrogner stated the cost of advertisement she believes is $95.00. Mr. Bittner stated so that will be $200.00 more dollars and another $100.00. Miss Pfrogner stated the only thing in our case is we don’t have to advertise twice because it is property of the borough. Mrs. Chambers asked what is councils pleasure.
Motion by Gardner/Alfano to deny the bids until we check to see what the value of that vehicle is worth duly carried with all members present stating aye.

Mrs. Bridges asked what can we do with that 86 Ford Van now since nobody wants it. Mrs. Chambers asked if it could be sold for parts, would anybody be interested in that. Mr. Bittner stated anything with a value of under $1,000.00 we have the right to sell that however, correct. Miss Pfrogner stated that is correct, under the borough surplus property but here again that has to be advertised as well and then it is actually up to the municipal secretary to reject or accept the bid without council’s approval. Mrs. Chambers stated so we advertised for it and got nothing. Mr. Alfano stated he knows salvers are only paying $50.00 for junk vehicles. That is all that scrap is worth in the end. Mrs. Chambers stated would we be permitted to do that to call someone a salvage person just to take it away. Mrs. Bridges stated because we’re spending more money on advertising for that than it’s worth. Mrs. Chambers asked council if they want to do that. She asked Mr. DeHaas if it is legal. 
Motion by Alfano /Gardner to have a local salver take it and pay whatever the going rate is duly carried with all members present stating aye. 
RESOLUTION - MID MON VALLEY TRANSIT AUTHORITY – CERTIFYING PROVISION OF LOCAL MATCH
Mrs. Chambers stated there is a resolution here by the borough certifying the provision of local match for the state operating financial assistance for the Mid Mon Valley Transit Authority of $1, 012.00. Mr. Gardner asked if that is something we do every year, how does it work. Miss Pfrogner stated we do it every year but this is the first year they have ever presented us with a resolution they’ve always done it with a yearly invoice and we paid accordingly and it is a budget line item. Mrs. Chambers asked if she has a motion to pay this. 
Motion by Gardner/Bridges to pay the local match of $1012, 00 duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

Mrs. Bridges asked if this price is consistent with what they’ve been invoicing us. Miss Pfrogner stated like she said this is the first year they have ever presented us with a resolution. 

RE-APPOINT ZONING HEARING BOARD MEMBER – JIM MADDIEX 

Mrs. Chambers stated that Jim Maddiex has asked to have his one year term on the zoning hearing board be re-appointed. She asked if there were any objections to this. 

Motion by Roberts/Gardner to re-appoint Mr. Maddiex to the Zoning hearing board duly carried with all members present stating aye.  

Under discussion: Mr. Bittner asked Mr. Maddiex if this was a one year term. Mr. Maddiex stated yes it is one year. Mr. Bittner stated he thought when they rotated then they started with a 3 year and everything just followed in. Is that the way it went Betty, at one time. Miss Pfrogner stated not as far as she knows. Mr. Bittner stated when we first appointed this board, a new board we started it out like that, but then once you get it started is when you go to a 3 year term so that something comes up every year. He stated that he is not sure. Miss Pfrogner stated all she knows is that Mrs. Urick I believe you are a two year term are you not and then Gutosky you are a three year term. Mr. Bittner stated she will come up next year and then Jim then should be the three year term then. Isn’t that how that rotation works. Miss Pfrogner that is correct. Mrs. Chambers stated so Jim is a three year now? Miss Pfrogner stated Mr. Gutosky is a three year term. Mr. Bittner stated what happens then is you get the proper rotation when you start it up. You start it up with a three year a two year and a one year and then when the other ones are down a year so next year the two year then the two year would come up they already turned into a three year term after that. Miss Pfrogner stated you are absolutely right. 

Mrs. Chambers stated, Jim you are a three year term. Miss Roberts stated shouldn’t we change the motion. Mrs. Bridges stated you have to amend it. 

Motion by Roberts/Gardner to amend the motion from a one year term to a three year term duly carried with all members present voting aye
FAYETTE ENGINEERING – CDBG DOWNTWON BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT.

Mrs. Chambers stated that the Community Development Block Grant that we have asked, in fact council voted on it last year and it would be put aside for the beautification project. We can go one of two ways ladies and gentlemen. There is from Fayette Engineering that if they handle the engineering and the supervising of our project their fee would be $13,750.00 and they have itemized it and you all have the letter. However, the caveat here is this money does not come out of the community development block grant fund. It comes out of the general fund, now if the Washington county redevelopment authority handles it all the money comes out of the community development block grant and they handle everything. She asked council what their wishes are. Mr. Alfano asked if she has any idea if that was a competitive bid. She stated she does not know. Mr. Alfano stated what the engineering costs would be compared to Fayette. Mrs. Chambers stated since she just got this it may not be wise to speak with Kerry Fox and not give him this amount but ask him if he has some idea of what this would cost. Mr. Bittner stated if we don’t get this started with Fayette Engineering this year the project will not start until next year. All we’re doing, let’s just go ahead and spend the money and get it done. We’re fooling around with this project down here from 2006 and we’re going to have all this stuff backed up to our ears and we’re not getting anywhere. Mrs. Chambers stated amen, and she agrees with him. She asked Mr. Bittner if he’d like to make a motion. 

Motion by Bittner/Roberts to award Fayette Engineering that project for $13,750.00 duly carried with Mr. Bittner, Miss Roberts, Mr. Gardner, Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers, and Mr. Mariscotti voting yes and Mr. Alfano voting no.

Mrs. Chambers stated well we’ve all seen that they stay on top of a project and get it done, so thank you.

Motion Gardner/Roberts to approve the President’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

FINANCE –MRS. BRIDGES

Mrs. Bridges stated after the review of the bills she makes a motion to pay the bill.

Motion by Bridges/Gardner to pay the bills duly carried with all members present voting yes.

Motion by Roberts/Gardner to approve Mrs. Bridges report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC HEALTH – MRS. CHAMBERS

Mrs. Chambers read the monthly sewage report. She stated that she would like to point out that last month to this month the delinquent accounts are down $4,100.00 with the notice that the charge will now be 10% rather than $5.00. She stated she feels that is very significant.

Motion by Gardner/Roberts to approve Mrs. Chambers report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC HEALTH – MR. BITTNER

Mr. Bittner stated that the emergency sewer line repair at the end of town, he spoke with Mr. Johnson at 2:30, and they are 80% - 85% complete and they hope to have it to the last manhole tomorrow. The guide rail part guy is coming in and is going to replace all the guide rail tomorrow. Hopefully we will have a final hook up on Monday for the manhole at Rotary Park. Hopefully by next Wednesday the project may be completed including all paving material etc.  While the contractor is in town we are going to get a price on converting four of the manholes from a pressure line to a gravity line. What that is in the base of a manhole there is a pipe that runs through the middle of the manhole has two caps on it and since it is not a pressure line anymore well those caps, if we get Robinson Pipe cleaning in it makes it very difficult to get in that line. All we’re going to do is go into the manhole cut that pipe out and put a flow through which makes it easier for maintenance, so that’s what we need to do with that. Bill is getting us a price on that from the contractor since he’s in town. Mrs. Chambers stated the project is right on schedule is it not Jon. Mr. Bittner stated yes and they are at the easy part now. They are at the wide section now we’re out of Penn dot right-of-way. The compaction has been good, the Penn dot inspector was there while he was there and everything seems to be going well so far. 
REBAR AT PUMP STATION SITE

Mr. Bittner stated that Jeff Tuday has asked him and then Bill Johnson had asked him about the rebar out at the pump station site. Of course we put it up for bid and we just got a real minimum bid. Both of those gentlemen said that the price of scrap is up right now, it is both of their recommendation that we go ahead and take that rebar and have our borough crew on their down time for a couple of hours go and take that rebar, cut it, and take it and sell it for scrap, because that was the bid we got technically, really from that person. So that is their recommendation and they stated that they are also doing that in Brownsville, also with the some of the rebar that they had left. He stated that he said to Bill about reusing it and that rebar has sat down there and like he said if you let a contractor use it and the cement fails they are going to blame it on the rusty rebar that we asked them to use. So he means we are in a catch twenty-two with that rebar right now. Mrs. Chambers asked if he would like to make a motion. Mr. Bittner asked Mr. DeHaas if it was permissible to do that. Mr. DeHaas stated yes. Mr. Bittner made the motion to take the rebar out of the site there at the proposed sewage plant and sell it at scrap value price. Miss Roberts seconded the motion.
Under discussion Mr. Gardner asked when that rebar was purchased how much was that does anybody know? Mr. Bittner stated about $80,000.00. Mrs. Chambers stated and you see it was not epoxy coated and therefore it rusted. The specifications did not call for epoxy coating and there you go. Mr. Bittner stated and that rebar was bent for the job and made specifically for that so. Like he says it kills him to have to make the motion to do that but he doesn’t feel we have any other choice at this time. 

Motion by Bittner/Roberts to take the rebar out of the site there at the proposed sewage plant and sell it at scrap value price duly carried with Mr. Bittner, Miss Roberts, Mr. Mariscotti, Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers voting yes and Mr. Gardner and Mr. Alfano voting no.

Motion Mariscotti to approve Mr. Bittner’s public health report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

STREETSCAPE – MR. BITTNER

Mr. Bittner stated that is the Streetscape down here from 2006, somewhere in that vicinity. We got the right; Betty did all the paperwork and did an excellent job, to do the advertising for the proposal for the construction inspector. This is a mandate from Penn dot we have absolutely no control over this in any way shape or form it’s just part of the rules of Penn dot. Mr. Bittner made a motion to advertise for that proposal once Penn dot gets us the final okay on design of the street lights that we are getting down there. He and Betty submitted that several months ago we’re waiting on the final approval from Penn dot. There is nothing we can do this is part of the hoop that we have to jump through and we have no choice but to do this. 
Motion by Bittner/Roberts to advertise once we receive get final okay on the street lights duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

Motion by Bridges/Roberts to approve Mr. Bittners report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

PUBLIC HOUSING – MR. ALFANO
RECREATION AUTHORITY

Mr. Alfano stated first of all he would like to ask Jeannine Metal to come up and give a brief report on the Recreation Authority. Mrs. Chambers stated that before Jeannine begins she just has to say the Focus this month has Bud Grebb’s picture is a fantastic tribute to the man. Jeannine stated that his sister Bernadine sent her those pictures and she in turn sent them to the Focus and it did turn out really nice. Jeannine stated that she wanted to thank everyone that came out we had torrential rain that day, but some came out and the family was very appreciative and they sent a really nice thank you for that. We did have to cancel the family fair and we’re rescheduling that for July the 10th and we’re hoping that Chief Vitale will be able to have Officer Argo there again and some of the other dogs. We’re going to partner with the Optimist Club to maybe have a bigger fair with some vendors and things. We’re selling pins for Officer Argo to raise money, they’re a great buy. So if anyone is interested you can contact Chief Vitale or contact her. Look on the website and there is information for them. The basketball league is going to start up on the 21st of June there going to start, the coaches are going to be there and she thinks they will have the draft on the 25th or 26th and the playing will begin on June 29th and go to August 5th, from Tuesday to Thursday. She stated that she has contacted the women’s basketball coach at the University to see if we could get some help with the women’s league and he gave me the name of a graduate assistant who is going to come and she’s going to take it over and plan it. I don’t know if we will have two nights a week for the female league but we should have at least one night a week. The coach also said that the players are here for the summer so they will help out with that. We have upcoming events in August, but we will come back next month and talk about it, but we are going to do an outdoor drive-in theatre and its going to be held at the school at the new stadium. It’s a big displayable screen and it will be free for everybody to come and bring your family and bring a blanket and sit and watch a movie. It will be a nice family night. The last thing which isn’t the recreation authority but as the president for the historical society she would like to mention, that this Saturday, the 12th, we are having an open house. We have completed all the renovations you know after the furnace exploded and so we’re hosting an open house from 11:00 to 3:00. If anyone is interested stop by we’re going to have some light refreshments and a brief tour of the house. 
ZONING/CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICE

Mr. Alfano stated that in the past month he issued 8 building permits which is a good sign for a total of $1,985.37. The people are trying to improve their properties. The code enforcement guy is very busy both days that he’s here. He’s really been working diligently and visiting a lot of problem areas, fielding complaints from citizens and so forth. He’s doing a great job so far. Mr. Alfano stated he would like to tentatively schedule a meeting with HMT on June 17th, next Thursday at 9:00 am and invite any council members that would like to attend. We still have some gray areas with the permit fee and how certain areas are handled especially with the dorms and Vulcan Village. So we want to try and get that sorted out as quickly as we can so we don’t hold up any of the inspections. Mrs. Chambers asked if that would be held here. Mr. Alfano stated it will be held here in council chambers. Mr. Gardner stated before Mr. Alfano goes any further he stated he knows he is aware of this letter from a citizen about student housing on possibly 317 Ash Street. His understanding is that there were maps presented prior to him getting on council. Those maps presented showed it one way and then there was a second map that shows a second way and you said you were in attendance when that happened. Mr. Alfano stated he remembered questioning it specifically that the zoning map that was presented in the public hearing isn’t the zoning map that resulted afterwards. Mr. Alfano stated he’d like to do an investigation and see what happened how did the line move magically on its own without. Mr. Bittner stated you are going to have to take the ordinance that was drawn up by the solicitor which lists all the boundaries which then Fayette Engineering took those boundaries and drew the map and that was the Ordinance that was passed over this council table that night. If the map is wrong then it doesn’t agree with the Ordinance. Mr. Gardner asked if there was an understanding that it was Fourth Street and above? Miss Roberts stated that was her understanding. Mr. Bittner stated that it had changed quite a few times and he can’t recall. Miss Roberts stated that was her understanding. Mrs. Chambers stated that it was read into the minutes, and Mr. Bittner stated a physical description was in the Ordinance, Mrs. Chambers stated so that should be the one, and Mr. Bittner stated and that is what then Fayette Engineering followed to draw the map up and that was the Ordinance that was passed across this table that night with that physical description in it. Miss Roberts stated she will check her notes because that is not the map she expected. Mr. Gardner stated well B & B Rentals was told today by the Zoning person that he could not rent there at 317 Ash Street but he also told them they could appeal it, which you can’t. We should get an understanding was it fourth street and above, I suggest we do what Jon said and check it out. Miss Roberts stated she’s going to check her notes and they reflect on top of fourth. Mr. Bittner stated whatever way the Ordinance was written is how the map was supposed to be drawn. He doesn’t know how it was written because it’s been a while back. He stated that has changed 6 million times in three years. We’re never satisfied with our zoning ordinance or zoning map at some point in time we just got to say this it. Game is over and we got to move on. I know we’re going to impact somebody and someday it might be me or it might be you, but someday somebody’s going to become impacted on this and every time there is an impact on somebody you just can’t spend money and change ordinances all the time. We got to live with something every once in a while here folks. Mrs. Chambers stated it is not a perfect world and your right we have to know that. If it’s wrong then he will be the first one to say it has to be corrected. Just every time we get something that doesn’t meet something that’s just the way it is that’s life. Mr. Gardner stated that he thinks what these two citizens are complaining about is that they must know how that Ordinance is written because they’re saying we don’t want those students in there. So they must have some kind of information to make that statement in this letter. Mr. Alfano stated he thinks it is our obligation to research it and see how it goes down. Mrs. Chambers stated and we’re meeting with HMT, whoever can, at 9:00 am here. 
LAND SWAP – WITH CALIFORNIA UNIVERSITY

Mr. Alfano stated he spoke the last two meeting about a land swap with the University. Two small parcels that are greatly impacting the completion of two projects, one would be the triangle that the Borough owns and the other parcel is on the former Harris farm that the SAI now owns. That parcel the borough needs to construct a pump station for the sewage expansion project and that is just about a little over two times the in square feet that the triangle is. So at this time just to keep things moving, he would like to introduce a motion to approve a land swap for those two parcels between SAI and the borough, if Mr. DeHaas thinks it is an appropriate motion. Mr. DeHaas stated that the motion should read it is only land. Mr. Alfano stated so it should say no monetary consideration in this motion. Mr. DeHaas asked if he knows the sizes of the parcels. Mr. Alfano stated he does not have that information in front of him. Mr. Gardner asked Norm if he knew. Mr. Hasbrouck stated the triangle is one half the size of where the property would be for that pump station. Mr. Alfano stated that he thinks in those maps that he gave Mr. DeHaas it might have some metes and bounds on those. Mr. DeHaas stated he’s not sure what the relevance of the assessed values are, but it sounds like the borough would be getting ample consideration for what they are giving so he doesn’t see any reason why we couldn’t. Mr. Mariscotti asked if we were on discussion on this. Mr. Alfano stated he doesn’t have a second yet. There are is exactly 2,000 square feet for the pump station and the triangle is roughly ½ of that. It is a 40 x 50 parcel and we’re going to have an easement as well to access that property. Mr. Gardner asked if they needed the triangle because of the loop road. Mr.Alfano stated they’ve gotten the go ahead for the east end portion of the loop road and that provided they hold traffic flow around the University with their new traffic pattern as well as the pump station is vital for us to move the sewage from the lowest point in the line which would be where this is located, almost adjacent to 43 up to the Malden crossroads where it will be intercepted. Miss Roberts stated she is going to second this just for the purpose of discussion. Mr. Gardner asked whether this would pass fail or whatever we could still take and put that pump station in with eminent domain. Mr. Alfano stated you can but you have to pay fair consideration. Miss Roberts stated her question was, and she was hoping they would have another meeting, Norm we didn’t discuss the possibility of leasing the triangle. Her concern at this point is, and she would want Mr. DeHaas to research this, is street ownership. She doesn’t know if the street ownership and say for example paper alley ownership she knows there is something in the law that says if some specific entity owns more than 
50% of the property abutting a paper alley then that person usually gets it. Mr. Alfano states then it splits down the middle of the road, right. Mr. DeHaas asked if part of this swap contained a paper alley. Mr. Alfano stated no those are real streets there are no paper streets. Miss Roberts stated she would like a little more research on that and discuss possibly a lease as opposed to a sale on the triangle. Mr. Bittner stated that triangle has been there, I walked that since when he went to Noss School, from 1950 on through now which is two or three years and it’s always been there and never used for anything. It sat there vacant until the University started planted flowers, cutting the grass and that’s about the extent of it. We haven’t done a darn thing with it including fixing the walk. Miss Roberts stated she would just like more information. Mrs. Chambers stated what does council want. Mrs. Bridges stated she thinks they need to discuss it a little more as a council. Mrs. Chambers asked if anybody else feels that way. Mr. Gardner stated yes. Mrs. Chambers asked if they’d like to table this for now. Mr. Mariscotti stated in light of the fact that everyone is on a time schedule here and he doesn’t want to hold up our sewage project and he doesn’t want to hold up the University can we slip into executive session, I don’t know can we do it here. I would like more information; actually I would like more information from the University. Miss Roberts asked if we go to executive session can we invite Norm. Mr. DeHaas stated it depends what they are going to talk about. Mr. Mariscotti stated what we are going to talk about is all University. Mr.DeHaas stated it is an executive session matter, perhaps if you may need an executive session otherwise and you decide to discuss in executive session about this matter yes you can create another party. But he thinks he’d like to talk to them a little more about the subject. So Mrs. Chambers asked if they should table it until they talk with him. Mr. DeHaas stated yes. Mrs. Chambers asked if that was alright with everybody. Go into executive session right now is that what you are saying. Mr. Bittner stated he like to discuss a couple of personnel issues he’d like to talk about also. 
Council went into executive session at 7:10 pm

Council reconvened at 8:50 pm

Mrs. Chambers asked Mr. Alfano if he wanted to table the motion concerning the triangle versus pump station until we get more information that we’d like to have. Mr. Alfano stated he would table that. Mrs. Chambers stated and Mr. Hasbrouck and tell him what it is that we need. Mr. Bittner asked if we could expedite that with Mr. Hasbrouck next week and get this thing finished. Mr. Gardner asked Mr. Hasbrouck if this is a priority that has to be done quickly. Mrs. Chambers stated lets just get it done. 
Motion by Gardner to approve Mr. Alfano’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC SAFETY – MR. GARDNER
MONTHLY POLICE STATISTICS

Mr. Gardner read the magistrates return.
PARKING REQUESTS

Mr. Gardner stated he has a request from Mr. Matsko need parking for tenant and to guarantee steady revenue for California borough and the location of the meters are #6, #7, #8, & #9. Now this is his question before he even get into discussion. He knows this is not on Third Street it is on Second Street but he knows people that were denied on Third Street with the same request that he’s asking. Now people that has been on council quite some while or whatever is this something we ever did in the past. That’s a question I think needs answered. Mrs. Chambers asked to grant four at a time. Mr. Gardner stated yes. Mrs. Chambers stated she doesn’t believe so. Mr. Bittner stated that he has a suggestion and he knows Mrs. Chambers has suggested this in the past and he went ahead and looked it up. Since we have a request for four there and a couple weeks ago another gentlemen requested two and that would be six. We have a lot that is 47 X 154 next to Signatures bar. To move the stumps and poles and use approximately a 120 ton of 2A a couple of days to work it’s a possibility we could do that lot with our borough crew for approximately $3,500.00. At six stalls at $30.00 per month and we’re going to tell these people if they are going to take them they are buying them for a year at a time and we’re not going to lease them for two days or whatever, that would be $180.00 per month for 12 months so you are taking in the neighborhood of $2,400.00. Now that $3,500.00 is our borough crew wages which we’re going to pay those gentlemen for anyway if they’re working. For one year we can have an unimproved lot there and if we decide to keep that lot next year we can just shoot it with some tar & chip and it will be alright. That would take care of the 4 and 2 there and we have one down here on Union Street that we could move off the street and there is a possibility we might be able to say to the dentist that their two stalls are going to be down in that particular lot also. He stated before we didn’t see a need for that but he thinks we’re starting to see a need for it now and that is congested down there and he jus thought maybe instead of grating some parking stalls tonight maybe we’d want to consider this lot and see what we can do. Mrs. Bridges stated that she thinks there are some other areas where we also need to look at. She was looking at those nine parking meters up on Hickory Street and they’re like the lone ranger up there now. Maybe we should consider making those reserved parking. Mr. Bittner stated that would be a lot better then we wouldn’t have to go up there. Mrs. Chambers asked Jon if he could bring them exact figures for doing the Signature lot or do you have that right now. Mr. Bittner stated it’s going to be about $3,500.00 and depending on how they angle the cars in there they could go anywhere between 20 and 30 stalls. He stated that Mr. Tuday got this information for him the other day he asked him to do it. Mr. Bittner stated they will have to buy some curb stops to delineate each parking stall. Mrs. Chambers stated she thinks we should move on this. The parking situation is not going to improve it’s going to get worse and the lot down at the library is filled to capacity so we need more room. Mrs. Bridges asked how many parking spaces could we possibly get out of that lot. He stated that 20 – 30 spaces if we angle them in there correctly. Mr. Gardner asked if we should table acting on this. Mrs. Chambers stated that we should   make a motion to do the parking lot beside the Signature’s bar. Mr. Bittner stated he just brought this up to get it into discussion.
Mr. Gardner made a motion to table. Mrs. Chambers stated please bring it up again because it will be July and the kids are back in August. Mr. Bittner stated he will speak with Jeff again and if we all want to walk down there we can meet him down there and go over it. 

HANDICAP STALL – 103 GREEN STREET

Mr. Gardner stated that Jim Harris is requesting a handicap stall at 103 Green Street when he parks there in and out with his grandmother who is 96 years old. The only thing he told him was that she has to be in that vehicle to use that and when she’s not in the vehicle they will feed that meter. Mrs. Chambers stated she doesn’t understand, you can have a temporary handicapped sign or what. Mrs. Chambers stated how are you going to do that you either put a sign there or you don’t. Mr. Gardner stated she, his grandmother, does not drive the vehicle, which we know that right. He’s the only one that drives that vehicle when he takes her around. Mr. Gardner stated he just doesn’t want it taken advantage of. Talking to Joyce, who takes care of these, she says what they’ve always done is put the handicap in but they also fed the meter. Mr. Bittner stated so you’re not going to take the meter out of there you’re going to leave the meter in. So that means if he’s not parked there that meter can be open for any handicap person wanting to park there and pay the meter. Mr. Gardner stated yes. Mr. Bittner stated he thinks the law is, and he go into this, the rule on handicap is you have to pay the full amount on the meter, however, how ever many hours it is and then he thinks once that is paid you get one hour of grace over that if you have a handicap placard in your car. Mr. Gardner stated that is correct. Mr. Bittner stated so if you put it in there and everybody can use it and take the change. It would be crazy to give up the metered stall there. Mr. Gardner stated he said that he is tired of pulling up in the grass with his grandmother and she’s elderly and he can understand that part of it. Mrs. Chambers asked what does council want to do. Mr. Mariscotti stated put a handicap stall in there. Mr. Bittner stated leave the meter and just make it a handicap stall without awarding it to anyone in particular. That way it is an open stall that any handicap car can park there with a meter. Mrs. Chambers asked Mr. Gardner if he wants to make a motion.
Motion by Gardner/Mariscotti to install a handicap stall with the meter duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

Someone from the audience asked where it was at Mr. Gardner stated at Green St. apartments. Mrs. Chambers stated the 50 block of Green Street. 

PURCHASE OF PARKING METERS

Mr. Gardner stated that we had like 121 meters that was tested, 22 was rejected. Then on the digital we had 62 tested and 31 were rejected, so we need to purchase 86 meters. Mr. Bittner asked if they could be repaired. Mr. Gardner stated this is actually from the meter report the guy who did the calibration. Mr. Bittner stated he understands. Mr. Gardner stated 121 meters were tested and 22 rejected, meters can not be used until repaired, calibrated, and re-inspected. Mr. Bittner stated we can repair the digital ones. Mr. Gardner stated a total of 62 tested and 31 rejected. Mr. Mariscotti asked what are those. mechanical? Mr. Gardner stated he would say them’s mechanical. Mrs. Bridges asked if there is someone that can repair them. Mrs. Chambers asked do we know what it costs to repair them. Mr. Bittner stated he doesn’t know how that works. Mr. Gardner stated we have to take these old meters and replace them digital meters which we have. Their more expendable, they’re less costly to repair, so on. According to the guy who calibrates it so. He stated he got some quotes McKay for 86 meters wants $3, 977.00. The meters we got from POM they are $108.00 a piece which went up $4.00 they want $864.00. This would be 43 two hour meters and 43 10 hour meters. Miss Roberts asked why 10 hour meters. Mr. Gardner stated because that’s how we got them set up in the borough. Miss Roberts stated do we have 10 hour meters. Mr. Gardner stated yes, you get 30 minutes for a quarter, that’s how it is set up. Miss Roberts asked if she could have a copy of that report. Mrs. Chambers asked Mr. Gardner if he checked to see what it would cost to repair the meters versus purchasing new ones. Mr. Gardner stated no. Mr. Mariscotti stated what was the number on the digital meters that didn’t pass. 86 tested and 31 failed. Dunken meters were the ones where 121 were tested and 22 rejected. Now he’s saying the POM meters there were 62 tested and 31 rejected. Mr. Mariscotti asked if that was the digital meters. Mr. Gardner stated yes that would include mechanical, complication problems and so on. Mr. Mariscotti stated so half of them failed. Mr. Gardner stated don’t forget those haven’t been calibrated for five years or longer, so both parties the public was taking a shaft job and so was the borough. Miss Roberts stated she thinks before we do any kind of a purchase we need to a little bit of a study. Mr. Gardner stated there isn’t much to study we need to refurbish the meters we have. Miss Roberts stated she agrees but where are we going to put the 2 hours, where are we going to put the 10 hours. Mr. Gardner stated the 2 hours goes into the downtown area and the 10 hours goes up at the end of town. Mr. Bittner stated that has been established for years. Mr. Bittner stated if we got the 31 rejected digital meters fixed. Mr. Gardner stated that doesn’t sound right to him. Mr. Bittner stated if we get those fixed how many digital meters would we need if we got the 31 rejected digital meters repaired. Mr. Gardner stated we actually need over 100 meters but to stay under the $10,000.00 he figured we go with 86 meters. Then at some point later we can get additional meters, to be quite frank with you. Mr. Mariscotti stated so you’re trying to buy new meters. Mrs. Chambers stated that she would like to know what it would cost to repair them. Mr. Mariscotti stated yes that would be his question too. Mrs. Bridges asked if there are companies out there or are there individuals that do that. Mr. Bittner stated you send them back to the manufacturer when they broke down on us in the beginning. Mr. Gardner stated and then you have one vendor he went completely out of business. That is the last purchase we had, we checked with them and they are out of business entirely. So when you say get them repaired that might be possible and it might not be. Mrs. Chambers stated she’d really like to see that to draw up a comparison to repair and the length of time it would take to repair versus purchasing. Mr. Gardner stated when you say you want them repaired do you want the mechanical repaired and the digital repaired. Mrs. Chambers stated she’d like to know what it costs for both. Mr. Bittner stated he thinks he can get a price but he thinks Mr. Gardner is right when we checked to have the mechanical repaired the last time they’re not worth it.  Mrs. Chambers asked how many mechanical did you want. She stated do you want to replace the mechanical with digital. Mr. Gardner stated eventually we will have all digitals in the borough. Mr. Bittner stated lets see what it costs to get those 31 rejected digital meters fixed first and if its not price effective to get those fixed then lets look at purchasing meters after we get a price on that. Mr. Alfano stated we could probably look at buying another 50 lot. Mr. Gardner stated they are either short on time or fast on time. The guy said actually people were putting quarters in and parking all day long. Mrs. Chambers asked council what they want to do if they want to get numbers to compare. We’ll look at all the meters and where they are and Donna you brought up also, meters up on Hickory Street that are always expired, nobody ever pays any money and perhaps we need to look at those and see about reserved parking up there and who knows. Mr. Gardner stated he will table that. Mrs. Chambers asked if Mr. Gardner can bring back figures for next month. Mr. Gardner stated yes he can bring back up.
K9 AGREEMENT

Mr. Gardner stated there was a K9 agreement put together by Tim Sheehan, the acting Chief and so on, and that has been approved by the union. He doesn’t know if everyone has a copy of it. Mrs. Chambers stated actually it was the Mayor who had that approved, it didn’t come to council. There’s no sense brining up tonight then if you don’t have a copy of it. Mr. .Bittner stated well there might be some things in there that we don’t want and that is a negotiable item in the contract. Mr. Gardner stated that is true so he’s tabling it. 
UNIVERSITY CLEAN UP – HELD JUNE 5TH
Mr. Gardner stated that he had himself and 3 college students here Saturday, even during the rain, and they did all the windows and he helped, inside and out. They want to paint the benches down at Rotary Park. They want to start cleaning up the town from First Street on up. They want to paint side of buildings that has graffiti written all over it, we’d have to get permission from the owner, but we want to get that painted. They’d like to paint the lamp posts, that was Jeff Today’s suggestion down by the library. It’s not the big ones it’s the short ones. They wan to paint the benches in the downtown area. Clean up underneath the building at the corner of Third Street. You know that pig sty we have, Ruscitto’s property, on the corner. It’s been sitting there and the window fell out and almost, could have killed somebody if it hit them on the head. They want to cut weeds at Rotary Park. Mr. Gardner stated to Artie that he knows he was involved in that park down at the other end of town, Jeff wants to mulch and he wants these students to do some work down there and make that look nice. 
BARC DINNER CRUISE

Mr. Gardner stated that this is the second annual Mon River communities’ dinner. If you want to go on a cruise with your girlfriend or your wife or whatever it is $60.00. I hear it’s a nice event.
Mrs. Chambers stated and the Food Pantry is June 16th. Mr. Gardner stated next Wednesday.

Motion by Roberts to approve Mr. Gardner’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

PUBLIC SAFETY – MISS ROBERTS

Miss Roberts stated that she needs to talk with Mr. DeHaas about a legal issue.

PUBLIC WORKS – MR. MARISCOTTI

LETTER OF RESIGNATION – TIM BROGAN

Mr. Mariscotti stated that he has a letter of resignation from Tim Brogan on the Street Department. I guess we need to accept his resignation. 

Motion by Bittner/Gardner to accept Tim Brogan’s letter of resignation duly carried with all members present stating aye.

GRASSCUTTER

Mr. Mariscotti stated we need to renew the contract for the grass cutter, which is Jim Mitchell, and in doing so we would like to propose giving him a raise. He currently makes $8.50 an hour we would like to raise it under his new contract to $9.50 per hour and that would be retroactive to April 1st. Mrs. Chambers asked if that was a motion. Mr. Mariscotti stated yes it is.

Motion by Mariscotti/Gardner to renew the contract for the grass cutter, Jim Mitchell, and giving him a raise to $9.50 per hour that would be retro active to April 1st duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

STREET DEPARTMET EMPLYEE

Mr. Mariscotti stated with the resignation of Tim Brogan we would like to advertise for a new worker for the street department. Mrs. Chambers stated that’s a motion and is there a second. Miss Roberts seconded. 

Motion by Mariscotti/Roberts to advertise for a new worker for the street department duly carried with all members present voting yes.

Motion to approve Mr. Mariscotti’s report all those in favor and all members present stated aye.

PERSONNEL – MRS. BRIDGES & MR. GARDNER

Mrs. Bridges stated she just has one thing she’d like to say. She gave everyone a call off procedures draft a couple of weeks ago. She’d like everyone to review it and if you have any comments or suggestions, please let her know because she would like to put that on the agenda for July.

Mrs. Chambers stated Mr. Kurilko is not here, Mr. Brower is on vacation, Mayor is absent, and Mr. DeHaas had to leave for another meeting.

OLD BUSINESS

No old business at this time

NEW BUSINESS
No new business at this time

RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS

CHARLES RAPP – CALIFORNIA AMERICAN LEGION

Mr. Rapp stated he is here to represent the American Legion and he’s going to let the Commander speak on some problems that need to be addressed, also council should be aware of because it does involve the borough. He introduced Dave Mason, Commander of the American Legion and First Vice Commander, Tom Rice. Mr. Mason stated Mr. Rice will be able to speak on this matter a little better than he can but one problem we are having down there is a sewer problem, every time we get some strong rains the sewer backs up into our basement and then we have to get a snake and snake it out until it flows out of the basement. This has happened quite frequently. This year alone I think we had to rent a snake at least four times to clear the sewer out. What he would like to do is have Tom Rice, since this is more of his field of expertise. Mrs. Chambers asked if they had called the sewer department. Mr. Rice stated no, but they went over this a couple of years ago and your guys came down and ran the camera through the main line. He spoke to Doug and he guess that Ron did camera their line and the problem is where he thought it was is out in the middle of the street where the connection is to the main line. He said it before that the towns’ people are responsible out to the main line whether it is on borough property or not, correct. Mr. Bittner stated he’d like to interrupt. He stated that came up, our engineer looked at the Ordinance. Mr. DeHaas gave us a ruling on that Ordinance, and he must apologize because he told Mr. Lombardo that he would look into that and he’s going to. The way they described the ordinance is, and he’s not going to say it in public tonight, but we work with you guys on that and I think we can rectify that situation down there and he’ll have our engineers, while they’re in town tomorrow on the sewer project. He’ll get a hold of Ronny and find out where that is and he thinks we can give you satisfaction on your problem. Mrs. Chambers stated so you’ll get Mr. Rice’s phone number and handle that. Mr. Bittner stated they asked me a few weeks ago and with this sewage project at the end of town he neglected it, but he thinks we can rectify it. Mr. Rice stated he thinks he may have been a little narrow minded a couple of years ago when he approached him, but we’re asking for help. Mr. Bittner stated now that the solicitor has given us a ruling on how our ordinance reads we have a different interpretation of it now than we did back then. Mr. Rice stated he would like to see a copy of that Ordinance. Mrs. Chambers stated of course and that can be done. Mr. Bittner stated he thinks we can rectify the problem down there with you, for you. He stated he will see Bill Johnson tomorrow and talk to him about it and see what they can do. Mr. Rice stated will you send a letter out or something. Mr. Bittner stated you give me your phone number and he will call him up. Mr. Rice stated and while we are talking about good of the community, he knows Jon is involved in the fire department. Can we pain the fire hydrant red, white, and blue? We are trying to beautify the American Legion. Mr. Bittner stated you will have to contact Pennsylvania American Water. Mr. Rice stated he can’t see any problems with it. Mr. Rapp stated he would like to thank council for their time and remind everyone that Monday is Flag Day and down at Rotary Park is where the American Legion will be doing their ritual where they destroy unserviceable flags. So if you have any unserviceable flags, bring them down and they’ll destroy them properly for you.  Mrs. Chambers thanked them for coming.
JIM MADDIEX

Mr. Maddiex stated he is going to keep it short. He wanted to thank council for reappointing him to the Zoning Hearing Board. 

ARTHUR HARRIS
Mr. Harris stated a couple meetings ago, he has to tell them he was sick and missed the last two meeting, it was brought up that over 30 years there’s been nothing done in the borough and this council here is going to move the borough ahead. Just for some of the people that don’t know and haven’t been here is the residents a lot of them have moved into town. Let’s go back to 1988 the first year he got council. He went with Virginia Pipik and Audrey Knight over to Gallatin bank. We borrowed a $108,000.00 tax participation loan. That was in 1988 whenever after a while whenever he got onto things on council things got better and we never borrowed money from the bank again under tax participation. We borrowed it from our own sewer department and we paid the interest rate whatever it was going 6%, 5%, whatever it was. He can only go from 1988 and up whenever he was involved in council but we had a chance, we were one in three boroughs where the Intermediate Unit One and we had to make some fast decisions, which we did. We ran a sewer line up to Malden, we got Intermediate Unit One and what else did that do for us...all of Intermediate Unit Drive and the circle up there. There’s more tax dollars coming in out of that development that are in about six blocks of California Borough. Next thing that happened 84 Lumber was going to Solomon is up on Route 40 low and behold Centerville borough turns them down. The next morning he went and met with Melvin Harris who was President of the Chamber of Commerce and he told him lets go after it for California. He stated Melvin Harris stated they will never come down here. Art Harris stated the heck they won’t he has a good place. Melvin Harris asked where and Art Harris stated the slate dump. Art Harris stated that Melvin Harris gave him Maggie Hardy’s telephone number. So we worked on it so what do we have 84 Lumber’s down here, yearly taxes $4,000 and some odd dollars the comes into the borough. We gave them 8/10ths of an acre to pull the building into California borough so we didn’t have to split it with Coal Center. The Truss building is in Coal Center, that’s their tax dollars. Last, he could give a partial list just off of memory. Grants we got grants for street lights out here. The first project we did was Third St. and Wood St. they were going to leave the street poles on the street. We went and talked to Representative Daley and got a $50,000.00 grant to move all the poles into the alleys. That’s how we ended up with the decorative street lights. Since then we’ve got an intersection here and now tonight you’re moving on going from Union Street to Mechanic Street. I hope you’re going to move the poles in the alleys too to keep it all looking uniform. Other things that were done, the Penn State Grant and a lot of people don’t know what that is. It‘s a grant that you got and mainly Mr. Vitchoff worked on those and what it did we done projects out in the country. We done X amount of roads. All of that money came back to the borough that we put out at no cost to us. The cemetery where you come in the entrance down here, California Borough council along time ago took all the tombstones over the hill and the college was looking for Jobe Johnson founder of California and University stones. So they uncovered and what they did when they uncovered them what we did, I’m on the board of the directors of the historical society, we put a project together and that’s what you see down at the end of town now. We got more compliments and stuff on that than anything we did in this town for a long time. We got the park expansion. Most of you know Perryman Corporation up there. When we expanded the park we had forty acres, the Redevelopment Authority surveyed and got a tenant that would take all of that. So it was between California Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and he thinks it was Kentucky but don’t hold him to that one, but he knows it was Tennessee, it was between those three states. Through negotiations we ended up and landed Perryman up here. It took a lot of doing, a lot of council people having meetings, getting to agree on stuff and we ended up getting them up there. Other things that was done since 1988, in 2000 he thinks it was they did the master plan, we redid the zoning office. Now go back to another thing start in 1995 the loop road that is going in now at the University the deal was made with the University of Pennsylvania with California. Where that loop road is going it took a lot of roads okay. The loop road is part of East alley and so on and there were other streets that were tied in on that Beazel Street and that. But up until 1995 GSA came in took roads took a whole town of Phillipsburg, 31 acres, we never got a penny. In1995 we got 487,230.00 for those roads no up keep. They will be kept up by the University. Low and behold in 2002 the Kara Alumni house was built. They needed 6 meters he believes it was. We signed a five year deal they paid us $15,600.00 which is negotiating and we just signed a new contract on that. The University, and he doesn’t want to take up too much time, the new dormitories the total up to Phase IV, because Phase V was completed after he went off in 2006, the borough received $5,340,000.00 some dollars. California School District $9,073,000.00 that’s what them will bring in at the end of this 30 year period from tax in lieu of. This year here we got $124,000.00 for the borough $225,000.00 for the school district. Also when the loop road is being done right now and you’re talking about the meters on Hickory Street. On Sixth Street there was meters there and those meters were paid for by the University like they did with the Kara House. If you wan to check it on 12-22-2001 we negotiated that agreement with California University. Now that gives everybody an idea of what has been done in the borough since 1988. 
JANET MCGINITY

Mrs. McGinity stated there has been a problem as far as the television as far as the broadcasting to the homes. A lot of people, her family included, can not hear the sound as well. They have to turn it all the way up and it’s not only my family it is other families in the neighborhood also are having problems hearing it. She knows herself back in February she watched on television and she had to turn the volume clear up to the top and she still was having problems. She believes Lorraine at the time was talking at the podium. Some of the council members were talking also and you couldn’t hear. It was like garbled and you couldn’t hear it. So she would appreciate, and she knows Galvie has been checking into it, something be done so our residents will be able to hear the meeting more efficiently or more better. She doesn’t know whether the mikes are not working properly or whatever but the sound is really... you can’t hear it at all. She called her father during this meeting and he said he had the volume all the way up and there were some people you could kind of hear and some people you couldn’t hear at all. Mr. Gardner stated Norm this is for your information. He doesn’t want to hear that people are elderly and so on and that’s why they can’t hear it. He’d like you, for that comment, Norm to take care of that. He doesn’t want to ever hear that again. Norm stated he’s not sure what he’s speaking of. Mr. Gardner stated he’ll put it very bluntly, when he told JR we were having a problem, and Betty will testify, that we went over into her office to see you know this and that because not only Bateman’s are hollering there are other people. JR made a comment well these people, how old are they? Mr. Gardner stated what does that matter. What does that matter how old they are. Mr. Gardner stated that don’t matter how old they are. Mrs. McGinity can attest that it is just not older people, it’s also younger people, her neighbors they’re younger and they can’t hear it at all also. She doesn’t know what that was all about there but she just thinks that something needs to be done, whether it’s even the microphones, she doesn’t know. Mr. Mariscotti stated he doesn’t think its the microphones he thinks it s an acoustically dead room. You know everything echoes in here and he believes that is the problem and there is an echo everywhere. Some one from the audience spoke about the sound problem also. Mr. Mariscotti stated part of the banners being hung were to help the acoustics of the room to knock down the echo. But he doesn’t think we’re there yet. We’re going to have to research and have this room more acoustically dynamic. Miss Roberts asked if they wore each individual mikes, like the clip on mikes. The person from the audience stated he think the clip on mikes would cut down a lot on the echo. Miss Roberts asked if he knows if California University has any they could loan us twice a month. She stated she’s just asking. Mrs. McGinity stated it would improve it because there are people that do listen at home, quite a few actually and if they can’t hear what is going on you know, it’s kind of hard, believe her, trust her, in February she could not hear half of what anybody was saying. Mr. Bittner stated lets check with the school district they’re doing something right because you can hear them better than you can hear us, so let’s check with them. Ms. Pfrogner stated we already had that young man come in at one time. Mr. Bittner asked from the high school. Ms. Pfrogner stated yes, we had him come in one time. Mr. Bittner stated we had a proposal one time right Elizabeth. Elizabeth stated yes she did have a proposal. Mr. Bittner stated it was a little high. Elizabeth stated it was quite high yes. Mrs. McGinity stated another thing she would like to address. She stated they were talking about the zoning and what the boundaries were and that type of thing. She attended and she stated that she believes Patsy was there also, she believes she attended most of those meetings. There was discussion she thinks it was at Sixth Street before the old ordinance and then they changed it down to Fourth St. and there was, we never did actually if she remembers correctly we never actually seen the map. Okay we did see the Ordinance when it was voted on and we were told the map would be coming at a later date because it was being worked on, but we never actually seen the finished product as far as the map. We were told that we could if we wanted to see it later but she doesn’t believe the finished product of that map was at that meeting. She thinks there were still finishing touches put on it. Miss Roberts stated there were samples; she made up samples because the 2005 one there was nothing that’s why she made up a bunch of samples. Miss Roberts stated that her notes and her samples that she has don’t match what came out, so she has to go through that and try and figure out why. Mrs. McGinity stated she knows they had talked about Sixth Street and she thinks that was in the other ordinance that was changed and then they changed it back to Fourth Street as far as Student housing and that type of thing. Miss Roberts stated right. Mrs. McGinity stated then that she remembers correctly because she was quite involved in that and she does believe Patsy was there at the time also. 
LORRAINE VITCHOFF

Mrs. Vitchoff stated about the microphones, Mrs. Bridges yours comes across perfect. Mrs. Bridges stated you can hear me back there. Miss Vitchoff stated yes it’s perfect. Mrs. Bridges stated she tries to yell because she knows people can’t hear back there. Mr. Gardner asked how about the rest of them. Miss Vitchoff stated no, not as well as hers. Miss Roberts stated sometimes she can’t hear them from here. Mrs. Bridges stated she can’t hear the people on that side of council chambers. Miss Vitchoff stated she is going to ask council man Gardner since the Mayor is not here. Mr. Gardner stated he’s no longer the mayor. Miss Vitchoff stated she knows, but since he’s not here and you are on the police committee, correct? Mr. Gardner stated yea and I’ll try and answer everything you have. Miss Vitchoff stated can he tell them, the public, whether there was a prank played, whether there was a break in of lockers and asked him to clarify the rumor that has been going around about our police department and lockers of police officers. There are rumors all over the place and she is wondering if he could clarify that for us. She understands that locks were cut and... Mr. Gardner stated he’ll tell her what he has. If something changes don’t say this what he told me. He stated he’s going to tell her exactly what he has. When Chief Silbaugh was here and he thinks Artie was President of council, he doesn’t know if he’d remember or not, you could never put your own personal locks on that locker room back there. For the simple reason that he had a key to every locker and somebody retired, fired or whatever, he wanted to get in any locker and before he did that he would take the union rep with him. Well there were three lockers back there, from his understanding Lorraine, and what happened was we never had no complaints in that locker room, since he’s been here anyhow. A gentleman, a policeman, not a gentleman a policeman who was on comp has a key, which he shouldn’t have by the way, comes into the building, and this is what he’s been told that he was the only one in the building and he  discovers three lockers were cut, his, Filoni’s, and someone else, three of them. MissVitchoff stated he should not have a key to where? He shouldn’t have a key to get into that police station and as far as I am aware no-one sitting up here has a key to get into that police station. Miss Vitchoff asked if he was a police officer. Mr. Gardner stated yes he’s a police officer by the name of Mark Costello. He’ll give you the name and he discovers these locks are cut. Now if you go back into the police department, and there are times he goes in there if somebody else is over there, he doesn’t go in on his own. If you go back and go to the right there is a maintenance room and there are three bolt cutters back there that you just go like this and they snap locks. Now he’s not accusing anybody of anything, but then a phone call, and this is his understanding again, was made to the State Police and then there was a phone call made to Channel 2 which they came down here and interviewed Casey and he thinks Sheila went out or whoever and that’s his extent of what happened. He is hoping she can put those pieces together. Miss Vitchoff stated were locks cut off of lockers. Mr. Gardner stated he never seen it but he would say yes. Miss Vitchoff stated one thing she’s not following him about this gentleman was a police officer. Mr.Gardner stated yes. Miss Vitchoff stated so they’re not allowed to have keys to the police department, is there a reason. Mr. Gardner stated Charlie Filoni was on comp, never had a key and they took it off of him. Jason Conaway was on comp and they took the key off of him and there is one more and I can’t think of who it is. Miss Vitchoff asked if this was a rule, a policy, a law. Mr. Gardner stated yes, no that was the procedure that was used on comp. Mr. Mariscotti asked who was responsible for collecting keys when they go on comp. Mr. Gardner stated he assumes the Mayor. The Mayor or the Chief either one, Acting Chief or whatever, but that is the extent he knows about the cutting of the locks. Miss Vitchoff stated okay, so then even though this person maybe should have had his keys collected by either the Mayor or the acting Chief the fact still remains that there was a lock taken off. She stated that she knows that is an old steel mill tactic, right you were there you remember that. So do we know who did it? Mr. Gardner stated he will give her his opinion. Mrs. Chambers stated she doesn’t think he should do that. Mr. Gardner stated he’s not going to tell her that he knows who did that. Mrs. Chambers stated we don’t know who did it. Miss Vitchoff stated what is your opinion. Mr. Gardner stated he thinks the Mayor should have had an investigation along with the Chief of Police and investigated that whole thing and Mr. Bittner made reference to that and he agrees with him. There should have been an investigation. They’ve had enough investigations in there; they should have did that one. Miss Vitchoff stated so there was not an investigation done. Mr. Gardner stated as far as he knows no. Mrs. Chambers stated it was requested, was it not requested. Mr. Gardner stated he can’t answer that. Miss Roberts stated she read a report that it was requested. Mr. Gardner stated look, don’t double team me, he can only answer one of them at a time. He stated as far as he knows he does not remember that. If he’s wrong he’ll say he’s wrong, but he doesn’t remember that. If you want to correct me go ahead, but he doesn’t remember that. He’s just telling things that he knows Lorraine; he doesn’t know anything more about it. Was there an investigation he doesn’t know but as far as he knows, no. Miss Vitchoff stated to Madam President would you like to share. Mrs. Chambers stated no she would not, no. Miss Roberts stated she will add a little bit to it that she knows of and she’s not actually happy about adding to it but she does know there was a written report requested from certain people and that written report we needed to then go into the investigation and that written report as of as far as she knows was never given. She knows that might sound vague but she doesn’t know that we should be discussing this but there was a written report requested. Miss Vitchoff stated for the investigation to be done. Miss Roberts stated no you can’t investigate unless you have something in writing. Miss Vitchoff stated well if the State Police were called wouldn’t that have been an indication... Miss Roberts stated she doesn’t know much about that. Mr. Gardner stated as far as he knows the State Police, he doesn’t know if they responded but they’ve more or less dropped it they said that’s something that should be settled here and he agrees with them. Miss Vitchoff stated okay.  Previously she’s asked questioned about taxpayers, where we stand and where the money may come from for law suits. Now we’re talking about something that happened in the police department. She was informed that we have another law suit against us and she’s sure that you are aware of and it appears to be well it says that it is against California Borough, Casey Durdines, Mayor, and Tracy Vitale, Acting Chief. This was filed of course in late... you don’t have a copy of this? Miss Vitchoff stated she will give them (council) copies then. Mr. Gardner stated you’re saying something and this is the first time I heard it. Mrs. Bridges stated she’s never heard it. Miss Vitchoff stated it appears as though it was something quite unnecessary; it was merely filed because the people who buy back books from our students and our students love that. At the end of the semester they go down to the person that buys back the books they get a little bit of money, they don’t have to carry them home or pack them up and its a service that happens in Universities throughout the country. This particular company does this of course throughout several Universities. If you read through here you will see that the plaintiff is Lieberman Books okay, as she says they buy back, they do not sell okay. The lawsuit is against the Borough, the Mayor, and Tracy Vitale, it says Police Chief, but she’s acting Chief of police. Miss Roberts stated she is looking for a date of when this was filed and maybe I’m just not seeing it. Miss Vitchoff stated you know why, I understand on court documents like this they usually don’t stamp them. I may have something I can show you. If she’s not mistaken it was filed April the 20th or 21st of 2010, alright. So what happened was this organization, this company was asking for parking meter bags okay for stalled parking meters but it s something they’ve done in the past and we’ve permitted them to do it and they stated as accommodation to the borough for a number of years the plaintiff has applied for and received from the Borough of California pursuant to Ordinance 360, License, that regulates the retail business in the borough of California a true and correct copy of the Ordinance #360 is attached. They noted that the meters and then said that they don’t believe that it is required to make application pursuant to Ordinance #360 because they don’t sell any merchandise, however in the spirit of cooperation they did make application for this transient retail license to be able to do this June 1st through May 31st it goes on for various reasons and she guesses, it says for various reasons the Defendant, so that would be the Borough, the Mayor ,and the acting Chief of Police have refused to issue the license applied for and provide the meter bags pursuant to this Ordinance. And then they believed they were afraid they were going to get arrested for trying to do what they were trying to do. They said the defendant, the Mayor and the acting Chief should be required to issue license beginning the first of June1, 2010 through May 31, 2011 as set forth earlier in here. She stated her point about this is it seems, well they were afraid of being arrested and she’s come to council before about being harassed and we now have a law suit against our acting Chief of police. She knows that Mr. Gardner, way back when he was the Mayor, that our acting Chief was hired as a part time police officer. She stated to tell her if you feel confident that her concern was not taken seriously other people who have business or live in the borough who have made complaints against some behavior and now we have a law suit against this kind of behavior. Do you still stand with total confidence and accept that we may be sued again and are you confident and let’s just say Mr. Encapera wins his case that we’re not going to have a law suit by Officer Vitale and/or additional law suits in this town as a result of her actions, because we have one here. Mrs. Chambers stated it’s not appropriate for anyone on council to make a comment about any legal issue, is it? Mrs. Chambers stated this is the first time they’ve seen it and she would advise council to make no comment about this legal issue. Miss Vitchoff stated and what about the harassment of public citizens. Mrs. Chambers stated she will make no comment. Miss Vitchoff stated to Council woman Bridges at the last meeting about money and you thought you may take some time to look at how we may pay for these law suits and that was even before this one was filed. Have you come up with anything that will help the citizens so they don’t have to suffer the results of... and she knows we can’t stop law suits, but when people have legitimate reasons for sueing can we avoid those reasons. She stated this particular one is something that should have never happened. The acting Chief of police should never have been mixed up in this Ordinance as far as granting or not granting and the people were afraid that they were going to be arrested. So lets just think about in general the money, council woman Bridges. Mrs. Bridges stated well if somebody sues evidently it has to come from somewhere. Miss Vitchoff stated right and you’re the person who has been in charge of the money now for six months do you have any ideas, or thoughts, or plans where we are going to get the money. Mrs. Bridges stated that depends where the law suit is as to where it comes from. If it’s a settlement agreement with the sewage then it evidently it has to come from the bond issue. If it’s a suit against the borough for something other than the sewage department then it has to come out of the borough coffers. Some of those are unforeseeable; anybody can come in and sue the borough. Miss Vitchoff stated she understands that, but we have quite a few law suits now as compared to over a ten year period. Mrs. Bridges stated we have a lot of law suits but none of them have been settled. Miss Vitchoff stated no she understands that, but they’re for big money. What is making people think they have submissions going on here with other the actions of employees or Officials? Mr. Gardner stated he’s not going to comment on the lawsuit which he didn’t know we had one. This is hard of the six months he’s been here, this is hard for me because he’s the kind of guy, he’s use to just telling people where we’re at. He has a hard time when you for example in executive session or the solicitor says you can’t divulge this you can’t divulge that. He personally has a rough time with that and he will say what he’s said previously if it was up to him when this investigation started with the police department, everyone of them documents that he has, that everybody here has, he would love to put them on that table back there and residents come in and read every one of them. This one here same thing, because there is more to this Lorraine than what you know, he can’t say what it is believe him. She stated this lawsuit right here, well if you didn’t see it before how do you know that there is more to it. The gentlemen was here three meetings, three that he knows of and he sat right there. Mrs. Bridges stated he sat there and was asking about the meters. Miss Vitchoff stated okay. Miss Roberts asked Lorraine if she knew this was actually filed. Miss Vitchoff stated it was just go the Washington County Courthouse it was filed down there. Maybe your solicitor received it.  Miss Roberts stated when this happens usually one comes directly to the office here and it is stamped. Miss Pfrogner stated she does not have that. Miss Vitchoff stated she will see if she has something with a time stamp on it. There was a hand written on the front of this at the courthouse as well, but she doesn’t have it with her. Her next question is if anyone knows if a citation or a traffic ticket was given to the person who drove through the memorial service on Memorial Day. Mr. Gardner stated he can’t answer that. Mrs. Bridges stated she doesn’t know. Mr. Gardner stated he could find out. Miss Vitchoff stated it was quite a disrespectful situation that is considered like a funeral. Mr. Gardner asked if the police were up there. Miss Vitchoff stated Officer Vitale was standing to the left of where the person ended up coming through. The veterans had to move their jeep to the let the person out as they went around the circle. The person approached from the left four cars in front of the K9 vehicle the officer was standing there saw the person and did not make any movement to stop and ask them to move back and they proceeded through the services. Maybe this is something that just someone new to our area that doesn’t understand the solemn ness of this type of thing but she stated she knows she is aware of blocking streets off for funerals and this is what this is, a memorial service. The firing line was caught off guard and many people it was sad that that was allowed to happen and she just wanted to know. Mr. Gardner stated he thinks that is the reason why each department head should be attending these meetings. You’re asking us questions that we can’t answer if somebody asks something about the road crew we couldn’t answer it, but fortunately, we have Danny sitting there, but every department head should be here. He’s not saying at the committee meeting but they should be here at the regular meeting. They need to answer these questions and he thinks she’s entitled to that. Miss Vitchoff stated her final comment on the written concern that she gave about harassment by Acting Chief Officer Vitale and I just want you to know that she still is coming up on the back of her car very very close to her and she is afraid. 
JIM MADDIEX

Mr. Maddiex stated he did see the car go through and normally in the past they did block off the street but it wasn’t done this time. Secondly having set up there it is a fine line on what you can discuss and what you can’t discuss in executive session as far as what you know. You know far more than we do and it’s a very fine line and that’s all he’ll say about that. The other thing is to the microphones you might want to check and see if they’re something in the piggyback system or the Cog that we’re a member of, he thinks Greensburg. There might be something we can get cheaper and this is a just a weird crazy thought maybe we could trade some of that rebar for them. He stated if you look back in the records, and he thinks it was 1974, when the cable franchise fee was set John Difilippo made a motion for that money to be used for TV video equipment, so that might be an appropriate use. Mr. Alfano asked how he remembers all that and he stated some things stick and some things don’t. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:57 by Mrs. Chambers
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